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their Chapels. 


Bath, 

Sir, Ma 6, 1825. 

f hy: subject of Dr. Pye Smith’s 

communication (208—211) is of 
such importance to the present race 
of Presbyterian Dissenters, that I wish 
to be allowed to offer a few remarks 

it; in which I hope to be able to 
they that there is a material fallacy 
in his main argument, and an impor- 
tant misapprehension of an historical 
fact in what is the sixth head of his 
letter. 

In his exposition of the duties of 
trustees in general, he is doubtless in 
the main correct. It is for them to 
carry into execution the intention of 

ir founder or testator. But it is 
evident that there are cases in which 
they may lawfully, and even merito- 
nously, depart from the strict letter 
of his instruction. A testator, for 
imstance, may direct that a trust for 
the benefit of minors shall be managed 
iM & particular way. Circumstances 
fervenons nye which make it ment 
immexpedient that the property s 
be deposited according to the letter of 
his instructions. If the trustees are 

to submit to the increase of 
tesponsibility which a departure from 
their instructions may bring with it, 
there can be no mo wrong in their 
weing 80: on the contrary, they are 
in performing their duty with 
more conscientious propriety, than 
ey would do were they to comply 
th the ine ot hers hetatens re- 
es oe are, tho against 
letter, more strictly relies his 

+. J mention this instance, not 
bears closely upon the sub- 
~~ us, _— will be seen 
ot &@ case of specific injunc- 
! at oo athg sg Pram 
ton and spirit, but to shew that 
mith has drawn too closely 
ns by which trustees are 

bound, ooking upon the subject not 
mA da but as a Christian mo- 
. hw he denies to trustees in 
all right of deciding what is 
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expedient in respect of their trusts, 
and of acting accordingly. In fact, 
every thing in this world that is pro- 
spective, is to be moulded and go- 
verned more or less by circumstances 
as they arise, all of which cannot be 
foreseen and provided for: and there 
is, therefore, in all such engagements 
a tacit understanding between the 
founder and the trustees, that while 
his great and general design is kept in 
view, they shall in the detail be at 
liberty to bend before new and unex- 
pected positions of human affuirs, and 
to ask themselves, What if our founder 
were living in these times is it pro- 
bable he would now do? Dr. S. con- 
tends that nothing but physical im- 
possibility, or an immorality in the 
requirements, can release a trustee 
from his obligation to conform in all 
respects to the directions of his found- 
er. Would he then have the strict 
letter of the ancient statutes of several 
of our national colleges enforced, when 
the certain effect would be, that the 

colleges would be deserted of all stu- 

dents, and the munificent intentions 

of the founders be wholly frustrated? 

As long as mutability is the charac- 

teristic of sublunary affairs, and hu- 

man beings limited in their prospective 

vision, no founder when he creates a 

trust which is to have perpetual en- 

durance, can be supposed to look for 

the punctual performance of all his 

intentions through all successive cen- 

turies, but only that the persons to 

whom he commits the management otf 

the trust will not wantonly and need- 

lessly deviate. 

But taking Dr. Smith’s own expo- 
sition of the duties < aw —— 
not r to me that the ces 0 
our Preabyterian chapels have departed 
from the line of — — — 
contrary, that so rom mer 
the ‘harsh epithets which have, if 
seems, been applied to them, I cannot 
see how they could consistently have 
acted differently from what they have 


done respecting them. 
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In considering the subject, two 
estions appear to arise, in which 
whole case is contained. First, 
what was the intention of the founders 
of the Presbyterian chapels in the 
erection of them? And, secondly, Are 
the present ministers and congrega- 
tions assembling in them the legiti- 
mate successors of those persons for 
whose use they were erected. 

The general tenor of Dr. Smith’s 
communication would lead one to 
suppose that he regards the Presby- 
terian chapels as having been erected 
in assertion of certain poiats of Chris- 
tian faith: that they were rallying 
places for Calvinists or Arminians or 

ple of some other particular faith, 
which prevailed among the first race 
of Presbyterian Nonconformists : that 
there were in those times the Trini- 
tarian chapel and the Unitarian, and 
that the members of the latter had 
crossed over and taken possession of 
the chapel founded and endowed by 
the Trinitarians. The analogical case 
with which he concludes his letter has 
ore this bearing, and such must 
the impression which most readers 
would take from the general tenor of 
his letter. But no one knows better 
than Dr. S., that these chapels were 
not founded with a view to the main- 
tenance of Trinitarian sentiments a- 
gainst Unitarian, or in assertion of 
any point which can strictly be called 
a point of faith. Any one so well ac- 
= with the history of Noncon- 
ormity as he is, knows that the inten- 
tion of their erection was to afford 
ministers who were unable to comply 
with the terms of the Act of Uni- 
formity, opportunities for the conve- 
hient and regular exercise of their 
ministry ; and persons who were at- 
tached to their ministry, or who were 
dissatisfied with the impositions of the 
Act, opportunities for the convenient 
attendance upon them. By the erect- 
ing of these chapels thev secured the 
benefit of the regular performance of 
public worship, unfettered by the lan- 
guage of the public liturgy, and of 
the performance of other Christian 
$s in what to them ap 

® more scriptural or more 
manner. This, and not the m 
nance of an 
Christian faith, was the object in the 


a ~ the chapels, and the crea- 


legal security of them. Doctrine wy 
but at best a collateral consideratic. 
If doctrine had been the leading ox. 
sideration, the chapels would not bay 
been erected at all: for in respect of 
doctrine the fathers of Presbyterian 
Nonconformity agreed with the chur, 
were willing to subscribe her de. 
trinal articles, and would not then. 
fore on that account have established 
an interest against her. 

That the intention of the founden 
of the Presbyterian chapels was tha 
which I have now described, must be 
evident to every one who is acquainted 
with the religious history of this cow. 
try at the period in question. Tk 
declaration of uses in the original co- 
pact between the founders and th 
trustees it is supposed is, nearly is 
all instances, couched in the most 
general terms. If there are any 
stances in which it is required of the 
trustees that they shall allow the built 
ing to be used by no congregation & 
minister who do not profess the do- 
trine of the Church of England or of 
the Assembly’s Catechism, those » 
stances would require a separate co 
sideration. If there are any such # 
at all, they are exceedingly mr 
the declaration of use being 
like that of the original trust deed 
the Wolverhampton chapel, abot 
which so much has been said, that 
chapels were to be used for the w 
ship of God by Protestant Dissenters 
It is added perhaps in most instances, 
Of the Presbyterian denominator 
sometimes, of the Presbyterian © 
Congregational denomination; 
perhaps in some of our smaller tow 
where the number of Noncon nal 
of every denomination was but 
cient to erect and maintain one ri 
of worship, those of the a be 
nomination might be joined 
others. 

But the great mass of the chapes 
which have been so long known # fe 
Presbyterian chapels were foundet 
the worship of God by Protestant ' 
senters of the Presbyterian it 
nation only; and as such ¢ 
continued to be used. In the of oe 
tions of human affairs some © bet 
societies have become oy 
where we still see them, the sat 
have been used in uninterruptee 
cession as places where the panbe 
terian societies assembled for 
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worship, the administration of the 
Lord’s supper, catechizing, and, in 
many instances, the performance of 
the rites of baptism and sepulture. 
For these purposes are they now used 
by the Protestant Dissenters who as- 
semble in them, Whatever consti- 
tutes identity in such an asscciation 
with continual succession, is found in 
us, Wesee in our societies aged per- 
sons who were born and baptized in 
them long ago: and young persons 
ing up to be their future sup- 
We see lying in the grave- 
ground which generally surrounds our 
meeting-houses, the forefathers of 
those who are now the members of 
our societies, and we can trace many 
of them in our baptisinal registers to 
the time when first these societies 
were constituted, and in some in- 
stances to the very persons who were 
themselves the principal contributors 
to the erection of these chapels, and 
the actual members of their original 
trusts, Some families once Presby- 
trian may have returned to the bo- 
som of the church. Others have come 
ameng us, but not to such an extent 
as to have changed the character of 
the body to which they have united 
themselves, but to have taken their 
r from it. To the present 
race of trustees the interest commit- 
ted to the original trust has been con- 
veyed Bg the proper and legal 
forms. The ministers also, however 
unworthy they may be of the honour, 
we the legitimate successors of those 
who first occupied the pulpits in our 
Presbyterian chapels. ‘The great ma- 
jonty of them were born in Presby- 
terian families, who had been mem- 
bers of that body since first Presby- 
trian Nonconformity had a nawe. 
Not few are they who are of fami- 
lies that appear (like the Levites of 
— have been separated to the 


of 
all their generations been without one 


"ere supported by the successive ge- 
— of Presbyterian Dissenters. 
— of the first race of ministers 

“ie persons who directed the 
*ducation of those of the second: they 
‘gun of the third: and, however we 
™4y come behind our predecessors in 
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faith or knowledge, we owe what we 
are to our Presbyterian instructors, 
and they their ability to teach, to the 
Presbyterian tutors before them. They 
have also been successively elected to 
the ministerial office in particular con- 
gregations, by the suffrages of those 
congregations according to the primi- 
tive use of the Nonconforming Pres- 
byterian societies. Would Dr. 8S. 
have the trustees of their chapels turn 
round upon the ministers, and (if they 
have the power) dismiss them from 
their stations, and substitute others 
who have no connexion with the Pres- 
byterian body? Where would be the 
justice and ey of such a mea- 
sure? Or shall they (if they have 
the power) dismiss the congregations 
from the chapels raised by their fore- 
fathers, and place in them a host of 
strangers who would thus be saved 
from the burthen of erecting places of 
worship for themselves? 

But, say Dr. S. and his friends, you 
have departed from the faith of the 
fathers of Presbyterian Nonconfor- 
mity, and have therefore vacated your 
right to the use of the chapels erected 
by them. And if the chapels had 
been founded in assertion of points of 
faith, and not to afford opportunities 
for religious worship and the orderly 
performance of religious ordinances 
to those who would not comply with 
the provisions of the Uniformity Act, 
then might Dr. S. be right in his in- 
ference, that, having left the faith, you 
have no right to the chapel. But the 
present race of Presbyterians, though 
differing in points of faith from their 
forefathers, yet retain the impress of 
the great discriminating character. 
They are still opposed to the Church 
as by law established: they still pro- 
test against the impositions of the 
Act of Uniformity: and they still find 
the same necessity which their ances- 
tors found for places of religious as- 
sembly apart from the Church. 

I agree with Dr. S., that our fore- 
fathers would have looked with con- 
cern upon the change which has taken 
place in the religious opinions of their 
posterity. But I am not so sure that 
they did not contemplate such @ 
change, or at least something like it, 
at the time when the chapels were 
erected and the trusts formed. Few 
have an earlier date than the Act of 
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Toleration : and the majority of trusts 
in the Presbyterian Nonconformist 
body are, it is believed, not older than 
about the year 1700, and some of 
them later. Now the average of Or- 
thodoxy at that period was not the 
same with the average in the genera- 
tion before. At least the importance 
of maintaining orthodox sentiments 
in opposition to those which were 
verging towards the Unitarian view 
of the subject, was not so sensibly 
felt as it might have been in the time 
of Vincent Alsop and other eminent 
and earlier Presbyterians. I do not 
mean to say that they were not or- 
thodox in the wide signification of 
the term: but they did not set their 
love of Orthodoxy against another 
principle which they had received, the 
duty of forbearing to fetter inquiry, 
and of bringing every doctrine to the 
test of its conformity to Holy Scrip- 
ture, of which the decision was to be 
left to the private jadgment of the 
individual, On this part of the sub- 
ject, I would refer Dr. S. to the Cate- 
chism of his late friend Mr. Palmer, 
of Hackney, who will not be suspected 
of any very Violent leaning towards 
Unitarianism. Under the head of 
“ The Reasons of the Protestant Dis- 
sent from the Established Church,” 
the first question is, “‘ What are the 
grand principles on which the Pro- 
testant Dissenters ground their se- 
paration from the Charch by law 
established?” To which he gives this 
answer: “* The right of private judy- 
ment and liberty of conscience, in 
opposition to all haman authority in 
matters of religion: the supremacy of 
Christ as the only head of his Church 
and the sufficiency of the Holy Scrip: 
tures as the rule of faith and practice.” 
Now it appears to me that before the 
creation of these trusts, these princi- 
ples had begun to produce their na- 
tural effect, a diversity of religious 
sehument ; for no one can suppose 
that when these principles are con- 
oan ont maintained and acted on, 
ne wi Ac ; ; M¢ 
of Nlvtows Arg ray uniformity 
gous faith: rather that 
what hes in pomt ot fact taken place, 
was foreseen, that there would be 4 
declension, be it gteater or less, fi 
what at the lx ginning w h a te 
of faith among those eth nbc. 
the principle And to thi ‘ tye 
d iS, As it seems 


to me, may be in part attributed, d& 
absence of all restriction in respeet ¢ 
doctrine in which the Presbyterians 
trustees were left by their founder 

The year 1719 was not long afte 
the date of the original trusts, Mas 
of the original trustees and the found. 
ers of Presbyterian societies were the 
in being: and Dr. S. is not i 
that the zeal for Orthodox opinion 
was at that time much reduced ftom 
what it may have been, and that is 
the estimation of the majority ofthe 
Presbyterian ministers in and aboet 
London, it sunk before what appeared 
to them the superior im of 
maintaining freedom of inquity ad 
the right of private judgment. 

But it appears to me absurd 
a religious body shall admit & priv- 
ciple, and then be declared dissolved 
in consequence of the natural and ne 
cessary operation of ae B 
If it was a principle admitted by them 
that neither themselves nor their po 
terity should be fettered in their reli. 
Sey inquiries, their posterity met 

ave a right to adopt and to proves 
any scriptural truth to twhieh ther 
studies in the word of God tay bate 
led them. 

The founders and original trast: 
and ministers of these clapels 
not, perhaps, have foreseen the whek 
extent to which their principle 
lead their successors. But we 
suppose them to have been 80 ignorast 
us not to have foreseen that #2 
changes would take place: and? 
seenis to me that if they 
or meant to counteract them, 
should have found clauses fo 
effect introduced into the trust 
which might with the otmost 
have been done by them. 

The declension moreover has bee 
gradual. One point of ore 
was dropped after another. ! 
ask Dr. S., What quantum of a 
disqualifies for the possession of 
property, and whether he is not 

uainted with instances in the %6 
rst race of trustees, CO wer 
and ministers, in which there “ 
departures from the Orth set 
such men as Alsop and the a 
founders of Presbyterianism ? oe 


we 


if a change of sentiment were 


ality for the re net 


the very persons 
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they were erected must, in some in- 
stances, themselves have left the cha- 
is which their own hands had built. 
pe 
too have taken place 
through the whole body. Congrega- 
tions, trustees and ministers have gone 
together. For the trustees to eject 
the congregation were to eject them- 
selves and to leave the chapels among 
the waifs and strays of society, not to 
be used at all for the purposes for 
which they were erected, or to be 
taken possession of by persons who 
neither in themselves nor their ances- 
wors had borne the burthen of their 
erection, and who in many points of 
considerable importance, entertain not 
a similarity of sentiment with those 
by whom they were founded. 
_Dr. 8. further says, that we have no 
nght to the name of Presbyterians, 
because we have nothing of the Pres- 
byterian discipline among us. But 
ut what period since the establishment 
of the trusts in question did any of the 
Presbyterian discipline exist in the 
body which, notwithstanding, was call- 
ed Presbyterian? At no period since 
re omg these chapels have 
there been ‘* Courts of Review,” &c. : 
so that, according to the criterion which 
Dr. 8. would establish, there never 
wes any right to the name of Pres- 
among the Presbyterian Non- 
ists, since they had any cha- 
pels amongst them. And perhaps the 
— = “ name Methodist, never 
“as peeuharly appropriate. The truth 
is, that the name ioe acquired before 
they began to take their place as a 
i ) denomination of Dissenters. 
was given to them at a time when 
they were labouring to supersede the 
*piscopal form of Church Government 
i England by the Presbyterians. A 
mame once acquired usually adheres 
& party; and this name was con- 
to them when they appeared in 
t of Dissenters, though 
they were then little strenuous for the 
Presbyterian discipline, and in fact 
a attempted any general establish- 
~ of it ponent ge fom the 
of these 8 the 
were what, in this petpent, they mre 


_ ee or independent: 
Le. ¥0 far as each suagvegniien was 


» Competent to the direction 
own ny. with no foreign 
per » and acknowledging no 
prvtual superiority. This is now 
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the case. So that it seems, if there 
is any thing in a name, the modern 
Presbyterians, can with as much pro- 
pricty and fairness as their forefathers, 
call themselves By the name. 

Under the sixth bead of his letter, 
Dr. S. insinuates, that many of the 
chapels now called Presbyterian would 
be found to have been built by Con- 
grezationalists. I believe that it is 
much more probable that many of 
the chapels now occupied by the per- 
sons who call themselves Independ- 
ents, would be found on inquiry to 
have been erected by the Presbyte- 
rians: the Presbyterians having been 
at the time when these chapels were 
erected so vast a majority of the whole 
body of Dissenters, and through their 
wealth, so much more abte to give 
that direction to their zeal. ‘‘ Of one 
important instance” he says “* he can 
speak with certainty. The Upper 
Chapel at Shetlield was built in 1700, 
for Mr. Jollie and his church, who 
were strictly Congregationalists.”” It 
is too much to say that Mr. Jollie and 
his church were strict Congregation- 
alists, since it is not unknown, I pre- 
sume, to Dr. S., that Mr. Jollie was 
ordained pastor of that church, not in 
the Congregational but the Presby- 
terian manner. ‘This is expressly re- 
corded by a Presbyterian minister of 
great eminence,* who took a part in 
the ordination of Mr. Jollie, and who 
regarded the circumstance as a grau- 
fying proof of a disposition to union 
between the Congregationalists and 
Presbyterians at that time (1681) re- 
siding at Sheffield. From the acade- 
my, over which Mr. Jollie presided, 
issued more ministers who took their 
places among the Presbyterians, than 


ee 





* Oliver Heywood, of Northowram, 
one who was ejected by the Act of Uni- 
formity, and continued his diligent la- 
bours in the ministry till his death in 
1702. An attempt has been made to 
deprive the Presbyterians of the credit of 
this venerable name. In a life of him 
published by the Rev. Dr. Fawcett, p. 
79, is what purports to be a copy of a 
license granted to him in 1672, in which 
he is described as of the Congregational 
persuasion, Where the Dr. met with this 
license I know not: but the original 
license which he took in that year ts 
certainly in possession of bis descend- 
ants, and he is described in it a» of the 
Presbyterian persuasion. 
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262 On Dissenting Trusts. 


among the Congregationalists. Mr. 
Jollie, however, I may admit, is rather 
to be ranked as a Congregationalist 
than as a Presbyterian: but I deny 
that the chapel in which he officiated 
was erected for the especial use of 
that small part of his society which 
formed the Congregational Church. 
it was intended for the general use of 
the Nonconformists of Sheffield, the 
great majority of whom were Presby- 
terian, formed to Presbyterian Non- 
conformity by the labours of the other 
Nonconformist miuisters who had re- 
sided at Shetflield between the Resto- 
ration and the Revolution. Then all 
were willing to place themselves under 
the ministry of so admired a preacher 
as was Mr. Jollie, and when it became 
necessary to erect a larger chapel, 
they willingly contributed to it. But 
it was for themselves, not for the 
little congregational body which was 
included within the whole society, 
that this sacrifice was made. And we 
accordingly find that they were two 
Presbyterians who contracted for the 
ground on which the chapel was 
built; viz. Mr. Field Sylvester, who 
was a near relation of Matthew Syl- 
vester, who preached as coadjutor with 
two remarkable Presbyterian minis- 
ters, Baxter and Calamy; and Mr. 
Hayes, father to the minister of that 
name, who was then exercising his 
ministry among the Presbyterian Dis- 
senters in London. The latter ad- 
vanced the money requisite for com- 
pu ting the building, and has the re- 
payment of £200 guaranteed to him 
m the original trust deed of 1704. 
()t several of the original trustees it 
may be shewn that they were Presby- 
terians. At least there is this kind of 
evidence, their families were always 
accustomed to account themselves as 
belonging to the Presbyterian in oppo- 
sition to the Congregational body. 
The Congregational Church consisted 
in 1715 of seventy persons, but the 
whole society exceeded 1300 persons, 
of all ages: and when, after the death 
of Mr. Jollie, in that year, the Con- 
Kregationalists attempted to claim the 
right of nominating his successor, the 
—_ eat completely overruled by 
aetener ogee’ kee 
ppointed by the general 
roiee, “ ranked with the Presby- 
terians. j ; fe fe 
a pate in this in 
‘al ongregation- 


alists while still the founders of 
chapel were alive, and the first tre 
had endured only eleven years, js » 
evident proof that the chapel bad nm 
been erected exclusively for the Cog. 
gregationalists. 
JOSEPH HUNTER 
— 
London, 
SIR, May 2, \8%. 
OST of your readers will, | 
think, be surprised that tk 
project of the Lancashire Calvinists 
for depriving Unitarians of their places 
of worship should be considered by 
any Calvinist of sober and liberal mind, 
out of the sphere of the local contro 
versy, worthy of serious discussion. 
That lawyers of sharp practice should 
urge on the scheme may be easily a. 
counted for; but that disinterested 
persons and serious divines should give 
countenance to the design, is oned 
those practical anomalies that can be 
explained only by the too well-knows 
influence of party spirit, an’ influence 
sometimes not perceived by those a 
whom it most strongly operates. 
The acceptance of a_trusteeship 8 
an engagement to fulfil the trusts 
cording to the will of the founder, 
only so fur as that is practicable a 
agreeable to the present state of # 
ciety. The moral obligation é 
upon the law of the land. There ma 
be trusts for purposes once legal ba 
now illegal, An act of pariam 
or a decree of a court, may makeits 
moral duty to apply a trust to difle- 
ent purposes from those 0 
poate by the institutor. = ® 
is the justification of the applicale 
of property left for Roman 
to Protestant uses. 
A benefactor, a century ago, direc’ 
ed part of his estate to be em 
in giving away the Assembly's 
chism. The Court of Chancery 
determined that the trustees may £* 
another catechisin more suited ; 
theology of the times. No wrong 
done to the founder by the —_ 
acting upon the Chancery decree; 4 
this plain reason, that every 
trust is formed under the knowl 
that it will be expounded, @ ' 
particulars be overruled, by @ 
equity. 
Suppose a benevolent person, bet 
Dr. Jenner’s time, had oft ae 
moncy for the establishment 
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Small-Pox hospital: would it be wrong 
to apply the bequest to the charita- 
ble promotion of vaccine inoculation ? 
The welfare of society demands the 
change, and it would be laid down in 
any court, that the testator, were he 
vow living, would himself do that 
which is done by his trustees. ‘The 
same may be determined as to opi- 
sions. There is at Warboys, in Hun- 
tingdonshire, an endowed annual lec- 
ture against witchcraft; but since 
there is no longer any belief in witch- 
craft, and it is no crime in the eye of 
the law, may not Mr. Nicholson or any 
other preacher honourably receive the 
endowment for a sermon shewing that 
the origin of the establishment was 
itself superstitious, and that the found- 
er was under a delusion ? 
_ The fallacy of the whole argument, 
in favour of the literal and punctual 
execution of Dissenting trusts, lies in 
the notion that there is property in 
opinions, and that one generation can 
bind the faith of another. This is 
wholly impossible, and hence the fu- 
tility of all endowments tending to 
mortgage the belief of posterity. A 
uber may recommend his own no- 
Hons to his children, but he cannot do 
more: a founder of a trust may ex- 
press his wishes for this or that system 
of opinions being taught, but he can- 
not secure his wishes by any legal in- 
strument ever yet devised. Nor ought 
my one to have the power to tie up 
the human mind, even by golden 
or by threats or bribes to in- 
terfere with the progress of know- 
the interests of truth. A 
rust for opinions is a solecism, and is 
° fe invalid. Such a trust would 
an establishment for opposing Pro- 
—, the essence of which is, 
oe Eile is “1 a rule of faith, 
every individual s j 
of the Bible for himeelf ne 
eins — of endowments for Pro- 
ten of the enting worship, the inten- 
be ee must be judged of 
bod ee principles of Pro- 
indie; nt. These are, that each 
“widual shall have liberty of con- 
» and that the majority of every 
_neregation shall have power to de- 
my every thing that appertains 
worship Congregation ; be it faith, 
endow ciscipline. If I build and 
With the ‘ mitarian chapel, I do it 
nowledge that the majority 
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of the worshipers in such a chapel, at 
all times, must have absolute power 
of believing and worshiping as they 
please, in spite of any thing in the 
trust deed by which T attempt to en- 
slave their minds. This attempt of 
any man or body of men to legislate 
in matters of faith for a future gene- 
ration is arrant Popery. 

The Calvinists of the present day 
have as little right in their old endow- 
ments, as the Presbyterians in theirs; 
for though they have not departed so 
widely as the Presbyterians from the 
faith of their fathers, they have gone 
astray sufliciently to disinherit them, 
according to Dr. J. P. Smith's princi- 
ple. In fact, they are no more Cal- 
vinists than the Presbyterians are 
Presbyterians ; and a Westminster 
Assembly man would disown and con- 
demn them as rank Arminians. Where 
then are their consciences ? 

Put the case of an academical insti- 
tution founded upon the law of sub- 
scription to articles, and that in pro- 
cess of time the trustees abolish such 
subscription. Let Dr. Smith say whe- 
ther, on his own shewing, this be not 
malversation in office? The founders 
believed that subscription was the only 
safeguard of orthodoxy, and would 
not have laid out their money on 
buildings or books or any other aca- 
demical property, but on the faith of 
subscription being continued : in abo- 
lishing it, the trustees fly in the face of 
the original founders, and undo the 
very thing on which they placed all 
their hopes and wishes. 

Put the case again, of property be- 
queathed for the use of such as believe 
and teach the Assembly’s Catechism ; 
and suppose those that manage, or in 
any way enjoy the benefit of, the en- 
dowment, have arrived at the convic- 
tion that | John-v. 7, 8, which is set 
down in the Catechism as holy serip- 
ture, and as the main proof of the 
doctrine of the Trinity, is a gross for- 
gery ; can they on the erg wh am 
controverting honestly hold their ap- 
pointments? If the intention of the 
testators be <lecisive, vo certainly 
cannot; for the Trinitarian Dissenters, 
a century ago, or even less, would 
have denounced him as little better 
than a “ Socinian,” who should have 
given up the three heavenly witnesses, 
and much more one who should have 
proposed their being ousted with dis- 
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grace from the Bible. Allow the de- 
parture from trust deeds in this in- 
stance, and where will you stop? The 
concession implies all that the Presby- 
terians ask for their own justification. 
The Calvinist trustee or tutor or bene- 
ficiary who comes under this case, 
may plead, that had the benefactors 
lived in our times they would have 
been of our mivd in this particular ; 
he has no other defence ; but this is 
a defence equally of Presbyterians 
that hold Unitarianism, administering 
trusts founded by Presbyterians that 
were Trinitarians and Calvinists. 

I will suggest only one more case ; 
that of an endowment for the distri- 
bution of the Bible, by a person who 
knows no language but his mother 
tongue, and has no idea of any Bible 
but King James’s English Translation : 
there is no doubt, we will suppose, of 
this being his view of the Bible, and 
he provides for its being given without 
note or comment, or any alteration, 
addition or subtraction. But, by and 
by, the government call upon the 
heads of the church to revise the trans- 
lation, and to accommodate it to the 
present sense of propriety, and to the 
actual state of Biblical knowledge. 
They go to work, and take for tiie New 
Testament Griesbach’s text, and the 
Improved Version is set forth by’ au- 
thority as the English Bible. Now, 
in what way will the trustees in this 
case act? Will they circulate the tes- 
tator’s Bible, with many acknowledged 
errors and interpolations, and thus, in 
fact, set themselves against Divine 
a or will they take up the 
new and corrected Bible, reasonin 
fies ey pee atl th: mind of the 
nstitutor by Gisregardin g the letter of 
~ instructions _ ae surely 

a uty; thong h some grave 
theological echoolmen” might coal 
them with the ery of “ thieves,” and 
ey fom as exch aded, for this 

ercise o ir best mo j 
one the kingdom of hes i 7 

Me make one obse rvation more: 
the chapels held by Pr esbyterians in 
atau of then 
unmix initari 
or Calvinistic endowms -nt. eon 
gators of the establis himents mi ht 
be of this deseri tion, but they m 
began the work which as been Galy 
on by their children or : 
since, and every uecessors ever 
. y Rew generation has 
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made good their title to the proper, 
in question by repairs, rebuilding, 
namenting and additional bequss 
Now he must be a good casuist 9 
can determine which race of wor) 
ers, ina century and a half, is entity 
to be considered, on account of 
perty expended or bequeathed, as bw. 
ing authority over the faith and we. 
ship of those that shall come ate 
** Whose wife is she of the seven, f 
the seven had her to wife?” 

If the Trinitarians of the presen 
day mean to try the whole questions 
a court of law, let them make haw 


their time is short; there is no bop § 


for them but in the present La 
Chancellor, and he may have & 
doubts. A lawyer, worthy of the ce 
racter of a statesman and of the » 
in which he lives, and superior to 
a prejudices of underlings a(s. 
ord three quarters of a century ag, 
would repel applicants in such a came 
with indignation and scorn, and ses 
them home to “ learn what that mem 
eth,” “I hate robbery for bumia 
fering.” 
There wanted not, Sir, this practi 
exhibition of Calvinism to shew yor 
readers its true character; but (> 
vinists themselves may see 
emanation of their zeal, “ what m® 
ner of spirit they are of ;” and! woul 
recommend the history of the pre 
to be inserted in the next book @# 
shall be written to prove that Cali 
ism is vital godliness, because Os 
vinists are more meek, more ana 
ally-minded, more religiously- 
lent, more righteous and more 
than Unitarians. The motto of # 
a book is at hand: God! / 
thee, that [am not as other menage 
EXTORTIONERS. 
A PrespyTerian Trosts® 
a 
Sir, oft 
reo the obliging answers ¢ is 
Pye Smith, I learn wn a 
opinion, God will hereafter deal | 
mankind according to the prises 
of strict equity; that all who ® 
tually attend to the obl ae 
virtue will be made happy; that 
will be excluded ; and t in or 
tioning to all men their Oe 
tion, due allowance will be 
the circumstances of theif re 
lives, and for the ‘ rey 
moral cultivation resulting fro@ 
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To these opinions I heartily subscribe, 
to this statement I devoutly respond 
Amen. I have confidence in them, 
because they are in agreement with 
the tenor of the New Testament, and 
because they are in entire unison with 
the best and most delightful feelings 
we entertain towards the great and 
bountiful Creator, whether derived 
from revelation or from the exercise 
of the understanding directed and il- 
luminated by the light of revealed 
religion. They teach that God has 
promised to mankind a future and an 
everlasting life, and that he will adapt 
the future condition of every individual 
to that character which has been the 
result of this first stage of his exist- 
ence. And, as I feel the highest mo- 
ral certainty that every thing is froin 
(iod and of God, and that God is 
Love, I have no hesitation in the con- 
clusion, that, ultimately, all will be 
well with every creature he has des- 
tined for immortality. 

In this conclusion, I fear the learned 
gentleman and I must part; having 
agreed in our premises, I wish we had 
travelled together to the conclusion : 
and being agreed in all that appears 
to me most important I shall leave 
the subject with one remark upon an 
argument used to support the hypo- 
thesis designated by the terms Jus- 
tification and Sanctification. It has 
been said that, without the process 
deseribed- hy these terms, a sinner 
could have no ground of confidence 
before God. 

If by the word ground be meant, 
that a creature may prefer a claim 

ust his Creator, independently of 
will and mercy and goodness of 
that Creator, founded upon some 
supposed right which he has derived 
fom moral habits, then neither with 
Sanctification and Justification nor 
ee them has he any ground at 
pass if vy the term be meant that 
bits fon between certain moral ha- 
ha and a future state of immortal 
De ge which the supremely good 
shall r has, by revelation, declared 
exist, then Dr. Pye Smith, Mr. 

hia ay Fuller and myself are all en- 
« Tr lhe Doctor has said, 
penitent and believing sinner is 

- fee oy because Christ gave himself 
ce, not to purchase the Va- 


ther’ . ; 
Fe grace, but as a fruit and effecé 
VOL. xx <M 
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of that grace;” so that merey and 
grace are the ground of the expecta- 
tion of happiness, or, which is the same 
thing, the ground of a sinner’s confi- 
dence before God. (Mon. Repos. p. 
78.) Mr. Fuller says, ‘* That good 
works have the promise of salvation, 
is beyond dispute. Nothing that God 
approves Shall go unrewarded. The 
least expression of faith and love, 
even the giving a cup of cold water to 
a disciple of Christ’s, because he be- 
longs to him, will insure everlasting 
life.’”’ See Fuller’s Works, Vol. VII. 
p. 431. I should think no man would 
wish to employ a term of higher cer- 
tainty or one that implies more of 
necessary connexion than the word 
INSURE. 

I observe that the charge of pious 
theft and the hint that these pious 
thieves will be excluded from heaven 
for it, made by Dr, Smith, has at- 
tracted the notice of a correspondent, 
and that the Doctor has replied to 
him. Nevertheless, I will take the 
liberty to say, I think the change of 
property in this country from the 
Catholic to the Protestant Church, at 
the Reformation, is a case very much 
in point. Except indeed, and this is 
a most important exception, that in 
one case Dr. Smith’s party were the 
gainers, and in the other they are 
likely to be the losers. The mere 
fact of the exchange of property being 
made by act of parliament, and by 
the act of such a parliament, though 
it might justify, it could not sanctify 
the appropriation of the funds of the 
Catholic Church, if such an appro- 
priation were in itself unjust, and if 
so tremendous a punishment had been 
threatened against it. The law and 
the fact I take to be this, that as 
succeeding generations of men im- 
prove in knowledge, they will apply, 
and they ought to apply, those means 
which their forefathers had found ser- 
viceable, to carry on their own im- 
provement; and that an endowment 
for a professorship whose object was 
to inaintain the Prolemaic system, will 
be and ought to be devoted in the 
present day to maintaining the system 
of Newton, notwithstanding the for- 
iner system was stoutly supported by 
the founder. 

THOMAS GIBSON. 
- ——a 
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Sir, April \0, 1825. 
EFORE I transcribe the extracts 
I alluded to in my last, (p. 142,) 
I beg leave to prefix a brief sketch of 
the character of the author, by a gen- 
tleman not unknown to many of your 
readers, the late excellent William 
Rathbone, of Liverpool, who was well 
acquainted with Job Scott personally, 
aa of whom he says, in his Narrative 
of Events in Ireland, among the So- 
ciety called Quakers, p. 28, “ As a 
man and a minister he was esteemed 
and beloved, both in his native coun- 
try, where his religious labours had 
been frequent and extensive, and also 
by those persons who had the oppor- 
tunities of being acquainted with him 
in Europe. 
“To ued his visit was manifestly 
influential in producing an expansion 
of mind, especially among those with 
whom his acquaintance was intimate. 
He was a man of strong natural abili- 
ties, of singular piety, and of exem- 
plary dedication of heart to whatever 
peared to him in the light of duty. 
He considered religious truth as a 
arl of inestimable value ; hence he 
ame accustomed to habits of fre- 
quent and serious reflexion ; and these 
habits he was desirous of encouraging 
in others. It was his belief, and the 
subject of his frequent regret, that 
the professors of the gospel generally, 
those of his own Society not excepted, 
were too much in the practice of rest- 
ing in forms and ceremonies—taking 
up their religion on trust—depending 
on the labours and experience of 
others—and too implicitly adopting 
their opinions. ; 
“ To counteract this tendency, and 
to excite a serious, diligent and indivi- 
dwal search after truth, and a faithful 
attention to all its dictates, were the 
great objects of his ministry, conver- 
sation and epistolary correspondence. 
these, as well as the journal of his 
life, labours and religious experience, 
exhibited striking proofs of a mind 
me ay = penetrating beyond the 
nes , } accustomed to original 

~ oe views of truth. 

» however, been greatly re. 
atetted by several of his friende fa 
vome controverted opinions, which are 

nown to be at variance with those of 
aia oe age, are published, with. 
y COMment, m the early part of 
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his journal; and that several othe 
assages, some of which were 
iarly striking and energetic, are wholh 
— ; 
have made the following extray 
from Job Scott’s tract, entitled, “Ra 
marks upon the Narvre or Saurs 
TION BY CuHaist,” &c., which com 
mences at 'p. 39 of the pamphkt, 
published under the peculiar circum. 
stances described in my last. 
**He” (God, says Job Scott) “ neve 
repeals a jot or tittle of the moral lav 
to any, sper than it is fulfilled: 
them. It can never pass away tilli 
is fulfilled: and it is never taite 
fulfilled than the state of transgressin 
is removed, on account of which it 
was added. ‘ God is unchangeabk’ 
All the changeable dispensations res 
from, and are accommodated to, th 
different states of mankind. Ther 
never was but one way of salvation, 
nor of remission of sins. Coulda 
thing else ever have answered th 
purpose but the birth, life and gorem 
ment of Christ in man, it would® 
swer still, and as well now as er. 
This was pointed to by the law a 
its ordinances, by John and his fie 
rative and preparatory baptism, 
as far as the work of salvation 
ever wrought in any age OF | 
tion, it was the work of God hy or 
yet mever was carried on and ci 
pleted without the creature’s conse 
and co-operation.” —Pp.45,46.<- - 
mission of past sins is equally, in® 
ages, the act of Divine grace. hs 
the mercy of God, L. and 
Christ the begotten, his unc 
nature, an auribte or excelleney 
separable from the Divine 
He cannot retain anger, OF ie 
to a state not in opposition de 
Anger, as a passion, he has ng 
is always in himself the semé . 
always one. There is * treaia 
him.”—Pp. 47, 48.—“ ; 
(such is oe purity and goodness 
eternal, unchangeable nature) . 
a sham invitation to any, ! a! 
upon them as a real and sincere te 
As his promise is yea and rout’ 
ever, so is his cali, All have ® hoe 
but they have ‘ not all obeyed.” ue 
x. 16. “The eall is as real to is 
does not, as to him who dee * ia 
lu order that we might be i 
creatures, conscious of good 
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objects of reward and pu- 
nishment, free agency was absolutely 
necessary to man. Hence results our 
capacity to obey or disobey God’s call, 
to yield to or resist the operations and 
workings of his power in us for salva- 
tion, And hence the Divine equity of 
rewarding every man according to his 
works, according to the deeds done in 
the body. , 

“He that commits sin works di- 
rectly against God, against the Divine 
call, the manifestation and operation 
of God in himself. This is the evil of 
sin; It is hence the guilt and con- 
demnation ariseth. It is rebellion 

inst the light. The light shines in 

; in ‘ Every man that cometh into 
the world.’ John i. 9. It not only is 
but must be so, from the very nature, 
the goodness of God.”—Pp. 48, 49. 

“ God and evil are in eternal con- 
trariety, and as God cannot change, he 
cannot at one time be unreconciled, 
and at another time reconciled to the 
same state. Imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness to sinners, so as to re- 
concile them to God in a state of actual 
sin or alienation from him, is as im- 
possible as to reconcile light and 
darkness, or Christ and Belial. It is 
a phantom that has risen up in the 
fogs and mists of benighted minds. 
Itis attempting to climb up to heaven 
some other way than by Christ, the 
door, And yet such is the power of 
darkness, that this is called magnify- 
ing the merits of a crucified Saviour, 
who never saves his people, but as he 
saves then from their sins! He is 
the eternal word, and as such is God. 
To ws he is the emanation, or Son of 
God's love.”—Pp. 50, 51. 

After quoting the words of Christ, 
recorded in John xiv. 20, ‘* At that 
day ye shall know that I am in iny 
Father, and you in me, and / in you,” 
Job Scott adds, “ This is the great 
mystery of godliness. God manifest 
m the flesh, is not confined to the 
flesh of that one body,” p. 54; and 
im the next page, after quoting John 
ee ‘I and my Father are ove,” 
me Says, “ Christ formed in man, is 
a the oneness with the Father. The 

tn of God in every soul is one 

him in the everlasting covenant ; 

* truly so, in measure, as there was 
* real oneness with God, in the man 
Christ Jesus. ‘I have said ye are gods, 
“2d all of you are children of the 


and proper 
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Most High.’ Psalm Ixxxii. 6. [And 
if children then heirs, | and their dying 
like men, in the next verse, is, as it 
happened to the blessed Jesus, as well 
as to ail his co-heirs and brethren.” 

Of the declaration in Exodus, “ Is- 
rael is my son, even my first-born,” 
our author says, “‘ This is true for 
ever; for leona, the begotten and born 
of God, even when the seed of Abra- 
ham sutlered in Egypt, was truly his 
only son, his first-born; and hence he 
speaks of all the seed in the singular 
number. ‘ Israel is my son, my first- 
born.’ This could not have been true, 
had not this Israel been the seed of 
Abraham spwitual/y; and in the same 
sense Christ is so called; that is, not 
seeds as of many, but the one seed, 
which is Christ, in all the heirs and 
brethren. ‘ This day have I begotten 
thee,’ is, through all time, the lan- 
guage of the Father. ‘ Unto us a 
child is dora, unto us a son és given,’ 
Isa. ix. 6, is as true at one time as 
another, in the present tense, without 
looking backward or forward.”—Pp. 
59, 60. 

** There is an eternal distance and 
separation between Christ and all that 
is unholy. No grain of his righteous- 
hess was ever imputed to any soul, 
but in exact proportion to its actual 
sanctification, or submission to the 
Divine will. What can be more ab- 
surd than to suppose Christ’s suffer- 
ings have altered Him, who is always 
unchangeably the same? Or, that 
He sees us any otherwise than as we 
are, in our actual state and condition ? 
I can have no expectation of salvation 
by Christ, without the fellowship of 
his sufferings, and conformity to his 
death. But blessed for ever be the 
name of the Lord, I have known some- 
thing of the power of Christ to salva- 
tion ; | know certainly that there is no 
other name given under heaven where- 
by men can be saved. But who is this 
Saviour? ‘1, evea I am the Lord, 
and besides me there is no Saviour.’ 
Isa. xiii. 11."—P. 68. 

After observing that ‘* some of the 
greatest sons of natural science, the 
very darlings of genius, and masters 
of reason, have been and now are De- 
ists,” our author adds, “ And, I con- 
fess, I sec nothing so absurb in Deism, 
at least nothing so repugnant to the 
goud sense and common understand- 
ing of mankind, as J see in what some 
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of the great doctors of divinity, so 
termed, hold forth for the doctrines of 
the gospel.” —P. 70. Again, “But 
if | know Christ no otherwise than 
they teach, describe and declare him, 
I think, I must be either a sceptic or 
a Deist. I can never see the con- 
nexion between the sufferings of a 
body of flesh, seventeen or eighteen 
hundred years ago, and the salvation 
of an immortal soul at this day ; swith- 
out secing those sufferings connected 
with the suffi rings of the seed that is 
one in all. The seed groaned on Cal- 
vary, the seed groans in all; ‘ Even 
we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, the redemp- 
tion of our body? The whole crea- 
tion (of mankind) groans more or less 
to be delivered into the liberty of the 
children of God. And this salvation 
by Christ, the suffering seed, the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world 
is in this way, the most glorious dis- 
play of infinite wisdom! But I think 
the system by some promulgated for 
the gospel of salvation by Jesus, is as 
full fraught with absurdity, as almost 
any thing I have met with in Maho- 
metanism, or the ancient mythology 
of the Heathen. 

“The world by wisdom knew not 
(iod then, nor can the wisdom of the 
world a whit more know him now; 
but this wisdom has got hold of things 
given by inspiration and revelation 
from God to his children ; and doubts 
not its full competency to the com- 
prehension, methodizing and promul- 
gation of the gospel! This wisdom 
reads,” [but not in the genuine text of 
the Seriptures,) “ ‘There are three 
that bear record in heaven :’ and will 
have ut, these are three distinct persons 
im one God; and rivers of human blood 
have been shed in consequence of the 
contentions that have been about this 
mystery! As they handle it, they ad- 
vance natural flesh and blood to divi- 
nity; they deify a person of shape and 
dimensions, and look for 
aoe a — make, in 
are but one God : "But ) > me hey 
faekaeeet be : bs the three that 

' menayen, are 
where God reveals them, 
cleew here.” —By thi 
observations of our 
probable he was not 
the history ott 


his coming, 


known 
and never 
> 

and the following 
author, it seems 
“yuainted with 


“is Corrupt interpola. 
ton of the text He adds, “* No 


mystery can be declared from Gy, 
and gain credence, but anon, t& 
poor finite wisdom of the creature pp. 
sumes to lay hold of it, and yaily 
proceeds to absolute determination 
and then often seeks to enforce ther 
notions on mankind, sometimes by 
the point of the sword, sometimes by 
fire and faggot ; and were I an honew 
Deist, 1 wust endure their tortures, 
before I could subscribe to their dog. 
mas. 

*‘ Let the creature be passive til 
life leads to action ; let man bea fool, 
as he is, and wait on God for instru. 
tion, and he will at least avoid th 
labyrinth of learned absurdity; ant 
may learn that the infinite Jehoral, 
the great J am, as the eternal, self. 
existent, omnipotent, and first cane 
of all things, ever reigns properly Ged 
and is one.”’—Pp. 71, 72. 

“ How far he (God) is or is te 
properly the Futher of all created it- 
telligences, all animated nature, [am 
not curious to inquire or anxious & 
decide ; but as putting forth his poe 
er, or uttering his voice, or as power 
put forth, or a voice uttered, in ordet 
for production or creation, or in 
for diffusion of bliss, he is the Mey 
word; also as manifesting in intell- 
gible language the Divine Will, to the 
ear of the soul, he is the word of the 
Lord; the word nigh in the ber 
and mouth ; not only in the heart, fe 
when the prophets speak, ‘ It is (as 
Christ said) not ye that speak, but te 
spirit of your Father that speaketh ia 
you. And as he speaketh m 
and by or through them, to 
he is also the word in the mouth w 
well as in the heart. As yon, 
production, or as being begotten 
brought forth in man in a state . 
pendence and want, and looking Up 
a superior, preserver, feeder, @ 
er in every sense, he becomes & 
and this was our Saviour’s state ® 
that body, and is the state of 
in all. He was dependent, he - 
tried and tempted in all things ® 
are, hence his sympathy with al i 
seed: he is touched with a feeling 
all our infirmities ; is 4 mereifi ; 
faithful high priest ; and bemg 
self tempted knows how tos 
them that are tempted. He cous 
nothing without his Father; i 
Father worketh hitherto, and | \ 
said he. * My Father is greater 
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‘ But of that day and that hour know- 
eth no man; no, not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father” Mark xiii. 32.” Pp. 72, 73. 
“He (Christ) submitted to his pa- 
rents, obeyed and learned gradually. 
‘Learned obedience by the things 
he suffered” He advanced by de- 
grees, and grew in ‘ stature and in 
favour with God and man.’ And 
though he never sinned, yet ‘ he died 
unto sin once ;’ that is, unto the mo- 
tions, which, if obeyed, had brought 
forth sin; for he had a will as a man ,; 
as a man his nature was reluctant to 
the cross: ‘If it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me,’ but he abode in 
subjection: ‘ Not my will, but thine be 
done.’ Just the path we all must 
tread to glory, the way we all must 
walk if ever we obtain salvation. He 
must reign in us till he puts all ene- 
mies under us; here he must sit at 
God’s right hand, the right hand of 
Omnipotence ia every soul, till eternal 
power makes all his foes his footstool ; 
ull he puts down all other rule and 
authority in us but his own, till per- 
fect obedience and subjection takes 
place, till our will is swallowed up in 
the Divine will; here as Mediator, 
having made perfect reconciliation, he 
renders up the kingdom to the Father, 
and God becomes all in all.” P. 74. 
“Though God is eternally dut one, 
there is no ¢wain at all in him, 
not even love in him, in any wise dif- 
ferent from wisdom, goodness, power, 
wrath, vengeance, or any thing that is 
in him; yet as it is very proper to 
speak of these several attributes or 
perfections, and of divers operations, 
according to what he operates upon, 
a fountain of living waters to the 
thful, a consuming fire to the man 
‘iso it 18 proper, and there is a 
he dra ,exPerimental ground for 
ies ction Father, Son, and Spi- 
mt; yea further for the distinction 
ae, of the Father, and of 
Py ce 9 we find Paul expresses it.” 
Pea, ji. 
the ag aine tife in Christ, was 
ho wd of | vod in him, and in 
ret os ie . and his Father were one ; 
tt a God which was human, 
ther is reat “4 testified, | My Pa- 
y ae t nan 1. _This will eter- 
be greater = 3 God is and ever will 
an any thing else; and 
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though Aumanity is united with divi- 
nity in every new-born babe in Christ, 
yet none can ever aspire to equality 
with God, nor with Christ. For, 
though every babe that is begotten 
and born of God is the offspring of 
God, born of the same holy seed, and 
so ‘ Christ is not ashamed to eall 
them brethren ;’ yet as the birth of 
the divine life, in the union with the 
human, was most emivent in that 
prepared body ; as the Jody itself was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, and 
was uniformly in subjection to the 
divine life; as Le was thus brought 
forth for a most exce!lent work and 
service, and for the glorious display 
of the way and work of salvation, sO 
all the brethren and fellow-heirs with 
him, must for ever allow him the pre- 
eminence. Yet this hinders not their 
being born of the same holy seed a: 
to the divine life in them, therefore it 
is One and the same wherever it be- 
comes the life of the soul.’ Pp. 84, 
8d. 

The concluding paragraph of this 
work is as follows: ** God will be for 
ever disposed alike at all times to a 
soul in the same state. If he rejects 
at one time for actual sin or sinful- 
ness, he will always reject for the 
same. It is perfectly idle to talk of 
being completely reconciled to God, 
by the righteousness of Christ, whilst 
remaining actually sinners in our- 
selves ; or that we are holy in him, 
and unholy in ourselves. God always 
regards us just as we are in ourselves, 
and is to us accordingly, because he 
cannot change. 

“* And therefore to the froward he 
will shew himself froward, because all 
that are froward are in direct oppo- 
sition to him. Let that heanetiate 
in us be removed, and a reconciliation 
must of course take place, for he is in 
eternal good-will to all good, and to 
all that are strictly under the influ- 
ence of good. Here there can be 
twain no longer; for all jarring fro- 
wardness and opposition being re- 
moved, the oneness is established, 
wherein the true peace consists for 
ever. This is the work of Cunist in 
man, and of Gop in Cunist. It is 
also the work of man dy Cunist, and 
of Curnist by Gop the Farugn.” 

Copious as the foregoing extracts 
are, | would offer you one more from 
the author's address to the reader. 
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270 List of Norfolk petitioning Clergy in favour of Roman Catholics, 


“If,” says he, “‘ courteous reader— 
thy heart is won to Jesus in good 
earnest, and thou art engaged to follow 
him wherever he leads thee, through 
fire and water, through persecution, 
temptation, ridicule, and contempt; if 
thou art bent to bear him company be- 
fore the high priests, lawyers, and Pi- 
late, and to stand by him through all 
his perils, in his fast, agony, and death 
on the cross, hold on thy way, he will 
be with thee, and will not forsake thee. 
Remember, for thy encouragement, 
what he said to his disciples, ‘ Ye 
have continued with me in my tempta- 
tions, and FE appoint unto you a king- 
dom.’ This will hold good to all his 
upright followers for ever. I heartily 
wish thee a good journey in thy race 
to the heavenly Canaan, the commu- 
nication and comfort of the holy spi- 
rit, and a blissful abode in the man- 
sions of eternity. I dedicate in much 
real good-will, the foregoing to thy 
use and service, and bid thee farewell, 
until we meet next in the realms of 
Emanuel, to unite with saints, angels, 
and seraphs in the songs of salvation, 
round the throne of Jehovah for ever.” 
THOMAS FOSTER, 
—— 
Norwich, 
Sik, May 3, 1825. 

N the pages of the Repository I 
have sometimes spoken of the Es. 
tablished Clergy in no very favourable 
terms, and their conduct with regard 
to the important question of religious 
liberty, as connected with the emanci- 
pation of the Catholics, has certainly 
not raised them in my opinion. It is, 
therefore, with no ordinary degree of 
satisfaction that I send you the names 
of the following clergymen, of Nor- 
folk, who have petitioned in farour of 
Catholic emancipation. While Mr. 
— Smith, at a meeting of all the 
Clergy im the Bast Riding of York- 
shire, had to regret “ that he had 
not only to differ, but to stand alone 
among them,” (see Christian Re. 
former for April, p.109,) Norfolk 
can produce the fallowing honourable 
list, and I hope it will be allowed to 

"> p.Permanent recon in the p 
call themosives Dlscennea tone rae 

. nters look at it 

and, if they can, blush ! ; 


LDWARD TAYLOR. 


R. stands for Rector, V. for View | 
and C, fur Curate, 


George Glover, Archdeacon of S94. 
bury. 

Charles Anson, Rector of Lyng. 

Edward S. Keppell, R. of Quidenhas, 

Robert Bathurst, Commissary of Se. 
folk. 

Henry Wilson, R. of Kirby Cane, 

J. B. Collyer, V. of Wroxham. 

Henry Anson, R. of Skeyton. 

Joseph L’Oste, R. of Postwick. 

Thomas Sword, Perp. C. of St. Man, 
Bungay. 

James Stoughton, R. of Sparham, 

Thomas Sayers, C. of Oby. 

Francis Howes, Minor Canon of Nor 
wich Cathedral. 

Lig. Treadway, V. of Gayton. 

John D. Borton, R. of Blofield. 

Edward Valpy, R. of Thwaite. 

Charles Hardy, C. of St. Swithio, 
Norwich. 

W. Gibbs, C. of Castleacre. 

John Colman, R. of Knapton. 

W. Collett, R. of Swanton Morley. 

W. Collett, Jun., V. of Surlingham. 

Cremer Cremer, C. of Town Bar 
ingham. 

John Fellowes, V. of Shotesham. 

Hor. Dashwood, R. of Caister. _ 

Dacre B. Lennard, R. of St. Michael 
at Plea, Norwich. : 

Thomas Talbot, R. of Heigham, Nor 
wich. 

J. Mathew, Reepham. 

Thomas Hetling, C. of Witchinghas. 

Thomas Watson, R. of Thurlton. 

R. F. Elwin, R. of Wilby cum Har: 
ham. 

E. J. W. Valpy, Norwich. 

Thomas Clowes, C. of Cromer. 

A. Turnour, V. of Garvestone. 

W. Gordon, og . 

T. G. Heigham, N, Walsham. 

Stephen Allen, Jun., R. of Welter 

Philip Hudson, R. of Felbrigg. 

J. Ackroyd, C. of Warham. 

J.D. Crofts, C. of oo. ae 

J. A. Tickell, V. of Wighton. 

Robert Hamond, R. of Beauchamwel 

George Taylor, C. of Marlingfont 

William Newcome, R. of Munf 

Gooch Foweli, C. of woe 

Dixon Hoste, R. of Tittleshatl. 

Edwin Sidney, C. of Acle. 

R. H. Cooper, C. a 

W. Manning, R. of Diss. ' 

W. H. Lenn, D.D., R. of We 
ham. 
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£. G. Blyth, R. of Burnham. : 
Stephen Allen, Minister of Lynn St. 
Ma t. 
Pa sll C. of Lynn St. Mi- 
chael. 
James Coulton, V. of N. Wootton. 
Robert Leeder, C. of East Winch. 
Robert Hankinson, V. of Walpole St. 
Andrew. 
William Parson, R. of Brandon. 
George Stracey, R. of Rackheath. 
Charles Codd, E. Dereham. 
Caleb Elwin, Melton Constable. 
a — 
Sir, 
— are extraordinary times. 
One of his Majesty’s ministers, 
one highly gifted, brings a charge of 
ignorance upon the subjects of reli- 
gion against a large and powerful class 
of petitioners to the House of Com- 
mons, Another member of the House 
ventures in very measured terms to 
hint at a consideration of the Thirty- 
nine Articles, and his hints are received 
with shouts of laughter. The solem- 
nity of the subject is in vain put 
before the honourable members, for 
if the report be correct, derision alone 
teas waking. 
_ But let the report speak for itself ; 
it 8 worth your attention whether 
my remaks upon it be so or not. Mr. 
P. Courtenay said he had long been of 
opinion, and it was an opinion he had 
been some years in forming, and other 
years in determining to act upen (a 
laugh), that all sects and all establish- 
ments, not excepting the Church of 
England, required from their members 
too great a minuteness of conformity. 
(Hear, hear!) It was his humble opi- 
nion, which he offered to the House 
with great deference, but still with 
confidence of sincere conviction, 
that the time was come when we 
ought to alter our articles. (Hear !) 
If honourable gentlemen would take 
the trouble to read over the Thirty- 
mine Articles. (Loud laughter, and 
enes of hear !)—He regretted the le- 
vity which the House had exhibited on 
'§ Occasion, and as he was likely to 
a means of having 80 serious a 
ubject treated with ridicule, he should 
close his observations. (Cries of “ go 
a hear!) When the House 
. _ as ludicrous and chimerical 
Thier possibility of reading the 
eas ane at Articles of our religion, 
tis a strong confirmation of 


State of the Times, as to Theology. 97 1 


the proposition he had advanced? 
(Hear, hear!) He would almost ven- 
ture to say, that a very great majority 
of those he was addressing never read 
the Articles of their religion, (A laugh, 
and cries of hear, hear, hear!) Of 
this he was quite certain, that the 
most religious parents, who were de- 
sirous of bringing up their sons in 
the most exemplary manner, were not 
in the habit of ineuleating religion 
through the Articles of the Church. 
See Morning Chronicle. 

I am ivelined to think that the 
charge of ignorance upon subjects 
connected with revealed religion might 
be extended beyond the members of 
the House of Commons to scientific 
men in general. Jt is a question 
worthy of an answer, How is it that 
sO many very respectable inen turn 
from it with disgust or derision? 
** Knowledge,” says Lord Bacon, ** is 
power,” and every man knows that 
the possession of power is supremely 
desirable. All the human race from 
the cradle to the grave are in pursuit 
of it, and although the roads are va- 
rious through which they have sought 
or are still seeking for it, yet accord- 
ing to the degrees of their civilization 
they are rightly or wrongly driving on 
in the pursuit. How far this power- 
ful stimulus is capable of carrying 
mankind, or how interminable its in- 
fluence, let those declare who are best 
fitted to judge; but the fact is clear 
that one uniform and irresistible in- 
fluence is driving forward the whole 
human species in search after the best 
means of securing their happiness. 

From the history of Natural Science 
we learn how various have been the 
opinions of different men in different 
circumstances, and that exertion and 
collision have produced progression 
and uniformity. So that althongh 
the chase may be considered only 
begun, certain laws have been disco- 
vered by the sure operation of which, 
we shall be carried forward to the 
destruction of our prey. Those who 
have laboured most or who have been 
most successful have been rewarded 
by the common approbation ; if dis- 
crepancies have been observed in their 
opinions, they have not been attri- 
buted to sinister motives, and the re- 
ward they have sought they have ob- 
tained, which Lord Bacon so empha- 
tically describes by the word Power. 
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In such a delightful world as the one 
we inhabit, this, which may be called a 
part of its moral government, is con- 
formabie to our expectations ; for the 
in fluence which propels men forward 
in their search after good is bound up 
in and is inseparable from their con- 
stitution, It binds them into socie- 
ties and enables them to benefit by 
the advantages of society. 

Yet in the range of science one 
department is inaccessible. ‘The mind 
of man, so curiously formed, wants 
one faculty. He is able to collect, to 
arrange, and to use the information 
he derives from outward and visible 
objects, but his anxiety is not satis- 
fied. He wishes to know if he be not 
connected with other beings and with 
other times, and he finds no means of 
progression, no fulcrum for the pow- 
ers of his mind, no star to direct him 
how to shape his course. But the 
finger of Omniscience has pierced the 
cloud, the hand-writing upon the wall 
has traced in fair and legible charac- 
ters the interesting and grand result 
to which he is to be conducted. What 
has been revealed? By whom has 
the discovery been made? And how 
have mankind received the heavenly 
communication ? ; 

The prophet of Nazareth appeared 
in the simplest form and rank of 
society; he grew up from infancy to 
youth, from youth to manhood : he 
performed all the common offices of 
humanity, and enjoyed or suffered all 
the varmous relations of human so- 
erety; his intellectual capacity ap- 
pear d to be bounded by the sources 
of his information ; his “message Was 
ake livered im the simplest language ; 
to learning and science he made no 
pretension ; infancy and childhood 
were admitted to his familiar instruc. 
tion; he appealed to his countrymen 
as to rational and intelligent beings : 
he addressed his teachings to them as 
fo men who could attain to knowledge 
only by the exercise of the under- 
standing, and by argument and reason 
he sought to make them his disciples. 
WV e, on the contrary, have invested 
sehasee hae aed eee 

—s : hat he was 
Pp: ase? and pained in 
! that his knowledge 


Ws 
i”) indeed 


appearance 
: was only 
OV the obj. cts of knowledge ; 
that types and figures and prophecies 
must all be familiar to the mind that 
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would understand him ; we hare nm. 
sacked the stores of metaphysical ga. 
tilty, and coined a set of phrases whey 
we would communicate our gleaning 
from the heavenly storehouse; » 
have set apart a distinet order of meg, 
endowed them with a separate offe 
and character, invested them witha 
mysterious oflicial rank, exem 
them from many of the honours af 
all the burthens of society, and & 
clared that they and they alone shi 
be the authorized expounders of th 
heavenly doctrine ; that no man ough 
to enter or quit the world but under 
their direction or superintendance; w 
have denounced eternal misery upes 
all who shall venture to judge ai 
examine, unless by such judgment 
and examination they come up to the 
orthodox standard, and as if everlast 
ing damnation was not énough, ¥ 
have endeavoured to abridge theme 
the delights of social life, and of s 
many of its honours and emoluments 
as we can command. 

And what has been the result? 
Just such a result as such a coum 
must lead co. Knowledge has not bee 
power, nay knowledge has abridged 
its possessors of power. It has not 
been increased by the use we hare 
made of the heavenly message, but i 
spite of it. ‘The terms religion, pa 
son, articles of faith, firm anticipates 
of the promises of the gospel, are e0 
sidered as by-words of contempt, 0 
marks of hypocrisy, and not by me 
who are themselves contemptible, but 
by men who by common consent # 
admitted to be benefactors of t 
kind. And if any of these highly- 
gifted men have gained a glimpse 
the heavenly messenger their view 
been distorted and their ardour ' 
ened by early and fixed pr 
against the world’s idol. : 

In these days of increased and = 
creasing knowledge, what is to be dose: 
Let us take example from other %°* 
ences which are largely connect 
the well-being of society. Pat . 
gious knowledge before mankind ‘ 
its simplest form, invite them 
free discussion of its precep’, us 
coveries, and its merits, take away 
monopoly of the clergy, leave its pre 
fessors to make their way 5 shel 
the exercise of their talents oer 
industry, divest it of the Jar abl 
schools, permit every man © 
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Communication from 


a translation of the Scriptures when- 
ever pleasure or profit shall induce 
him, judge his work with candour and 
himself with liberality, and leave every 
man to adopt, to publish, and to pro- 
mote his own views of religion accord- 
ing to his judgment and his feelings ; 
and then let us see if general igno- 
rance will prevail, or we shall be met 
with laughter and scorn when the arti- 
cles of faith are introduced to the no- 
tice of Parliament. 

THOMAS GIBSON. 


a 


Communication from Ram Doss, of 
Calcutta, 


[Our readers may remember our 
riving an account in a former volume 
NIX 236, 296—301] of a publication 
by Ram Doss against the Unitarians, 
intended to unite the Hindoos and 
Trinitarian Christians as common be- 
lievers in the incarnation of the Deity, 
in Opposition to all believers in the 
unity and spirituality of the Divine 
nature and person. We are now about 
to lay before them a letter, from the 
i of the same singular writer, to 
t. French, the Barrister, who, in 
the defence of two of Carlile’s shop- 
Inen,  eagjgya for blasphemy at the 
ey, made a furious attack 
upon the Unitarians, which, because 
twas furious, they have thought below 
my notice. The letter is forwarded 
Me Be Mr. Arnot, lately Editor of 
a uckingham’s Calcutta Journal, 
, like that gentleman, has been 
from India by an order of 
Governor-General. Mr. Arnot 
me that “ the MS., which appears 
the production of some red-hot 
rose fr, was sent to him when on 
se of leaving Calcutta in No- 
last, accompanied by a letter 

st te e sane signature, and is now 
of amie as it is evidently a sort 
. to against the { nitarians 1p 
ae The letter is accom panied 
to Ros pamphlet, an appendix 
A 38's controversy with the 

; thanasian, Dr. Tytler. This 

s nothin, that would interest 

have lef rs. The Doctor seems to 
© felt Calcutta, in consequ f 
ote » in quence 0 
_ a Sedienl appointinent 

» the government ma 
iat that he is best out of the ann 
Course of the newspaper con- 


troy 

eTey = . 

vor bsg Veen him and Ram Doss, 
: ~ N 
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he insinuates that this latter personage 
is @ fictitious character, and charges 
his productions upon some known in- 
dividual, we suppose Mr. Adam, the 
Unitarian missionary, who appears 
(for the pamphlet is obscure on this 
point) to have published a contradic- 
tion of the charge, and a denial of all 
knowledge of the writings under the 
name of this Brahmin. Mr Arnot 
suys, ‘* the letter to Mr. French has 
every mark of being from the same 
pen as it professes; but who the au- 
thor may be is not known at Calcutta, 
where the name is too common to 
point out the individual, unless he 
were characterized by something else.” 
Having given this history of the MS, 
we now insert it as a curiosity. Ep. | 


To —— Frencn, Esq., 


Barrister in England. 
SiR, 

BOUT eighteen months ago | 
met with a severe disappoint- 
ment from Dr. R. Tytler, of the Ho- 
nourable East India Company’s ser- 
vice, his noisy professions having led 
me to hope that he was a sincere de- 
fender of the manifestation of God in 
the flesh, against our common ene- 
mies, the Unitarian heretics. A short 
time, however, discovered the incon- 
sistency of his professions ; as he failed 
to co-operate with me in this good 
work, notwithstanding the numerous 
appeals | made to him by the common 
basis of our respective religions, to 
unite with me in contending against 
that ‘‘ nest of serpents’? who have, 
by their false reasonings, shaken the 
lofty temple of the holy faith in the 
ylurality of persons under one God- 
head, which we in common with Chris- 
tians piously maintain, These horrid 
blasphemers of Divine incarnations 
have consequently been since gaining 
ground in various parts of the world, 
and are gradually robbing both Hin- 
doos and Christians of the sacred 
shield of divine mystery, which is the 
strong hold of aes truth. The 
accompanying pamphlet gives a full 
and correct account of my unsuccess- 
ful negociation with that gentleman, 
and will shew you how I was ulta- 
mately reduced to a state of despair, 
by his imprudently neglecting to fora 
with me a holy alliance in support of 

our Common cause. 
But I have of late fortunately met 
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with the speech which you, as a true 
Christian, delivered on the trial of 
one of the deluded shopmen of the 
impious Carlile ; a speech which, al- 
though it bears so much similarity 
in point of style with the language 
of Dr. Tytler, yet far surpasses his 
writing in soundness of reasoning and 
sublimity of flustration. My de- 
spair of secing a holy alliance formed 
among all orthodux Hindoos and 
Christians in defence of our saered 
cause of Divine incarnations, has con- 
sequently been changed into a san- 
iine hope of snecess. And I now 
ook forward with confidence to the 
prospect of that “‘ nest of serpents,” 
the Unitarians, being exposed to dis- 
grace, (as they have already been by 
your eloquent address,) and deprived 
of the situations, either high or low, 
which they now unaworthily hold, and 
if possible banished from their homes 
and country, and prevented from en- 
joying the light of that heaven which 
they have insulted by denying the ma- 
nifestation of God in the flesh, which 
both Hindoos and Christians believe ! 
You who are distinguished as much 
by your legal knowledge as by your 
piety, may prove the legality and ex- 
pedieney of the alliance I recommend- 
ed, to the Lord High Chancellor of 
England, whe, from his known piety 
and zeal, will doubtless have sufficient 
influence with the most pious and en- 
lightened part of the Bishops to induce 
them to co-operate with us. I, in 
like manner, will exert myself to pro- 
eure the co-operation of all the wor- 
shipers of the blessed Munoo, all the 
behevers in the Divine Ram, and all 
the followers of the holy Saviour Dut- 
tatrn, and many other sacred mani- 
festations of God in the flesh, which, 
together with the worshipers of the 
incarnation of the blessed Jesus whom 
you adore, will form a host of be. 
in divine incarnations, before 
which the Unitarian heretics must flee 
like chaff before the wind. 
You will not, I hope, neglect this 
— ty of uniting in de. 
the common basis of our 
faith from any notions similar to those 
of Dr. Tytler, who, from the ve 
confined theological education be has 
had the misfortune to receive. fel 
@diculey to belberine | ve, felt a 
Divine facarnation tin more than one 
ton; but you who dis- 
Play such superior judgment, must at 
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once perceive that, as God cons 
seended to assume thie form of a me, 
and even of a dove in Judea, thers 
every probability that the Deity shou 
also deign to appear in the humm 
shape for similar reasons in Inde 
Besides, both the Hindoo and Oye 
tian Scriptures prove that God bs 
never chosen to manifest himself 2 
the flesh in any other quarter of th 
world but in Asia; doubtless because 
its inhabitants have been always bb 
most favourite and peculiar people 
This is an argument which even th 
most daring Unitarian heretic canam 
refute; how then can any man, wh 
is blessed with a single grain of fait 
in Divine incarnations, doubt that the 
Deity has often manifested himself ia 
Indian flesh? In the same manne 
as no good Hindoo can for a momet 
doubt, that God in another be 
Asia may have assumed the forme 
an Israelite, under which he has sive 
been worshiped by Christians. 

Let not the great distance betwee 
us depress our minds; but lets 
each in his respective sphere zealows 
maintain the Holy cause of Divine® 
carnations, and co-operate for thee 
tirpation of the heretical notion « 
unity in the Deity. A reply, expr 
ing your concurrence in this 
will be received with extreme 
cation, by your 

N oat obedient and humble Se 
vant, and Friend in 


RAM DOSS. 


Caloutta, Nov. 17, 1824. 
pe 
Sir, ; 
DERMIT me to call the attem® 
of your readers to & 02. 

which IF consider important ee 
cause, not only of speculative, te 
moral and practical truth. I mem 

dually increasing custom of se 

issenting youths to ao 
where they can enjoy no howe” 
they have cabecttbe't mselves “bet 
fide Members .of the Ese 
Charch.” That such a test on] 
and arbitrary, will readily be > th 
but may it therefore be taket 
illustrious Ralpho has said, 


“ He tis who makes the oath thas bee 
it, y 
Not he that for convenience tabes 


; \ 
But as this was (even the dm 
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Butler) a caricature of Presbyterian 
‘vocation, it is to be hoped that 
none of us are prepared to adopt it. 
With regard to the test in question, 
we have been told that it is ‘‘ a mere 
matter of form,” that “ it deceives 
nobody,” and that ** those who take 
it are often professed unbelievers,” 
&e. 1 doubt whether a man is justi- 
fied in professing a falsehood where it 
ie “a matter of form,” but in this 
case it most clearly is not. Suppose 
an estate bequeathed for the suste- 
nance of poor men, and limited by the 
will of the donor to such as have never 
been married. The trustees, it may 
be, grow careless; not being Malthu- 
sians they may neglect to make any 
inquiries; or by the terms of the will 
pet be bound to receive such as 
they have not been married. 

Here, then, is a case precisely in point. 
A man may live openly with his wife, 
he may boast of his children in the 
hall where the trustees are assembled, 
but if he receive the stipend upon his 
own declaration that he has never been 
married, he dies. 1s this or is it not a 
mere matter of form? ‘“‘ But,” says 
the quibbler, “I am a member of the 
ished Church—we are all mem- 

bers of the Church by law just as we 
are of the State.” Here, then, is a 
test that can never exclude! And a 
man may be at once a Mahometan 
aad a member of the Church of En- 
gland! It is needless to argue that 
this was not the sense in which the 
vest was meant to be taken. ‘‘ Nay,” 
fays the sophist again, “ if I speak 
the truth, [ have nothing to do with 
other meanings which may be affixed 


‘0 my words.” ‘*When you take a’ 


test,” I reply, “ you are to speak the 
of the imposer, (what the 

mean in any other is not to the 

ose,) and if you have found in 

h an interpretation, which it is 

he never thought of, it will 
ou = more than the modern 
sai, when you are denying a 
truth.” “Do you believe so?” “ Nay; 
that , Yes, because I am talking Ro- 
marc.” Such reasoners, however, are 
none of ours; heaven knows they 
o never dissent. If our Catholic 
ren were like them we should 

. no complaints of their 
my ty A sit in "Pucement, or 
the ¢. One more evasion I 
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notice, and then I have done. ‘‘ A 
member” of the Church of England 
has sometimes been considered as sy- 
nonymous with a ‘ communicant,” 
and it may have been thus defined a 
century ago, when men were more 
bigoted (if not more scrupulous) than 
we find them at present. It was at 
that time taken for granted, that no 
man would communicate with a church 
to which he did not belong, and the 
participatio® of the Sacrament was 
itself a test of agreement. The act 
of communion did not constitute a 
man a member of the Church, but it 
proved or proclaimed that he was so. 
Che case then stands thus: If the 
Sacrament /¢ a test, a Dissenter can- 
not take it without committing an act 
of solemn and deliberate perjury (and 
that too under the semblance of wor- 
shiping his Maker): if it be noé a test, 
he may take it if he please, but it can 
never constitute him a member of the 
Church. The lie must rest somewhere, 
—ani a lie thus wilfully told, with the 
sanction of numbers, and the encou- 
ragement of parental authority, is no 
trivial slip—no occasional deviation— 
it is not an error to be repented of, 
and (as we trust) forgiven; but it is 
the first step into the by-path of so- 
phistry—it is a pledge to defend an 
iinperfect system of morals, and a 
precedent to recur to, whenever false- 
ase can favour our views. Surely a 
parent will own that University-tri- 
umphs are too dearly bought at this 
price! Some will, perhaps, say that 
their sous may not be tempted; that 
few men gain honours at College, and 
so forth; but do they not wish for 
these honours? And do they not n- 
tend the test to be taken when it is 
required? If such is their meaning, 
they are ouly shutting their eyes on 
the crime till it is too late to retract ; 
and if this is not their feeling, if they 
merely desire to provide their sous 
with a liberal education, why send 
them to Oxford or Cambridge? The 
merits of our sister-universities I am 
not prepared to discuss (nor could the 
subject be fairly treated within the 
bounds of a letter), but I believe if the 
glittering baits were removed, their 
venerable and orthodex walls would 
not long continue thus thronged. 
A. EL 
eo 
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Islington, 
Sig, May 4, 1825. 

AN, borne along by the rapid 
l and insensible flight of time, 
approaches the confines of eternity. 
The curiosity natural to the human 
mind explores the nature of that 
country from whose “* bourne no tra- 
eller has returned!’ Reason has in 
vain explored the awful oe on Re- 
velation alone “* hath a rht life and 
immortality to light.” Divines of al- 
most every persuasion have taken up 
the topic, and have concentrated all 
the energies of an exalted and illumin- 
ed genius to the investigation of it. 
These books have been caught up and 
read with avidity. The pious have 
dwelt upon them with rapture. Of 
this deseription are the well-known 
treatises of Howe's Blessedness of the 
Righteous, Baxter's Saints’ Everlast- 


ing Rest, and Watts’s Happiness of 


separate Spirits in Heaven, To these 
works may be added that excellent 
Dissertation of Dr. Richard Price on 
The Junction of the Good in another 
State of Being. The object, indeed, 
of this latter volume is to prove that 
we shall know each other in a future 
state, and that from this mutual re- 
cognition of each other springs an 
inexhaustible source of our felici- 
ty. Dr. Gisborne, also, a respectable 
clergyman, has published a small 
tract to the same purpose, breathing 
a spirit of bentedlenae and animated 
piety. With these several publica- 
tions the reader is probably acquaint- 
ed; therefore I shall not any are 
dwell on the subject. But latterly 
have appeared two small volumes, 
ea written by members of the 
Established Church. The one is en- 
titled The Excursions of a Spirit; 
the other, The Vision of Hades, with 
Notes Theological and Metaphysical ; 
both very ingenious and worthy of 
attention. They are the ebullition of 
imagination, and as such gratifying to 
the curiosity. 

The Excursion of a Spirit traces 
the evolations of the soul through the 
planetary system, with diagrams point. 
ing out the road by which the excur- 
sions were accomplished. This is 
madeed, extremely fanciful ; and as no 
extract would furnish a fair specimen 
of the work, the reader is referred to 
tS pages fer satisfaction. 
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The Vision of Hades is shore 
and more within the bounds of reason, 
if her suggestions can avail on s0 gy. 
terious a subject. A few of its page 
may be acceptable ; it is dictated 
an ardent piety. 


** As we entered into this glorios 
realm (Says the author of the Vision ¢ 
Hades) my perception, now refined by a 
influence which | could not com 
clearly distinguished innumerable form: 
some were retired and seemed absorbed 
in contemplation ; some were assembiel 
in groups apparently conversing, ad 
others were chaunting seraphie hymns of 
praise, the sounds of which reached me 
through an atmosphere of the mildest az, 
breathing fragrant odours and wafting 
tones of floating melody that seemed t 
move at the will of the happy beings, te 
radiant islands on which they dwek, 
We were vow close to a group discou 
ing; around them were many atteutivey 
listening. My celestial guide desired me 
to stop, and this gave me an op 
of examining their forns, which weree 
the human shape and robed in silvery 
air, their countenances beaming with & 
gelic character and brightness, yet iat 
rior to the dazzling beauty of my guite, 
or of the angel of the watch! My atte 
tion was so riveted to their forms ad 
appearance that [ heard but little of thet 
discourse, but was delighted with th 
music of their voices. My celestial 
having first made some inquiry of o 
who was near, bade me follow him. | 
obeyed, and after passing nummberies 
islands, and at each opening ses 
still more of every radiant and vary 
colour sailing through the space, we# 
rived at one more retired. Here 
reclined a lovely form which rose at 
approach; there was something 8 © 
graceful air that seized iny attention 
restrained my utterance; tt smi 
enchanting sweetness, and with 
that thrilled me to the soul, thus ® 
dressed the denizen of heaved: 
is the mortal you wish me te 
through the regions of the blessed, 
will | undertake the task.’ * lospie 
(rejoined the celestial spirit) by ert 
cepts to labour during his cart 
grimage to ensure your society for 
less ages in a life to come !'—thea 
its flight and soon disappeared. 

A few pages after, the eather Fe 
ceeds in his narrative, affo 
explanation. 

“* Who are those (I exclaimed) 
rush so swiftly by, and what the on 
of those loud and rapturous * 
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raise?’ Our island was instantly pro- 

ied with such velocity that it svon 
overtook them. ‘ These are spirits,’ said 
my companion, ‘ who have lately arrived 
in these happy abodes attended by mivis- 
tering angels, and who, prompted by a 
love of knowledge and under their guid- 
ance, are sailing rapidly in every direction. 
Listea to the expressions of ecstatic Joy 
from some of them, to the songs of ado- 
ration from others; all are so full of 
thankfulness for the gracious gift of im- 
mortality and the hope of blessings yet 
to come, that though their capacities are 
enlarged even beyond what you can now 
conceive, they are unable to find utterance 
for the fulness of their thoughts. Some, 
you perceive, are hearing from the minis- 
tering spirits (who maintain a short but 
often-repeated converse with them) the 
mysteries of their creation and redemp- 
tion, but these | am not permitted to 
communicate to you, and even if 1 were, 
your soul is not sufficiently unburthened 
of mortality to comprehend them!’ I 
observed their countenances beaming with 
delight at the mysteries which were ex- 
plained 10 them, glowing with fervent 
gratitude towards the Author of their 
happivess, or marked with joyful won- 
der at every scene that opened to their 
view. Some of them entered into con- 
verse with my guide, and ov learning that 
I was not yet an inhabitant of their 
Sphere, exhorted me to follow the ex- 
ample of their Divine Master, that on 
leaving my earthly cell I might rejoin 
them. ‘ Our course lies this way,’ said 
my guide, and we left this celestial jubi- 
lee to pursue our way.” 


The author then affords another il- 
lustration with fervour and beauty : 


“ As we sailed about the vast expanse 
many of the beings came to our island 
ad discoursed with my divine compa- 
nion, The angelic sweetness of their 
manner, the kind familiarity of their con- 
versation, shewed the elevated nature of 
their souls. When alone with my hea- 
venly monitor, I inquired if they were all 
known to cach other, as I had observed 
that they entered without hesitation into 
converse with any they met. ‘ Here,’ 
fejoined my guide, ‘ neither rank nor 
riches are known ; here is no distinction 
of persons or nations, The cold sus- 
preion of the mortals of your earth has 
no place in our thoughts, and all the 
‘regular and degrading passions of hu- 
manity are changed for universal bene- 
volence and love. Since we have no 
a for vot associating without re- 
ee eur reason and feelings prompt us 

10 pursue the same course of holiness 
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and to employ ourselves continually in 
adoring and thanking the Author of our 
joy, in continuing to learn from minister- 
ing spirits his unfathomable wisdom and 
power, inadmiring his innumerable works, 
in receiving intelligence from the angels 
of the hope they have that those we 
loved on earth will be again united to 
us, and at the narration of which we 
rejoice with them; in associating with the 
spirits of those whom while on earth we 
loved, and to whom we now feel a re- 
fined attachment such as no mortal caw 
experience ; for here, though we associate 
freely with all, we form * sweet socie- 
ties’ of those who were the objects of 
our affection during our mortal sojourn, 
and pursue inquiries with them, and 
wander at pleasure either on islands or 
through these realms of everlasting day 
with a buoyancy of unspeakable delight. 
Such are our occupations, jvined to the 
ceaseless pleasure of contemplating so 
many millions unable to exhaust the 
measure of their bliss, increasing in 
knowledge aud rising in the scale of 
beings, which, as we do, our appearance 
wears a more lucid radiance; for ob- 
serve, and you will discern that the spirits 
differ in their degrees of brightness!’ 

** Suddenly, a louder strain and a vast 
island, on which were many spirits, at- 
tracted my attention. We met them and 
found they were rejoicing with parents 
who only a short time before had been 
united for ever to their children! ‘The 
spirits they had known on earth had as- 
sembled, and also numbers of angels who 
with them were celebrating the arrival 
with songs; the enraptured parents were 
hearing from the tongues of angels, the 
trials and victory of their children! My 
heavenly guide felt the fervid joy that 
spirits feel at such a sight, and joined in 
praises with the applauding band. Again, 
our island floated on, sometimes with 
rapidity, at other times joining islands 
which our inclination prompted us to 
visit. One was chiefly occupied by those 
rulers who had either framed laws or 
supported them for the benefit of man- 
kind, and by heroes who had passed their 
earthly life in defending the religion and 
laws of their country from the aggressions 
of the wicked! On another, we found 
the spirits of two who while on earth 
had been allied in mortal bonds, now met 
again never to have those bonds rudely 
severed by the hand of death, relating to 
each other how the hope was realized 
that their earthly might be changed for a 
heavenly and inseparable love, and guid- 
ing the island to view the magnificence 
of the realms they then inhabited, Their 
converse was interrupted by a glorious 
spirit who came carecring from on high, 
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and told them that a ministering angel 
had arrived with the gladdening infor- 
mation that their child laboured to meet 
them there! 
praise burst from them, and they left us 
to pursue their way with the celestial 
spirit to hear from the ministering angel 
the intelligence he brought.  Endiess 
were the scenes we witnessed of such 
enthusiastic happiness, and boundless ap- 
peared the space through which we went, 
studded with the mansions of the bless- 
ed!" 


The Vision of Hades thus con- 
cludes : 


“ Suddenly a vivid gleam and melting 
tones of entrancing harmony enwrapped 
my soul, With a shout of exultation my 
guide exclaimed, ‘ They come, they come! 
strengthen thy feeble spirit; watch yon 
lambent glory, aud hearken to the voices 
of the hierarchy of heaven!’ In an in- 
stant the elements were imbued with a 
deeper glow; myriads of islauds covered 
with spirits were urging their way to 
where the lambent glory shone aud form. 
ing themselves before ut. Unfolding glo- 
ries god sparkling rays came, showered 
from supernal spirits, surrounding one so 
intensely bright that even the seraphim 
scarce could gaze upon it, and all with 
spontaneous sovgs of gladness shouted 
Hesannals, while all of the blessed bent 
iw adoration at its presence! ‘ Sustain 
thy sinking spirit,’ said my guide, ‘ and 
look if but for a moment!’ My asto- 
nished soul just perceived a kneeling form 
aimost absorbed in the resplendent glories 
that euvirened the visieu so intensely 
bright. The form arose, and a spirit 
Gew to guile and to support it. While 
angelic songs of praise pealed on my rap- 
tured sonal, the vision, so inc ffable, with- 
drew. ‘Then for a season all was silent, 
save the meking melody of the elements. 
Around this form, conducted by theangels, 
the highest of created beings arrauged 
themeelves in imcreasing circles; they 
were arrayed in empyreal radiance, and 
wore SiX wings shining like the beams of 
beaven, redected from the dust of min- 
ied gems ; around them and yet farther 
wivanced, were myriads of the hierarchy 
of heaven, all wearing wings glittering 
with suplike brightness, who flew toward 
es chanting hymus of joy which resound- 
ed through inflaite ‘pace, and were re. 
echoed by the world of spirits! ¢ They 
bring,’ said my guide, * conducted by a 
munslering angel, a repentant spirit of 
the earth to dwell among us, and the 
waon robed ia such Tespleadent glory 
to whom they knelt, was the Redeemer 

* They were BOW Bear, when a bright 
‘pit winged its way detore the reat, at 


Spontaneous hymas of 
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whose presence the descant died agp 
and, in sounds that my mortal soul em 
scarcely remember, announced the pane 
and race the being bore on earth, & 
clared that it was accepted in merey and 
given the invaluable gift of everlasting 
bliss! Instantly thousands of spiky 
rushed forward to greet him, and th 
sounds of transporting triumph ges 
louder. I heard my lovely guide exclaim, 
*1 am the sainted spirit of — remember 
the regions of the blessed!’ and immed. 
ately vanished.” 


Then follow copious erudite Notes, 
on the intermediate state of the dead, 
which he has here portrayed—aadé 
on the immateriality of the soul, which 
he defends with candour and ingenuity, 
But after all these pleasing s 
tions, I am more impressed with the 
silent grandeur of the Scriptures oa 
the subject. The passages are, b 
ba indefinite ; but by becoming the 
awful topic of meditation, they swell 
on the imagination, and dilate the 
heart. They kindle a holy curiosity, 
and stir up the soul to an ardent pre 
paration for heaven. “ Eye hath not 
seen,” (says the Apostle, 1 Cor. i.9)) 
“nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love 
him.” 

Dr. Paley deems this circumstance 
no mean presumptive proof of the 
truth of Christianity. ‘* Our Lonts 
discourses exbibit no particular de 
scription of the invisible world. The 
future happiness of the good, and the 
misery of the bad, which is all we want 
to be assured of, is directly and pos 
tively affirmed, and is represented’ 
metaphors and comparisons, 
were plainly intended as m 
and comparisons, and as nothing more. 
As to the rest, a solemn a 
maintained. The question conee 
the woman who had been married 
seven brothers, ‘ Whose shall she be 
in the resurrection ?’ was of @ 
calculated to have drawn from 
a more circumstantial account of the 
state of the human species 1 
future existence. He cut short, how 
ever, the inquiry, by an answer wh 
at once rebuked intruding ¢ 
and was agreeable to the best apr 
hensions we are able to form upe® 
subject, viz. that ‘ they who are & 
counted worthy of that resuf 
shall be as cho angel of God in be 
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ven!’ Flay astress upon this reserve, 
because it repels the suspicion of en- 
thusiasm; for enthusiasm is wont to 
expatiate upon the condition of the 
de above all other subjects, and 
with a wild particularity. It is, more- 
over, a topic which is always listened 
w with greediness. The teacher, 
therefore, whose principal purpose is 
to draw upon himself attention, is sure 
to be full of it. The Koran of Maho- 
met is half made up of it.” 

Having, in the Memoirs of the Rev. 
William Richards, furnished the read- 
er at some length with my opinion 
of the employments of the heavenly 
world, } conclude with a fine apos- 
trophe of Dr. Isaac Watts to the in- 
habitants of heaven :—‘‘ Hail, blessed 
spirits above, who have passed your 
state of trial well! You have run the 
laborious race under many burdens, 
and you have received the prize! You 
have fought with mighty enemies ; 
you have overcome a thousand difli- 
culties, and you enjoy the crown! No 
more shall you complain of the mix- 
ture of error with your knowlegde— 
no more shall you groan under the 
perplexities of thought, the tumults 
of passions, the burden of indwelling 
‘uiquity—nor ery out because of op- 
pressing enemies and sorrows! The 
hour of trial is finished. You have 
been sincere and faithful in your im- 
perfect services, and you are arrived 
at the world of perfection.” 

J. EVANS. 


—— 
Mr, Clarke on the Exclusive Use of 
the Name “ Unitarian.” 


“The stating any doctrine in a confession 
of faith with a greater degree of preci- 
som than the Scriptures have done, is 
in effect to say, that the Scriptares have 
bot stated it with precision enough : 
in other words, that the Scriptures are 
hot suflicient."—Paley’s Defence of the 

erations, &c. 


“If any man trust to himself i 
ny self that he is 
Christ’s let him of himself think this 
“gain, that as he is Christ’s, even so 
are we Christ’s.—2 Cor, x. 7.” 
Sir, 


RK reasons too mortifying even 

+. sg to do more than 
» § seidom or ever appear in your 
$y here my proper ea But 
Me on from the great majority 
. y brethren, perhaps their accuser, 
‘ese of shame must be for once 
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defied. In charity to them, as well to 
myself, I shall be brief. 

It chagrins me then to the quick, 
let me at once avow, to find Unitari- 
anism so invariably associated not only 
by disingenuous, but liberal minds, 
with the denial of the divinity of Christ. 
Not for myself alone, but in the name, 
surely of not a few of my fellow- 
scriptural Christians, I fling back the 
charge, as, in its unirersality, a libel 
on the creed. By Unitarianism, I 
understand only a positive appellation 
for Anti-Trinitarianism. What, there- 
fore, I deny, and only what I deny, 
as a Unitarian, is, that there is any 
God but the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. ‘To the man who 
concurs with me, ev animo, upon this 
point, whatever other doctrine he may 
deem apostolic, [ tender the right 
hand of fellowship, as my Unitarian 
brother, in that common Lord and 
Saviour. I certainly believe as little 
that St. John or St. Paul were Trithe- 
ists, under the name of Trinitarians 
or any other, as that they were Atha- 
nasians or Mahometans: but, if I were 
asked what tenct more than another 
these Unitarians, in the only honest 
and intelligible sense of the word, 
would have repudiated as unchristian, 
I should not hesitate one moment to 
reply, ‘‘In its utter nakedness the 
simple humanity of Christ.’ That, 
as Christians, they still worshiped, 
and as uniformly worshiped the name 
Jehovah they had worshiped as Jews, 
I have no more doubt, than I have, 
that most of their professed imitators, 
throughout Christendom, worship a 
quite different being in his stead under 
a correspondent appellation: but that 
when now, for the first time, they to 
nis glory confessed urs Son, Lord, 
they meant no more by the title than 
their merely human master, the son 
of Joseph, their fellow-mortal, prophet 
of Galilee, I could no more persuade 
myself from their writings, than I could 
that they bowed the knee to that 
Lord in prayer as the Almighty, or 
invoked him solely by the half hour 
togetlier, as the compeer of his Lord 
of heaven and earth. Mysterious as 
is undoubtedly their Christ to my ap- 
prehension, so mysterious that in de- 
signating him, I should never but em- 
ploy their own mystic terms, I cannot 
but perceive that they attributed divi- 
nity to his person, and recoguized in 
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his intercession an efficacy which they 
would have predicated of that of no 
other being in the universe. 7heir Son 
of God is confessedly to my mind, let 
me repeat, not a very distinct, or per- 
haps very intelligible object of con- 
ception: but that ¢ieir Mediator, the 
man Christ Jesus, was not, in their 
notion of him, as different a personage 
to what he is in that of many of my 
Unitarian brethren, as the Logos, 
(whatever that word may mean,) in- 
earnate in his person, would make him 
also to these my brethren’s apprehen- 
sion, if with that word they connected 
in any sense the idea of Deity, I could 
no more convince myself, without of- 
fering violence to my understanding, 
than I could, for one, believe that in 
their creed, heaven and earth were the 
Jewish and Gentile worlds, or that an 
anthem occasionally sung to the vic- 
tim of the cross, sicut Deo, would 
have sounded strangely in ‘heir ears, 
though they had been opportunely 
reminded at the moment of aspiration, 
that he was no longer visible to mor- 
tal eye, and consequently could know 
ne more of what they were thinking 
or saying or doing, than any other 
being who had not the attribute of 
omniscience. Whether now I am 
right or wrong in these fanciful or 
well-founded conjectures, am I there- 
fore only to be excommunicated from 
the pale of Unitarianism, or scarcely 
hear it said, even in an argument ad 
homines, that squeamish verily must 
be the conscience which feared to sit 
in Parliament beside a Catholic, when 
it quietly looked in the face of a man 
who, qua Unitarian, must deny the 
divinity of Christ? Let me not, how- 
ever, be misunderstood. | impugn 
not a faith in the “‘ mere” man: I 
deny for it only the exclusive usurpa- 
tion ofa name: I protest only against 
80 dogmatically identifying that faith 
- ~ eka fe eoucal, oF that only those 
it, and believe that the apos- 
tles held it im all its arrogated and 
osteniations purity, should be al. 


lowed to put in for them, and for 
themselves, a claim 


hemse to the ti 
Unitarian Christians. That Rn nn 
tolerant use of the name amongst our- 
selves would redeem it from more than 
half its obloquy with our opponents 
and propitiate many to our persons and 
our cause, who, rather than adopt the 
associated tenet, would fancy them. 





selves any thing rather than what the 
are, and join, or even lead the ; 
of Athanasianism itself, I shrewdly 
suspect, if I must not be said to know 
That it would be any compromise ¢ 
our sincerity, as a fraternity of ind. 
viduals having no common bend 
union but the Scriptures, is a ques. 
tion which it becomes me rather » 
submit than determine, but upos 
which I can entertain but one, a 
that a most decided opinion. 
J. 'T. CLARKE. 
— 
Str, April 30, \8%. 

ILL any of your correspondents 
\ have the goodness to inform 
me whether the alterations introduced 
into Mrs. Barbauld’s beautiful Hyms, 
“* Jehovah Reigns,” in the Essex- 
Street Chapel Collection of Hyun 
were made by the author herselt o 
by any other person ?—Whether thew 
alterations are improvements 18 ae 
ther question : I confess I think them 
much the reverse under either suppe- 
sition. But under that nt ee 
they appear so unwarrantabie, 
“a on only wonder they should ast 


have been publicly snimed verted x 


EE 
Todmorden, 

Sir, April \l, 1825, 

MUST confess a little disappom 

ment at the total absence of aay 
remarks on the subject of ordinates, 
which has been brought so prom 
nently forward in a former Number, 
(pp. 81—83,) by Mr. Baker’s defence 
of the ceremony at Bolton. It is ae 
my intention at present to enter ups? 
the merits of the question on sry 
tural grounds ; and it would therefore 
be improper to make any assertom 
respecting it, in that pot of view. 
I may, however, here observe, 
is difficult to conceive how any serve 
clearly marked by miraculous cirea® 
stances, and proceeding in all its parts 
on supernatural sanctions, can 0¢ 
a somenaite under ordinary Oe 
stances and to individuals, not oe 
whom has a jot more authorily 
any of the rest. ’ 

Neither do I now complain of th 

service called ordination, 
ground of its being “‘ an infringe 
of Christian liberty.” Every et 
has a right to make regulations 
its own government, and 
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whatsoever customs or ceremonies 
may seem fit to the members of that 
pr: ho The simple fact of intro- 
ducing such a service as that at Bol- 
ton, is not, necessarily, an infringe- 
ment of liberty. It may be introduced 
at the desire of the people and with 
the concurrence of the minister: in 
that case, though the yoke may be 
grievous, it is self-imposed, and there 
can be no reason for complaint on 
either side. 

Let us look at the objects proposed 
to be answered by the measure ac- 
wally adopted. Mr. B. is of opinion, 
that itis not open to any “‘legitimate”’ 
objections ; and that every abuse was 

ectually guarded against. He has 
placed its defence on the ground of 
expediency and usefulness; and he 
tells us that ordination is ‘* designed 
to recognize the public teachers of 
religion, to recommend them to the 
favour of God, and to aid their inex- 
perience by tried wisdom and aflec- 
tionate counsel.’ Mr. B. has very con- 
fidently appealed to his own case as 
unexceptionable. He cannot object 
to its being tried by his own decla- 
ration. 

The ceremony at Bolton was de- 
signed to recognize him as a public 
teacher of religion. Highly expe- 
dient, truly, and extraordinarily use- 
ful! He had been chosen by the 
people ; he had accepted their invita- 
tion, and his acceptance had been 
notified through the country, in the 
ee the Monthly Repository ; 

, for nearly the space of a year, 
exercised his ministry amongst the 
le who had chosen him ; he had 

his appearance as their minister 

ata general meeting of the Presbyte- 
nan and Unitarian ministers of Lan- 
cashire and Cheshire; and, after all 
this, it is oe and useful” to 
Aservice for the purpose of re- 

« him as a public teacher of 


Itis also expedient to ‘ recommend” 
the person thus recognized ‘‘ to the 
favour of God.” Tam not sure whe- 
ther I quite comprehend what is meant 
by this recommendation, but whatever 
« may mean, and whatever value it 
hag in itself, it is not had until 
4 been done very well without 
4 hearly twelve months. Then 

_ expedient that the young mi- 
‘ster should be recommended to the 
VOL, xX 26 
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favour of God. And how? By 
whom? By ministers, and ministers 
alone, collected from various quarters 
for the purpose ; by the men who 
“‘do not,” as Mr. Baker expresses it, 
“usurp any unjust pretensions, and 
whose authority is not improperly 
raised by this service.” It Lak + be 
desirable to have the expediency and 
usefulness of this mode of recommend- 
ing more fully developed. 

The other object of ordination spe- 
cified, is, ** to aid inexperience by 
tried wisdom and affectionate counsel.” 
Mr. B. speaks of the * inability of 
vouth,” and “ the wants of inexpe- 
rience,” the “many difficulties which 
only his more advaneed brethren can 
remove,” the “ delicate situation in 
which he is placed as to the nature 
and extent of his duties,” and the 
danger he is in of ** promising” either 
too much or too little; and he then 
asks, “* What can be so satisfactory as 
to be told by the voice of encourage- 
ment and affection, what those duties 
are which really belong to the office of 
a minister?” Whi, to be sure, if he 
did not know defore what duties 
really do belong to the oflice of a mi- 
nister, it would be very satisfactory to 
be informed of them; and we cannot 
but regret the injury sustained both 
by himself and his congregation du- 
ring so long a period of misapprehen- 
sion as that which elapsed rou the 
commencement of his ministry to the 
day of his ordination. But is “ the 
voice of encouragement and aflection’’ 
satisfactory in the service of ordina- 
tion only? Is it, on that public 
occasion, most likely to succeed in 
aiding ‘* the inability of youth,” and 
supplying “‘ the wants of inexperi- 
ence’? Is it there most powerful in 
correcting the errors of an immature 
judgment, and providing assistance in 
unforescen difficulties? Is it there 
best calculated to find its way to a 
sober understanding, and produce a 
real impression upon the conduct? 
If Mr. B. actually laboured under so 
much inability and inexperience and 
ignorance, as he would have us to 
understand, the remedy adopted was 
utterly inadequate to remove them ; 
and his situatid(® cannot now be less 
difficult and delicate, than it was be. 
fore that remedy was administered. 
Granting, however, that the ministers 
and his congregation are all the better 
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for the advice given to him by “ one 
who is himself a pattern,” it by no 
means follows that the adoption of 
ordination is expedient and useful. 
Many things might be invented which 
would, in some respects, have a bene- 
ficial influence on the wind, which, 
nevertheless, might be highly inexpe- 
dient, and, on the whole, injurious. 
Because a certain kind of instruction 
is good in itself, it ought, therefore, 
to be adopted under any circum- 
stances, and in connexion with any 
ceremonies, is to my mind far from 
being clear. The advice which Mr. 
B. considers to be so valuable, ews 
given under circumstances which ren- 
dered the whole business inexpedient ; 
circumstances which “ are calculated 
to impress men’s minds with supersti- 
tious notions, especially with regard 
to the validity and sacredness of the 
clerical office and character.” The 
service bears the name which is asso- 
ciated in the minds of men with 
priestly pretensions ; and much of its 
outward form is similar to that where 
clerical power is actually assumed. 
Besides, the very fact of ministers 
being the prime and necessary ofticers 
on the occasion, must in itself tend to 
exalt them in the eyes of the people. 
But let facts decide the real tendency 
of this ceremony. I appeal to the 
impression made upon Mr. B.’s own 
mind. He sets out, indeed, with a 
specification of the naked objects of 
the service ; but the state of his feel. 
ings about it is plainly evidenced by 
the tone he afterwards assumes in 
speaking of the ministers who caine, 
not only, it would appear, to “* recog. 
nize,” to“ recommend” and to “ aid,” 
lut also to ‘‘ strengthen,” to “ so- 
lemnize,”” and to “ consecrate,” b 
their “ presence and blessing.” And, 
after all this, we are told, that no 
undue authority is attached to the 
*“ ministerial character.” What! when 
it is declared to be expedient, that 
the chor e of the people should be 
recogmized by the ministers, though 
he has already been recognized by all 
the world: that he should be by them 
recommended to the favour of God: 
that the new connexion should be 
solemnized, strengthened! and conse. 
crated by them—by their presence and 
ee wo undue authority 
endiie o m nisterial character ? 
ia my opinion.” Perhaps not; 


but in the opinion of other 
any authority is undue. We hare», 
authority amongst us. VE ordination 
impresses the mind with the idea thy 
we have any authority, it must pow: 
to the ministers as the persons 
whoin it resides, and is, on thate. 
count, admirably calculated to brigg 
back that state of things, in whid 
office dispenses with character, a 
the pulpit and the sacerdotal tobe 
supply the place of argument ad 
persuasion. 

R. A. M. 


a - 
Manchester, 
Sir, May 15, 1825. 
oo ordination of priests ia’ 
ceremony that may look wel 
enough in the Catholic, English, 
Seotch Presbyterian, and all other 
Churches, which claim and exercie 
authority over their brethren; ba 
among those denominations whit, 
in compliance with our Saviour 
command, “ But it shall not be @ 
among you,” do not exercise authority 
over them, it is the shadow without 
the substance, the name without the 
thing. In such societies, the choi 
of a minister is the free, i 
act of the members—the 
Their own opinion is the only gue 
of their choice. No certificate 8 ® 
uired of the qualifications of a ¢» 
didate—his proficiency in sacred | 
profane literature—no inquisition Ine 
the soundness of his faith, no authe 
rizing of him to administer the sect 
ments, and to be in all respects # 
Christian pastor ; there is no pretence 
of conferring any kind of gifts; 
greater aptitude or suitableness for bi 
office, that can be specified or denne 
is, or can be, conferred by any mia 
ters, in any ceremony Or 
ordination. ; 
In societies of the above descrip 
tion, there can be no proper @ 
tion. Nothing can be more 
misnomer than to retain the Bam 
when what is universally under “ 
by the word is given up. Yet, if 
empty form is continued, it ™% 
with time and perseverance, 
tate some of the prejudices and pr 
tensions whose requiem we 
O that they were ever dead, eves 
forgotten ! 
hould we ever be carried again 
the retrograde motion now 
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the point of priestly pretensions and 
domination; should ministers have 
any power, or even any considerable 
influence, in the choice and appoint- 
meat of ministers (no chimerical hy- 

is!), our brethren would be able 
to learn, by living example, the hos- 
tility of this ceremony to Christian 
liberty. But I hope better things of 
rational Christians. They, surely, 
will not spontaneously submit their 
necks to the yoke of bondage. 

Bat Mr Baker assures us, that no 
encroachment is made upon liberty by 
the new system of ordination which he 
advocates, We will give him credit 
that none is intended. But who will 
assure us that in its progress it will 
not unfurl the ensign of ghostly power 
and authority? All will-worship— 
every voluntary observance of super- 
stition, is one of those things which, 
in its very nature, grows during its 

s, crescit eundo, We are not 
ignorant of the puny beginnings of 
some of those towering superstitions 
which have long been extensively re- 
_— with idolatrous veneration. 

some one will say, that b 

the kind. of ordination now atapeed, 
the clerical character will be suitably 
distinguished from the lay. Possibly 
Kmay beso. But it is at the expense 
of more trouble than the distinction 
is fairly worth. : 
_As the ground of scriptural autho- 
nity fer the practice in question has 

very generally abandoned, and 
a the —— quoted in the margin 
by Mr. B. can scarcely be said to have 
ay reference to the subject, we are 

orth, I presume, at liberty to 
regard it as a ceremony, solemnity, 
or observance, which is unauthorized 
yy unprecedented in the Scriptures. 
0 them, indeed, the word to ordain, 
ineans simply to appoint or choose. 
rom whence it is clear, that no mi- 
meters in solemn assembly did or 
i ordain Mr. B. as minister of 
’ Bolton congregation. Why then 
‘sould we still retain the word ordi- 
*elron, in that spurious ecclesiastical 
seaning, established by ages of igno- 
~~ and spiritual corruption; and 
S that means increase the difficulty, 
om, as well as in numerous in- 
he of breaking the connexion in 

* Minds of men, between certain 

“wed expressions, and the wrong 
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and superstitions meanings attached 
tothem? And is not this a matter 
of some little importance ? 

This argument of want of scriptural 
authority Mr. Baker thus answers : 

** There is no precept in the gospel 
for the observance of the sabbath ; 
and yet it is so consistent with the 
tenor of Christ’s teachings and prac- 
tice, that no sound argument can be 
urged to controvert its expediency and 
usefulness. Upon the same grounds 
we plead the propricty of Ordination 
Services.” 

As Mr. Baker has not attempted to 
shew, by adducing even a single in- 
stance, the actual consistency of ordi- 
nation services with the teachings and 
practice of Christ, his grounds become 
untenable of course. The teachings, 
the practice of Christ in reference to 
vrdination—why are we not referred 
to them? 

Mr. B. adds: ‘* Neither the pre- 
sent manner of conducting them, (i. e. 
ordination services,) nor the present 
style of preaching, is strictly agreea- 
ble to the original model.” 

I will dispense, at present, with Mr. 
B.’s producing an original model of 
the style of preaching ; but the argu- 
ment will not dispense with his pro- 
ducing an original model of ordination 
services. Where shall we find one? 

The insufficiency of the argument 
is abundantly manifest on another ac- 
count. Is the absence of positive pre- 
cept for the observance of the first 
day of the week, in the New Testa- 
ment, a valid ground for the observ- 
ance of every silly practice which may 
captivate men’s fancy ? 

Also, is it presumed, as the rea- 
soning seems to imply, that the ar- 
guments for ordination services are 
equally cogent with those for the ob- 
servance of the first day of the week? 
Sic magnis compouere parva solebam. 

I will grant that we ought not to 
argue against the use ot a thing from 
its abuse. But the question now 1s, 
not concerning right use or wrong 
use; it is concerning the use exelu- 
sively. If the use cannot be proved 
and established, it is allabuse. Trace 
the use to the New Testament—shew 
us that it is “ eminently scriptural in 
its origin,” before you charge Us with 
attacking its abuses. ty 

If, therefore, there be no legitimate 
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authority for the practice, the gratui- 
tous solemnity of a modern ordination 
cannot be considered as a case parallel 
with that of a positive observance, to 
the time and occasion of the institu- 
tion of which we can immediately 
refer, and quote the very words of the 
formula. But even in regard to that 
very institution, has it been found so 
very easy and practicable a task to era- 
dicate from the minds of men, and 
even of rational Christians, the varied 
wud debasing superstitions into which 
that simple rite has degenerated, as 
to banish all jealousy about the in- 
troduction of unauthorized rites and 
practices? I do not think so. 

Mr. B. represents the positive ad- 
vantages and utility of ordination ser- 
vices (when definitely stated) to con- 
sist in obtaining the prayers of the 
ministers for the Divine blessing upon 
the newly-formed union between the 
congregation and the minister, and the 
benefit of their advice and exhorta- 
tions. In this manner, the minister 
is represented to be recognized, the 
union consecrated, and the mutual con- 
nexion solemnized, 

I grant that the fervent and affec- 
tionate prayers of the church at Bol- 
ton, when Mr. B.'s real ordination 
took place, that is, when he was ap- 
pointed minister, would have availed 
much, and that a very unexception- 
able seriptural authority could have 
been alleged for such a mode of pro- 
ceeding , but why it should have been 
thought that the prayers of distant 
ministers and the whole parade of an 
ordination service, would have proved 
ol greater etheacy to draw down the 
blessing of the almighty and benevo. 
lent Father, on the connexion lately 
formed between the parties, l confess 
1 am completely at a loss to know. 

As to advice. If any particular 
— respecting any particular diffi- 
euily be reterre an 
thew rest, wpe agate do ae — 
eee ager Hed = — emplated 

arties. general ad- 
vice respecting the duties of a Chris- 
tan minister be reganied, 
ehough 
record . 


there is 
of such advice already on 
an acquaintance with them is 
* Recessary qualification for a candi- 
date, and, judging from Mr. B.’s an- 
‘wer to the questions, (p. 25.) he did 
wot by any means stand in need of 
such general advice and exhortation. 


In concluding, it gives me 
pleasure to saknoniiies the 
temper and urbanity of Mr. Baker 
answer to my first communication @ 
the present topic, and to assure bea 
our nearer and more distant frees 
that I oppose the practice in quesia 
on principle, but with perfect goo 
will towards those who differ fea 
me; and, that I may not appear» 
avail myself of anonymous conc 
ment for advancing any thing wi 
improper freedom or severity, oe 
cerning the opinions or a 
my much-respected brethren, | ly 
aside the disguise of Runis Cotoyts 
and subscribe my real name. 


WILLIAM JOHNS. 


a 
Sir, 
HEAR a report of anew ‘ 
University in the met ‘ines 


shall be open to all; and, in comme 
with all that desire the improvemes 
of the species, I wish well to thede 
sign, though I fear the influenced 
the Church is too preponderant # 
allow of such an establishment, wi 
the usual University powers and pt 
vileges. But it occurs to me thay,# 
out parliamentary or royal sancti 
which it might be difficult at press 
to obtain, there might easily be fou 
ed, not only in the metropolis, 
likewise in all large towns, 
schools, where the children 
middle classes might receive, 08 8 
derate terms, a complete educate 
A Joint-Stock Compan might 
formed in each place for this purpe® 
and would, indeed, be ee 
the expense of commodious 
would be considerable, | os 
would be some little risk in the 
formation of the Institutions. 

My idea is, that the mstf 
these schools should be vee 
suited to all classes that can ant 
pay for a good education, but 
every departinent the education 
be complete. 

The sien would probably emir 
lectures on the several branches | 
natural philosophy and of Tiversta® 
and it would be perfect if prone 
for classes of pupils at 4 pox 
vanced age, whose education may “ 
been neglected, but who W me 
and willing to spare an 
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evening from shops and counting- 
houses, for recovering lost learning, 
uf entering upon new studies, 

Hoping that some of your readers 
may be able to assist me with hints of 


advice, 1 ain ; 
Tue Farner or A FAmMivy. 


— 


Peculiaritics of Philo and Josephus as 
Defenders of C hristianity. 


T must now appear beyond all rea- 

sonable doubt that Philo and Jo- 
sephus are Christian writers. Buta 
thick veil yet hangs upon the question 
which must be drawn asunder, and I 
will then close the discussion for ever. 
Though historians and apologists of 
Christ and his cause, they not only do 
not use the terms Christian and Chris- 
tianity, bat they have passed over in 
studied silence the personal name, 
the miracles, the death, resurrection, 
ascension, and the second coming of 
their Divine Master, to raise the dead 
aml judge the world. These grand 
truths make a prominent figure al- 
most in every page of the New Testa- 
ment; yet they scarcely once appear 
in the writings of Philo and Josephus. 
I will account for this peculiarity, and 
shew that these two wise men adopted, 
in their writings, a plan of defending 
the gospel, pre-eminently fitted to de- 
feat its enemies on its first promul- 
gation, and to restore it to its original 
pirity in modern days. 

Philo and Josephus, it is granted, 
de not defend the followers of Jesus 
wader the name of CAristians, nor 
their religion under that of Christi- 
anity, The reason is obvious. ‘These 
at first were terms of reproach, in- 
vented by enemies. Christ did not 
fanction them; the apostles did not 
recommend them ; they no where ad- 
dress: their converts as Christians ; 
wor did a Jew exist in the first cen- 
tary who adopted that title as a badge 
of his belief in Christ. Jesus, his 
apostles, and his first followers in 
Judea, and even in the provinces, 
were Jews. ‘This was their real name : 
and under this name Philo and Jo- 
+ oy speak of and defend them. 
; feover, Christianity is the soul of 

sm; it is the fulfilment of the 
a made to Abraham; it is the 
. Men of the shadows instituted 

Y Moses; and as Christ himself 
fils, it is the law and the prophets 
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fulfilled and perfected by him. Chris- 
tianity then is Judaism; and no Jew 
who believed in Christ, ever consi- 
dered it, or spoke of it, uader any 
other name. 

Philo and Josephus, who were 
themselves Jews, regarded it in the 
same light: and it is demonstrable 
that, under whatever terms they de- 
scribe in their immortal writings the 
religion of the Jews, they mean that 
religion as it was taught and refined 
by Jesus Christ. No truth, after 
proper investigation, will appear more 
certain, more unequivocal than this ; 
and none more conducive to the res- 
toration and final establishment of 
genuine Christianity. 

Philo no where mentions Jesus per- 
sonally ; but he frequently uses those 
terms Which dsignate him in his offi- 
cial capacity, which mark his oflices 
and character as @ commissioner from 
God. He notices his divine mission 
to restore mankind to the lost image 
of their Maker; describes the spotless 
purity of his character, as one through 
whom are to be obtained the forgive- 
ness of sin and the hope of future 
bliss. He does not indeed notice the 
violent and ignominious death which 
our Lord underwent; but he alludes 
to it, and, what is more singular, by 
virtue of that death, he sets aside the 
whole Levitical code, which the Jews 
had hitherto regarded as essential to 
the law of Moses, as forming no part 
of true religion, Even on the mira- 
cles and resurrection of Christ, themes 
to which he might be expected again 
and again to recur, and in which he 
might well glory, he has been pro- 
foundly silent. Josephus has pre- 
served the same silence on this sub- 
ject; and it is remarkable that even 
in those places where he had the di- 
vine oo of Jesus before his eyes, 
and where he is studious to establish 
their truth by means of momentous 
and notorious facts, he declines to 
state them in direct terms. This 
omission may be deemed suspicious ; 
it is a cloud which hangs upon and 
obscures their writings. It is, how- 
ever, but a cloud, which, when dissi- 
pated, leaves the effulgence of truth 
the more surprising, serene, and de- 
lightful. ; 

The features which thus characterize 
the works of Philo aad Josephus owe 
their existence to clvcumstances of aa 
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iunportant nature peculiar to those 
times. These I will here state with 
all possible brevity. The reputed 
wise in Egypt and other Pagan coun- 
tries believed, or affected to believe, 
Christ to be some God or a great 
demon, and referred his miracles and 
his resurrection to demoniacal agency. 
This was the obvious dictate of Hea- 
thenism, and the natural tendency of 
it to overturn Christianity was soon 
perceived by its enemies. ‘The Al- 
mighty delegated his Sen Jesus to 
announce to the world the glad tid- 
ings of eternal life. To prove the 
truth of his deleyation, his heavenly 
Father gave him power to work mira- 
cles, and raised him from the grave as 
a proof and pledge of the resurrection 
of mankind. This proof, this pledge, 
to be valid, supposes his simple hu- 
manity: for the survival of death, on 
the part of a being who by nature is 
superior to death, furnishes no solid 
grounds of faith in the resurrection 
of beings who by nature are subject 
to death. Hence the divinity of 
Christ became an artful pretext in the 
hands of his enemies to set aside the 
doctrine of a future state, and to neu- 
tralize the purifying influence of his 
vospel. This was the object of the 
Pogan philosophers in acknowledging 
the divine nature of Christ: and it 
was still more directly the object of 
the Gaosties, who made his divinity 
the fundamental article of their sys- 
tem. And this is the precise state of 
things which gave the writings of 
Philo and Josephus their peculiar cha- 
racter, The adversary accounted for 
the muracles of Christ by referring 
them to a superior hatare, or to the 
arts of magic, or to demoniacal agency, 
the vulgur superstition enabled the 
opponents of Christianity with some 
specn ushess to prevent those Ineans 
whieh, in the eve of enlightened rea. 
son, demonstrated the divine Inission 
of Jesus, and consequently the truth 
ot his gospel, into an instrument to 
veslroy tts _ haniely, the deliver- 
aece of mankind from ignorance. yice 

aud Wiisery. rhe proper “ram ‘whieh 
ot judicious advocate was cali cj upon 
to pursue in circumstances like these, 
was to sink the means, and insist on 
the end, that is, to overlook the mi- 
ractes On which the g¥spel was found. 
ed, and describe its happy effects on 

the lives of these who embraced it, 


and thus to hold it forth to the wor 
as a gift descended from the Fathers 
lights alone—uas incompatible with th 
character of demons or the art 
inagic, and as worthy of acceptance 
by all the human race. The coure 
which wisdom thus dictated, was a. 
tually pursued by Philo and Josephus, 
They recommended Christianity by 
representing its divine influence, and, 
meeting its enemies on their om 
ground, wrenched from their hands 
the artful weapons which they wielded 
to destroy it. And if in these day 
they do not appear to be fightin 
under the banners of Christ, in the 
same field with the apostles, and with 
that magnanimity which characterised 
the early believers, it is because they 
concealed themselves in an ambuseat, 
attacking the advancing foe with mask 
ed batteries, and making him feel th 
force, without hearing the noise, o 
their powerful artillery. The nature 
of the service thus done to Christ 
anity, though it prevented them from 
being conspicuous in the ranks of its 
friends, supposes a complete cone 
tion and undisguised avowal of its 
truth; and to suspect them of fale 
shame or indecision, while they aett 
ally display consummate skilland intre 
pidity in many parts of their writings 
would be as absurd as if we sus 
the sun of not emitting lis usual rays, 
because he is withdrawn from ou 
view by the clouds that are just abore 
us and bound our horizon. We, 
modern days, have been misled by our 
very imperfect knowledge ot the state 
of things at the first promulgation of 
the gospel, and still more by peg 4 
judices of education. What 38 
advanced is not new: Philo and Jo 
sephus for ages were known, @ * 
historians and apologists of the Cline 
tian religion. ‘Che Greek and 
fathers, as I shall shew, were 
aware of this important fact. 
some occasions, which did net unter 
fere with their corrupt views, 
claim them as Christian writers: 
in general they denied their claims 
this character, fearing lest their 
lings should prove the means of biow- 
ing up their peculiar tenets as ' 
offspring of Paganism, and 
them to deseend along the ere 
time, only as not enemies oC 
and his cause. J. JONBS. 
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Original Letters and Papers. (Prom 
the Baxter MSS. in Dr. Williams’s 
Library.) 

Account of Baxter's Acquaintance 
with Archbishop Usher, and Ayree- 
ment with him in Oppesiiion to 
Owen and others on Fundamentals. 
fA paper in Baxter’s hand-writing, 

indorsed To Dr. Bates.—A full and 

interesting account of the framing of 
the terms of Toleration bya Committee 
of Oliver Cromwell’s Parliament, and 
certain divines nominated by them, is 
given in Baxter’s Life and ‘Times, 

L. i. Pt. ii. pp. 179, &e. Baxter there 

says, he “ knew how ticklish a busi- 

ness the enumeration of fundamentals 
was.” He would have had the bre- 
thren offer the Parliament the Creed, 

Lord’s Prayer and Decalogue alone, 

as Essentials or Fundamentals. They 

objected, “A Socinian or Papist 
will subscribe all this.” He answered, 

“So much the better.’’] 


ND here, because som@ conse- 
quents are considerable, I will 
mention somewt of Mr. Baxter’s ac- 
quaintance with B®. Usher, y* occa. 
sions of it and the effects. When 
Vliver Cromwell was setling himself 
in his governmt, a forme called The 
lnstrum' of Governm' was drawne up 
by his friends as a new fundamentull 
law, according to which hee was to 
rule. Therein it was decreed yt li- 
verty of religion should be given to 
al who professed fuith in God by 
Jesus Christ, excepting Popery and 
Prelacy (as being agt ye iberty of 
others: the uniting of w' together 
made some say, if ever they prevaile 
sgaine, Popery and Prelacy, we" you 
thus unite agt all ye rest, will joyne 
exclusion of all ye rest). A Parlia- 
meat being called to confirme this, 
they must know how farre profession 
Lal ry in God by Jesus Christ) ea- 
: ~ ‘Tt was voted, yt it required 
rg ession of all the ye fundamen- 
— < LAvictionity. Hereupon it 
shold . e iH a committee, yt divines 
. ung called to draw up a catalogue 
- a yt they might know 
win is liberty did belong. Each 
red “Age mag one divine. They 
ww we zeae Dr. Cheynell, Mr. 
lip N . “| am Dr. Goodwin, Mr. 
on Ae a Sydrach Simpson, Mr. 
the Led “ee Mr. Manton; and 
of Orere res re (afterwards Earie 
y) chose A*® Usher. The A” 
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woukl not come among them for se- 
veral reasons, but advised the L® Brog- 
hill to cheese Mr. Baxter'in his stead; 
which being done, he is sent for from 
Kederminster to London, and lodged 
wth ye L! Broghill, Be? Usher dwelling 
neare, in Martin’s Lane, at ye Coun- 
tesse of Peterborough’s house. They 
had begun their catalogue of Munda- 
mentalls before Mr, Baxter came up, 
and voted yt they would not alter 
wt they had done. Mr. Vines would 
not come among them till he heard 
Mr. B. was come. Mr. Baxter thought 
y* ye ffundamentalls of Christianity 
had bin so long stated in y¢ universall 
church, in y® generall reception of 
y¢ Scripture, and ye particulars of ye 
sacramentall covenant explained in 
ye Creed, y® Lord’s Prayer, and ye 
Decalogue, yt that there needed no 
new catalogue of fflundamentalls; but 
y* would not be heard. What further 
proceedings there were about ye busi- 
ness, and how it was broken and came 
to nothing, is not here to be mention- 
ed. But, on this oveasion, Mr. Baxter 
becoming acquainted with the Br, at 
last he treated with him about the 
necessary termes of concord between 
the Episcopal Divines and y® Presby- 
terians, and such other Nonconfor- 
mists: for you must know y* in Wor- 
cestershire they had before attempted, 
and agreed upon an association, in 
which the Episcopall, Presbyterians, 
Independents, and the disengaged, 
consented to termes of love and con- 
cord in y® practising so much of 
discipline in their parishes, as all ye 
parties were agreed in, (weh was 
drawne up,) and forbearing each other 
in ve rest. Westmoreland, and Cum- 
berland, and Essex, and Hampshire, 
and Wiltshire, and Dorsetshire, quickly 
imitated them, and made the like as- 
sociation; and it was going on, and 
likely to have bin commonly practised, 
till ye return of y¢ BP after brake it. 
And about yt time Mr. Baxter had 
treated also wth BP Browning and Dr. 
Hammond by letters, and divers others, 
about ye terms of this desired concord. 
But B? Usher and he did most speedil 
agree. The B? owned the terms of- 
fered to ve King, and before then 
printed, called The Reduction of Epis- 
copacy ta the Primitive Forme, &e. 
Mr. Baxter made narrower proposals, 
securing, lo, y® constitution and admi- 
nistration of particular churches ; 2°, 
ye communion of these by associa- 
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tions, synods and other correspond- 
encie; 3°, the order and peace of all 
by a fixed Presidencie, or such a true 
Epise opacie as was agreeable to ye 
Scripture and primitive practice ; 4°, 
the magistrate’s governmt of all by 
ve sword ; 5°, y® measures of tollera- 
tion of tollerable Dissenters, and keep- 
ing love and peace with all, were left 
to further consideration. The B? said, 
yt these terms were such as moderate 
men should and would accept, but 
there were others yt would not, And 
yt his proposed Reduction would not 
be accepted at the first, but after, they 
would have accepted it. Mr. B. asked 
his solution of y® doubt about y¢ vali- 
dity of Presbyters’ ordination. He 
shortly answered, yt Brs and Presby- 
ters are ejusdem ordinis et ad ordi- 
nem pertinet ordinare; and y* y¢ King 
had asked him where he found, in all 
antiquity, y* Presbyters ordayned Pres- 
byters; and yt he answered, I can 
shew your Majesty more, even where 
they mare Bp», citing Hierom’s words 
to Evagrius, of the Alexandrians (be- 
sides that Presbyters joyned wth Bps 
in ordination). And, indeed, ye ma- 
king of ministers is a kind of politicall 
generation, y® elder as ffathers making 
junior ministers as their sons ; as phy- 
sicians make physicians ; and lawyers 
make lawyers ; in imitation of nature’s 
propagating of y® species: there needs 
not an angell to beget a man, nor a 
man to beget ahorse, &c. But pla- 
cing them in their severall churches 
requireth somew more. 
This short accord of y¢ Br and Mr. 
Baxter is mentioned as occasioning 
wt followeth. When the Parliamt was 
called by G! Monke, &c., in 1660, 
they began wth a fast, appointing Dr. 
Ganden, Mr. Calamy and Mr. Baxter 
to preach before them. They differed 
not in matter of loyalty; but Dr. 
Gauden preaching on [vive to Casar 
y things y! are Casar’s, and to God 
wv things y are God's), pressed y™ 
to begin with giving ye King his due, 
and to settle religion after, lest y* 
pretences of religion should delay y* 
mgs restoration. Mr. Baxter was 
accidentally stept out of the church 
when those words were spoken ; and 
oh rv —-- told them, y' the 
old bin i ing io od 
religion had reste se ane postponing 
strate d others’ hopes, 
sod Toe aly ae Soper, 
“= ¥ delay, and provoke 


God by neglect, (to y* sense,) yet no 
delaying any duty to Cesar, but pu. 
ting it in its proper place, he beng 
under God. Dr. Gauden thought ths 
had bin preached in opposition to bim, 
and printed a preface to his sermo 
to defend wt he had said. Mr. Baxwr 
told y™ how necessary it was to unite 
y® ministers, and end our church dis. 
cords and divisions, and y* it was » 
practicable a thing if men were wis, 
moderate and willing, y* |y' late 4° 
Usher and he had in an houre's tin: 
agreed on y necessary termes). Thex 
words being printed in the sermon, 
occasioned many peaceable Episcopal 
Divines, to come to Mr. B. to know 
wt those termes were yt Bp Usher 
and he agreed on, viz. Dr. Gander, 
Dr. Gouldson, Dr. Allen, Dr. Bernar’, 
&c. When he had intimated toy" 
same, they appoynted some meeting 
to consider of the particulars, a 
professed great desires of concer, 
and willingnes of such moderation a 
abatem's as were necessary thereto. 
But some men of greater power step! 
in and frustrated all. Mr. Calam 
thought yt ye best way to bringe 
successe was to engage y® King int 
and procure his consent and help. 
Mr. B. telling all this yt past betwee 
By Usher and him to ye Lord Bros 
hill and ye Earle of Manchester, the 
resolved to motion it to y® King, who 
readily embraced ye motion, and hear’ 
Dr. Reynolds, Mr. Calamy, Mr. As, 
and Mr. Baxter, first making y°p 
posall to him ; and allowed y* 
to their ayde whom els they wow 
and offer their termes of concotl 
y® King by ye Lord Chancellor. Mt 
Calamy, guiding much e 
matters, invited all y® minster S 
London, yt would, to meet y al “ 
Colledge to agree on y® fermes 
cord to be offered. As to Char’ 







































Governmt, it was agreed by ; 
mett, to offer nothing, but A’? Usher’ 
owne Reduction as it was 1 va 
lest any alteration of their ownes 
become matter of alteration, voles 
a pretense for ye clergie’ 

And it was offered y* an yt 
ingly, wt other proposals | 
me ad ities Bat ye BY 
Lord Chancellor would not 8 

as allow it to be once into 
sideration and debate, but U , 
it aside. Yet in the King’s on 
declaration of Ecclesiasticall * 
weh setled ye English prelacie 
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former power, honour and wealth, 
some other abatements and indulgences 
being granted, y° London ministers 
met and gave y® King their joyfull 
thankes for it, wo) was published in 
print. But how ye said Declaration 
was laid aside, by y® contrary deter- 
minations of ye Convocation and Par- 
liament, and how ye further debates 
at ve Savoy were brought to nought, 
it is not here to be mentioned, nor are 
we to conjecture wt moved ye y" BPs 
to preferre wt hath followed these 19 
or 20 yeares, before y¢ healing mo- 
tions then made, and before y® grants 
in ye King's Declaration. It was his 
reading of Br Usher’s Sermon before 
King James, at Wansted, on Ephes. iv. 
3, and his high esteeme of y® prety, 
humility, peaceablenes and learning of 
y' excellent man, yt moved Mr. Bax- 
ter to consult most with him, and 
think his termes so fitt for y® healing 
of y® severall parties, then sceming 
wearyed wt! divisions and the sad et- 
fects. auase 


Angelic Apparitions. 
(A Letter from John Sadler to R. B.) 


Rev. Sir, 

A gentlewoman, of an ancient and 
honourable family, Mrs. Anna Doro- 
thea von Madem, born in Courland, 
and married to the family of the Ko- 
shuels in Prussia, a woman of extra- 
ordinary piety, and of much reputa- 
ion amongst the gentry and all others 
who knew her in those parts, (and 
well known to the D. of Brandenburg, 
from whose E. Highness she received 
several remarks of extraordinary favor, 
&e.,.)—this lady having layn sick and 
bedrid, for a long time, under such a 
distemper as none of the physicians 
im all those parts could cure —at 

h an angel appeared to her at 
her bed’s feet, and asked her if no 
~ ag could cure her; she answered, 
ve, Then, replyed the angel, I am sent 
by God to heal you; and ordered her 
‘0 prepare some slight thing, and told 
ver that should cure her, and vanished. 
She got it made, and in a few days 

eetly recovered. This is well 
hown to all the country in those 
yee And, if I am not greatly mis- 
en, this relation is inserted in that 
which this gentlewoman after- 
Went hee” entitled “ A Spiritual 
“Balsam for the Jews, proving 


that Christ was the true Messias, from 


VoL, Xx. 2 P 
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the accomplishment of all the Pro- 
phets who foretold the Particulars 
which actually came to pass in his 
State of Humiliation,” &c. This book 
is extant in High Duteh and Low 
Dutch ; and translated into English, 
which I have read; and hath been 
the happy ocecasion of y® conversion 
of many Jews. It would fill a small 
book to relate the singular piety of 
this gentlewoman, whose name is 
mentioned with hon>!e remembrance 
by many persons of quality, and others 
in several of y® dukedoms in those 
parts. 

My wife's uncle, Captain Koshuel, 
was in this gentlewoman’s house, be- 
ing her brother, together with all her 
nearest relations, when she lay on her 
death-bed, at Kosaken, who were eyeand 
ear witnesses of her rare end she made, 
wh was to the admiration of all who 
were then present. Having in a holy 
rapture spoken near two hours on our 
Saviour’s last dying words on the 
cross, she desired a psalm to be sung, 
and when they came to these words, 
«1 stretch forth my arms to embrace 
thee, my dearest Lord,” &c., she rais- 
ed herself up, and, opening both her 
arms to embrace her beloved, sang 
those words with a strong and clear 
voice, and immediately died in y® em- 
braces of her dear Saviour, in whose 
bosom she had lived for many years. 
This Cap" Koshuel, a person of great 
integrity and reputation, told me, 
amongst several of these unto whom 
he hath related the same, y he 
chanced to cast his eye into a room 
that joined to her house, w" she had 
built for her chapel, where she spent 
so much time in devotions, &c., and 
that at this time, being the night be- 
fore she departed, he plainly saw, to 
his great surprise and astonishment, 
his sister’s angel, all in white, kneel- 
ing at her table in that room, where 


‘ she was wont to pray, and beheld y* it 


was the same aspect of his sister, who 
then lay on her death-bed, but with 
this diflerence only, y* her angel’s 
countenance was of a bright and 
shining lustre, as was also her whole 
garment. And this relation 1 had 
from his own mouth, at Kosaken, and 
it is received without any doubt from 
a person of such an unsuspected repu- 
tation; this gentlewoman was sister 
to Capt. Koshuel and mother to my 


wife. 































































































































































































































































































































































290 Anecdotes respecting the Athanasian Creed. 


Given under my hand this 7‘h of Anecdotes respecting the Athanasies 
Septeer, 91, Creed. (From the MSS, of ty 
Who am, S', yr most affte late Rev. Mr. Jones, author of tk 
Servant, &c. &c. “ Free and Candid Disquisitions” 

JOHN SADLER. in Dr. Williams’s Library.) 
To the Revernd Mr. Barter, 


his most Hon? Ffrrd 


ore HE Rt Rev the 
Pregnt. 1756. May 29. 


L* Bp of Wis. 
chester told me, that whilst he was a 
“ Strange Pieces of Providence, at parish minister he always read th 

Brightling, Sussex.” Athanasian Creed as the Rubric nr. 


. tore quired, and thought himself obliged 
(A Paper, ol tee a ‘ Baxter’s to do so, in virtue of his engagements, 
ne , at the same time assuring me that it 
These are to certify, whom it may ;, pis judgement, that it would be 
concern, y® year of our Lord jyuch better for this church and nm 
1659, at Brightling, in Sussex, there tion, if we had no such creed ; or that 
were many strange pieces of provi- tho reading of it in congregations 
dence. <A fire strangely, suddenly were not enjoined by law. 
kindled and burnt down a man’s dwel- 1759. An ingenious and learned 
ling house, and he removing to an0- entleman (Mr. Sh.) lately told me, 
ther, the fire pursued him, and kindled yt he once asked the late Br of Win 
in the thatch, and that, although the chester (Dr. Willis), with whom be 
same was put out, it was said, thatit wos well acquainted, what his Lr’s op. 
rekindled again, till the man’s goods nion was of yt Creed, the solidity of 
were removed out of the house into a its doctrine and ye justifiableness of 
field, and that several things were imposing it as a confession of our 
thrown by an invisible hand, and common faith, &c. Sir, said his L> 
Scarce any quiet, but at ye time of 7 will have no disputes with you upor 
prayer; wh providence occasioned @ this head. I will give you in one 
fast to be kept in ye Church of Bright- word my opinion of the matter: | 
ling by four ministers. am exactly of the same mind 
Witnesse our hands hereunto, set Abp Tillotson. “ I wish the X® Church 
this 29th day of June, 1683. were well rid of yt Creed.” 
Joseph Bennet, the miné then of was no room for further inquiry. 
. gg ar : a The late Bp of Rochester (Dr. Wil 
» Tho. Goldham, at yt time minis- 9x) being uvon a Whit-Sunday 
ter of Burwash, adjoining to ys parish his family at ye house of a clergymaa 
of Brightling, aforesaid, and one of ;, N—akive who had for some time 
y° 4 ministers engaged in ye fast omiteed reading the Athanasian 
above-mentioned, do certify ye truth in his Church, his Lp’s Chaplain, 
of y ~ ioe above-written. Witness was aware that this omission had gives 
~~ THOs. GOI some offence, took a method of his 
(Si r }OLDHAM. own accord, and as is reasonably sup- 
B igned also by John French, and posed not without consulting t 
0 other persons, inhabitants, it is shop to remove the offence 
supposed, of Brightling.) the prejudice. He. desired o clet- 
Mr. Biddle’s “ Great C. ‘ong SYman's permission to read the ml 
tddle’s “* Great Congregations, ing service of that day mm his stead. 
In a letter from Tho. Grove to R. The favour of a sermon (said “ 
B., dated Berry Court, the 13th of 





, | yman) would be more accepy. 
November, but without any year, the But I chuse (answered the ¢ 
writer says, “ I heard lately such ter- 


on this day to read prayers i - 
please, and may preach for you 


and others venting their blasphemies another. He read them, and omit 


publickly in great congregations of the A . -neumbent hia 
: Ath® Creed, as y® incum ; 

c 4 ow it makes my heart trem- self had usually owt 4 the Bishop bem 

® to think what God will do with present. This conduct had Hs 


‘a effect upon the people. 


rible things from London, of Biddle 
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( 29) ) 


Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame.”—Pors, 
——ag eo 


Art. L—da Inquiry into the Sense 
in which our Saviour Jesus Christ 
is declared by St. Paul to be the 
Son of God, in Two Sermons, 
preached before the University “of 
Oxford. To which are added, Ob- 
servations on some Passages in Mr. 
Belsham’s “‘ Translation and Ex- 
position of the Epistles of Paul, the 
Apostle.” By John Hume Spry, 
M.A.,* of Oriel College, Minister 
of Christ Church, Birmingham,t 
and one of the University select 
Preachers for the Year 1824. Ox- 
ford, at the University Press. Sold 
in London, by Messrs. Rivington, 
“ by Hatchard. 1824. 8vo. pp. 


‘O destroy Mr. Belsham’s credit, 

as a scriptural critic and inter- 

preter, is, obviously, the aim of the 

writer of this pamphlet: let it then 

be considered how far he has, in the 

present undertaking, made good his 
own, 

He discourses from Acts ix. 20 
(“And straightway he preached Christ 
in the synagogues, that he is the Son 
of God”]: yet, in quoting the former 
clause of the passage, he adopts a 
corrupt reading, and afterwards ha- 
zards a defective observation. The 
ey reading, is Xpicov, for Iycey : 
the defective observation, pp. 3, 4, 
{note g,] that, according to ‘* Mill,” 
some MSS. and some of the Fathers 
read * Jesus” in this verse. What 

> fenuine text is, may be seen in 
Griesbach’s editions of the N. T. in 
loc.; and it will thence appear that 
hot merely some MSS., and some of 

een, 0 read the clause, but 
stimony preponderates 

most decidedly in eel Iyoey. 
rf author has stated, indeed, the 
ruth, yet not the whole truth: nor 
“Mil he have contented himself with 
Mn » When still better authorities 
i athand. “ With Mill’s edition,” 
ys an extremely capable judge, { 


tnt 


* Now D. D. 
t = of the Church in Langham 


z d. D. Michaelis. Iutrod. to N, T., 








‘the age of manhood,” in biblical 
criticism, ‘‘ commences.” It would 
seem that Dr. Spry has overlooked 
those succeeding critical editions of 
the Christian Scriptures, to which a 
greater maturity of knowledge and 
investigation has given birth, end of 
which Mill’s highly meritorious and 
learned volume was the precursor.* 
This variety of reading, had been no- 
ticed, long before the appearance of 
the Principal of Edmund Hall in that 
department of Sacred Literature ; Gro- 
tiust had not disregarded it; even 
Gregory, in his very inferior edition 
of the ivreek Testament, which issued 
from the press of the University of 
Oxford, in 1703, had marked the same 
difference—and the text of the Vul- 
gate had continued to exhibit the 
word Jesum. 

To know that such is the genuine 
reading, cannot be unimportant: for 
the terms Christ and the Son of God 
are identical ; both of them meanin 
the Messiah of the Jews, and both 
being well explained by the twenty- 
second verse of the chapter, and by 
several passages beside. Sometimes, 
these phrases are placed in apposition, 
or as exegetical of each other. In 





(Marsh,) Vol. IL. P. I. Ch. xii. Sect. i, ; and 
Marsh’s Lectures, VII. 

* Kister’s edition of the N. T. by Mill, 
is almost indispensable to the student. 

+ Aunot. in Acta Apostol., in loc. 

t So, Matt. xvi. 16, which the twen- 
tieth verse of the same chapter completely 
explains ; Matt, xxvi. 63; Mark i. I, 
compared with Mark xii. 35, xiv. 61; 
Matt. xxvii. 42; Rom. i. 3,4,x. 9; and 
John vi. 69, in Griesbach’s edition, to- 
gether with John i. 49. To John xx. 31, ° 
Joho xvii. 3, is parallel. Other texts 
might be enumerated ; but these are suf- 
ficient to shew that, if we interpret Serip- 
ture by itself, the title, Son of God, \s 
no proof of our Lord's Deity. We take 
the liberty of further referring the theo- 
logical student to Lightfoot’s Works, AL. 
385, to J. D. Michaélis’ Introd, to New 
Test. 1.339, 1V. (Marsh, 1801), 409, 410, 
on 1 John v. 1—6; and to Kuinoel’s 
Comm., &c. (2d ed), on Matt. xvi. 16, 
John vi. 69, who says of the terms in 
question, “ Sunt formula idem valentes. 
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yeneral, nevertheless, we do not meet 
with them together: it is observable 
that in Luke iv. 41, Griesbach ex- 
punges the words 4 Xgicos from his 
text, and that he wholly omits Acts 
viii. 37 ; nor does he fail of bestowing 
some critical notices on most of the 
few remaining verses where both the 
phrases may be seen. 

Dr. Spry ‘pp. 4, 5,) appeals to 
Allix, as justifying the statement 
which follows : 


* It has been shewn, beyond the reach 
of reasonable objection, that this [the 
divive nature of the Messiah) was a trath 
already known to the more learned and 
unprejudiced Jews.” 


What odjection exists to any such 
statement, and whether the objection 
be reasonable, our readers will judge, 
after we have laid before them a copi- 
ous extract from a discourse, that we 
greatly prize, on “ the Scriptural 
Meaning of the Title Son of God, as 
applied to our Lord :” * 


“* A learned divine of a former age in 
the Church of England (Dr. Peter Allix], 
in & work which he entitles, * The Judg- 
ment of the Ancient Jewish Church 
against the Unitarians,’ has endeavoured 
to shew that the Jews in our Saviour’s 
time expected their Messiah to be of a 
(livine nature. His arguments are chiefly 
drawn from the expressions which occur 
iu the Chaldee paraphrases of the Scrip- 
tures, in which the word of Jehovah ap- 
pears to be spoken of as a divine person, 
distinet from Jehovah himself, and this 
divine word to be identified with the 
Messiah, But were the evidence ever so 
salistactory, that the authors of these 
paraphrases entertained the expectation 
of a divine Messiah, it would be most 
unreasonable to admit this as a proof 
that the Jews in our Lord’s time did so 
too, When the Scriptures, the faithful, 
living picture of the sentiments and pas- 
sions of his contemporaries, not only 
contain no traces of such an expectation 
but decidedly prove that it did pot pre. 
vail, But the fact is, that in thuse of 
the Chaldee paraphrases, which may 
claim a nearly equal antiquity with the 
New Testament, the expression, the word 
ot Jehovah, is never in a single instance 
used but as a synonyme for Jehovah 


SD 


‘These names, then, “ the Christ, the Son 


of God,” are names of office, and do not 
designate a nature. 


* By John Kenrick, M.A., pp. 15, Ae, 


t bt _ 1818), aud Mow. Repos. XIV, 


himself, especially considered as eye. 
cising command or exercising power, and 
that the notion of the word as a wb. 
stance, having a distinct existence aod 
proper personality, is not found in any of 
the Rabbinical writings till about th 
sixth century of the Christian era, whe 
the Jews, following the example of th 
Christians, exalted the Messiah to th 
rank of deity, in direct opposition to the 
expectations which prevailed in ow %& 
viour’s time, and long after it. Ere 
while the great corruptions of the Chris- 
tian doctrine on this point were proceed- 
ing, the Jews continued in their ancient 
opinions, aud are reproached by the & 
thers with their blindness in not per- 
ceiving that the doctrine of the Trinity 
is taught in the Old Testament, Whe 
ther the mote were in the eye of the 
Jews, or the beam in that of their a 
cusers, is a question foreign to our pre- 
sent investigation, but at least it is eri: 
dent that the judgment of the primitive 
Jewish Church was in favour of th 
Unitarians,”’ 


The proper authority of rules of 
interpretation, depends not so much 
on their being ‘‘ common,” (p. 6,) # 
on their being just: in all events, # 
is clear that we should be governed by 
the sense of language, rather than by 
its sound. 

«‘ We know,” says Dr. Spry, (ib.) “tha 
the sons of men are partakers in th 
nature of their fathers ; and, therefor, 
admitting that the apostle speaks of 8 
fact which was communicated to bim by 
a special revelation, when he tells us that 
‘Christ is the Son of God;’ we ™ 
comprehend at once, + a a 
us to infer, that, as such, he! 
in the nature of the Facber 5 se ma’ 
learn to confess that * suc 
ther is, such is the Son’ also ; + ches Oe 
Father is God, and the Son God. 


Let us try the solidity of this ag” 
ment. 

We read, in 1 John iii. 1, that 
Christians, even “ now, are | eit 
(children, rexva,} of God: 

2 Pet. i. 4, the same class of pore 
are declared to be ‘“ partakers of —" 
Divine nature ;” which form 
pression, be it observed, 18 never 
plied, in the Scriptures, 0 
Christ. Another text, not ee of 
spicuous, occurs to our recurs 
“Ye shall be my sons [#6 vies) 
daughters ;’’ 2 Cor. vi. IS; der, 
1. But will Dr. Spry maintae 
—— — 


* « Athanasian Creed.” 
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al] Christians are, in nature and in 
rank, essentially divine; that “ such 
as is the father, such are the sons "— 
agreeably to his own princi le of what 
he calls the ‘“ plain, literal construc- 
tion’? Of such a tenet he ought, in 
consistency, to be the advocate. For 
such an inference he has stronger 
ground than he can take in the case 
before us; where, from extremely 
precarious data, he advances to a vast 
and mighty conclusion. 

This part of the subject must not 
be dismissed, until we have copied 
sowe further remarks of a writer, to 
whom we owe a large debt of esteem 
and gratitude. * 


« —— the title Son of God, as applied 
to our Saviour, can be taken in no other 
than a figurative sense. 

“| know how common a reproach it 
is against those who adopt our views of 
Scripture doctrine, that we never take 
the words of the Bible in their literal 
sense, but are perpetually recurring to 
metaphors and figures; and our oppo- 
nents make it their boast that they keep 
close to the letter. I would, however, 
request such persons to consider that 
they cannot understand the title Son of 
(iod literally, without degrading the spi- 
rituality of the Divine nature. Unless 
they are prepared to maintain that the 
relation between our Lord and his Father 
is precisely that which subsists between 
am earthly parent and his child, they 
must take the words in some figurative 
sense. Whether they suppose Christ to 
be the Son of God in virtue of his emis- 
“on Or emanation from the Father, or 
the communication of the divine essence 
to him, or his creation in some more im- 
mediate and direct manner than all other 
beings, (for in such unprofitable ques- 
Hons has the labour of metaphysical 

lans been employed,) still the term 
cannot be used in the sense in which it 
's applied to the connexion between one 
human being aud another. Consequently 
Mt ls used in a figurative sense. 

In the present instance, therefore, 
there is no foundation for the charge 

le by the professors of orthodoxy 
“gainst their opponents, of turning the 
Kible into figures of speech, because they 

lves must do the same, and be- 
“ause a figurative interpretation is neces- 
“ty, to make different parts of Scripture 
“ousistent with each other. He who in 
See passages is called the only-begotten 
“on of God, is in another declared to be 


— 2. 
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the first-born among many brethren ; 
both of which things cannot be literally 
true. But lest any one should think, 
that the use of figurative language, which, 
as the event has shewn, was liable to 
misconception, is an objection to the 
style of Scripture, let it be considered 
that the discourses of our Lord must 
come down to us as he addressed them 
to the Jews; that the language of a 
people so separated from the rest of the 
world, and stamped with such a character 
of peculiarity by their institutions, must 
be tinged with allusions to their rites 
and customs, their past history and fu- 
ture expectations; and that, to address 
either the hearts or the understandings 
of such a nation with effect, the public 
teacher must use that language in which 
they were in the habit of expressing 
themselves. ‘The Jews, therefore, being 
accustomed to speak in figures, our Lord 
and his apostles must do the same.” 


Dr. Spry proceeds to consider some 
of those passages, in which Paul ap- 
plies the title, ‘‘ the Son of God,” to 
Jesus Christ.—We shall a 
him in his exposition of Rom. i. 3,4: 
and here it will be our first object to 
place before our readers what, with 
becoming deference, we deem a lite- 
ral and correct rendering of the pas- 
sage : 

*€ Concerning his Son (who was of the 
seed of David, according to the flesh, 
who was defined to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the spirit of 
holiness, by his resurrection from the 
dead) Jesus Christ our Lord, &c.” 


“It is not easy,” in Dr. Spry’s judg- 
ment, ‘ to imagine a form of language 
which could mere emphatically state 
the divine nature of Jesus Christ than 
this, when thus taken, according to 
the plain, litera] and grammatical con- 
struction of the words.” Now, it is 
exactly upon such a construction of 
the words—a construction plain, literal 
and grammatical—that we regard these 
verses as clearly teaching the humanit 
of the Messiah’s nature, and the divi- 
nity of his office. Dr. Spry* himself 
appears to concede that the title, the 
Son of God, will not alone be sufli- 
cient to prove the Deity of Him who 
receives it: accordingly, we have this 
comment on the apostle’s words : 


“ As St. Paul here tells the Romans, 


et 





* See, too, his reasoning and state- 
ment in p. 23. 
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that Jesus Christ was ‘ of the house and 
lineage of David ;’ had he merely added 
that he was ‘ the Son of God,’ without 
further explaining or enforcing the mean- 
ing of his words, there might have been 
something like a plausible pretence for 
considering this title as nothing more 
than a recognition of some extraordinary 
and especial portion of divine favour and 
assistance, by which he was supported 
and fitted for his prophetical and regal 
office.”"—P. 15. 


The observation for which this part 
of Dr. Spry’s reasoning calls, is, that 
“the Son of God” must be taken as 
the title of a sreciric prophetical 
and regal office, rather than as a re- 
cognition of divine favour and help, 
accompanying the exercise of the of- 
fice. He who will compare together 
those passages in Paul’s writings and 
discourses, where the phrase occurs, 
will readily perceive its meaning. Nor 
should the order of the Apostle’s ideas, 
in the text before us, be disregarded. 
In the parenthetical clause, Paul re- 
presents, first, his Master’s nature and 
genealogy; then his peculiar office ; 
and, lastly, a main evidence of his be- 
ing invested with it; and this, in ex- 

lanation of the language used in the 
wily of the verses, ‘ concerning his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,” &c. 

If the reader attend to what we 
think a correct arrangement and divi- 
sion of the assage, he will be sensible 
that the following criticism is destitute 


of support : 


_ “ But when the apostle proceeds to 
iaform us, that this extraordinary person 
was the Son of God really and effectually, 
ty bvvames; & partaker of the holy and 
spiritual nature of the divinity, xara 
Tra Gyiwovrgs ; and that he was thus 
clearly declared, in a mauner beyoud the 
reach of cavil or ambiguity, by that great 
Surpassing miracle, his resurréction from 
the dead ; it might seem scarcely possible 
for language to be framed less ‘liable to 
exception, less open to miscoustruction, 
less capable of being perverted from its 
true meaning by the ingenuity of heresy, 
or more clearly indicative of the funda- 
mental truth which this great apostle 
seems to have been ever careful to state, 
as the basis upon which the whole fabric 
of bis teaching, doctrinal and moral Was 
to be securely placed.” —Pp. 16, 17. 


Let us separate Paul's language 
from that of his commentator. “ This 
great apostle,” as we learn from him- 


self,* made the Aessiahship of Jess 
the basis of his teaching. It is ty 
same grand truth which he now g 
firms ; though Dr. Spry’s criticises 
on the phrases ey dvraus, and can 
avevua dywovrns would fix upon th 
passage a very different signification, 
The words, ev dvvame, are inads 
quately translated by the 
really and effectually. We have th 
same expression in | Cor. iv. 20, wher 
this apostle says, “‘the kingdom 
God is not in word, but “ in power,” 
meaning that the “ dispensation of the 
gospel is introduced by the ageney of 
miraculous endowments,” ver.19,+ Te 
complete form appears to be, & du 
joes vevupmatos,t OF ev duvapes ve Kupe,§ 
One proof of the Messiahship of Je 
sus—of his being the Son of God- 
is found in the mighty works that he 
wrought. Isa. Ixi. 1; Matt. xi. 4—6 
Dr. Spry would render xata tmp 
dyiwovvys, by “* the holy and spiritual 
nature of the divinity.” Now, J.D. 
Michaélis’ remark on Paul’s expr 
sion, ‘* the spirit of holiness,” is) 
** Commentators have taken for gran 
ed that avevza dyswovyys signifies the 
eternal Godhead, without any autho 
rity or arguments drawn from the 
anulogy of the Greek language.” Ne 
decision of the kind can be more cor 
rect and unexceptionable. The phras 
before us, is equivalent to sm 
dys. In the first verse of the ep 
tle, Paul had described himself as 8 
servant of Jesus, the Christ: 
establishes this claim in behalf 
honoured Master, by a reference 
the Holy Spirit, or inspiration, 
eminently rested on our Lord, 
the energies of which he was e@ 
raised from the dead. which 
Whether this be the sense 
“ the universal church” has put Upe 
the passage, is a question compare 
tively insignificant, in the eyes of 
with whom the exposition 
Scriptures by the Scriptures, 
ever be an object of the first i 
ance. Otherwise, it would not 
difficult to produce the names mn 
learned, able and upright mem 
17,) in favour of even what Dr. Spr 


“ 
has been pleased to denominate 


* 1 Cor. iii. 11. + Locke, in 
t Rom. xv. 13. § Luke’: a 
\| Introd, &c. [Marsh], IL. Pp. *™ 
© See J. G. Rosenmuller, @ loc. 
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torturing ingenuity of heretical inter- 
pretation.” It is not, however, by 
means of names or of epithets that 
the point at issue can be determined. 
“The select preacher, before the Uni- 
versity of Oxford,” had previously 
spoken of “ingenuity of heresy.” 
From the pulpit whence he uttered 
these expressions, such criminations 
may be looked for, even after they 
have been generally banished from 
spots, where no heretic was consigned 
first to the secular arm, and then to 
the stake. Those days, happily, are 
past; and we submit to our readers, 
whether in this country, and at this 
advanced period of the world, it may 
not be as well to lay aside these vague 
yet obnoxious appellations. When 
Dr. Spry speaks of heretical interpre- 
tation, all which can, in reason, be 
understood is, that hé adverts to an 
interpretation differing from his own. 
Of heretics, in the scriptural accepta- 
tion of that word, he, undoubtedly, is 
silent. He must be perfectly aware 
that in the judgment of the Church of 
Rome all Protestants, and therefore 
‘he members of the church to which 
he himself belongs, are heretics. If, 
then, he persist in so denominating us, 
ve Must remind him of Michaélis’ un- 
questionable maxim: “ We may be 
assured, that whoever condemns ano- 
ther as a heretic, because he is of a 
different opinion, is wholly ignorant of 
the art of criticism.”* 

t us now attend Dr. Spry in his 
“xammnation of Gal. iv. 4—7 [“* When 
the fulness of time was come,” &c. }. 

¢ discovers the pre-existence of 
a Christ in the clause, “‘ God sent 
= his Son ;” “ sent him from him- 
velf, to take upon him our nature, to 
* made of a woman” [p. 20]. ‘The 
a word is eEaweresAve; and there 

4y be an advantage in considering 
New es of the LXX., and of the 
in — in which it occurs. 
anal _ i. 14, the Greek transla- 
anal Jewish Scriptures use the 
ed. pat the sense of something bestow- 
bas in Gal similar import it certainly 
the spinie oe God hath sent forth 
~ hn of his Son into your hearts” 
This voce municated it to you’).* 
frequently means to dismiss 


. 
; Introd. &e., ut sup., Il. p. 461. 
Schleusner, in verb, [No, 3.] 
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with contempt and ignominy ; as in 
Deut. xx. 19, 29; Luke i. 53. But 
in Acts xxii. 21], and in the text under 
our immediate consideration, its force 
is that of amoceAAw; and it is equiva- 
lent with send. 

Stress appears to be placed by Dr. 
Spry on the language, “ made of a 
woman.” Perhaps he will not deny 
that the original should be translated, 
“porn of a woman:” scarcely can 
he be ignorant that the patriarch Job 
applies this phraseology to himself; * 
and he unquestionably will admit that 
neither was Job's nature divine nor 
his state pre-existent. 

Upon the clause, “* to redeem them 
that were under the law,” the select 
preacher's comment is most extraor- 
dinary : 


“If the Son of God had no existence 
prior to his nativity at Bethlehem; if he 
partook of no nature but that of man, it 
would follow that he was sent forth from 
God for a purpose which we have the 
authority of God himself for saying that 
he could not effect. 

** No truths are more plainly set forth 
in Scripture than these; that man cannot 
be the redeemer of man; and that God 
has reserved this great office of mercy 
for his own especial performance, ‘ None,’ 
says the Psalmist, ‘can by any means 
redeem his brother, nor give to God a 
ransom for him; that he should still 
live for ever, and see no corruption, But 
God will redeem my soul from the power 
of the grave: for he shall receive me,’ ”’ 
Psa. xlix. 7, 9, 15. And Hosea xiii. 9, 
14.—P’p. 21, 22. 


Doubtless, the natural doom of an 
individual man to death, by the ope- 
ration of disease, or other similar 
causes, no fellow-man can set aside. 
No one can thus die in his brother’s 
room, or so avert from him ulti- 
mately ‘* the mortal hour.” Substi- 
tution is here impossible. But this 
inust be exclusively the case, of which 
the Psalmist speaks. As an universal, 
or even a general, as an unqualified 
and abstract, proposition, it is not 
true, and is not asserted, that “* no 
man can redeem his brother.” Sach 
a proposition the Scriptures do not 
contain, and reason and facts do not 
warrant. Our readers, on consulting 
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some texts* to which we shall refer 
them, will hardly dispute the justness 
of our remarks. Whether to redeem 
be simply to deliver, or specifically to 
ransom, we know that both deliverance 
and deliverance by ransom are often 
effected by human beings for human 
beings. Let every passage adduced 
from the sacred volume, be first exa- 
mined by the aid of its context, and 
then be compared with other passages 
in that volume. When the Psalmist 
says, “ No man,” &c., he makes no 
allusion whatever to redemption by 
Christ and the gospel: itis a perfectly 
distinct subject on which he writes. 
The words are misapplied, when cited 
in proof of the tenets, of which the 
select preacher is the advocate. 

There is one sense, we most reve- 
rently and gratefully acknowledge, in 
whieh God alone can be the Redeemer 
of man. All means, all instruments, 
are his: what his creatures possess, 
the opportunities and the ability of 
effecting, is really effected by Him 
from whom that will and ability pro- 
ceed. On this point Dr. Spry will 
scarcely differ from ourselves. This, 
however, is not the statement which 
he has made, nor this the doctrine 
which he here maintains. Were we 
strangers to the mighty power of pre- 
conceived opinion, we should feel asto- 
nished at his thus interpreting Scrip- 
ture merely by its sound. In the 
samme way, several favourite vet un- 
founded notions might be rested on 
the basis of single words, or single 
clauses, where a negative is either eX- 
pressed or implied. So, because we 
read in Micah iii. 7, there is “ no 
answer of God,” we might be led, by 
this sort of criticism, to conclude uni- 
versally from these detached terms, 
that Almighty God does not answer 

rayer. Numerous examples to the 

ike effect might be brought forward : 
and the present is but one among a 
multitude of instances of the unsound- 
hess of such a principle of exposition. 

Bat Dr. Spry resumes his observa- 


tions on Gal. iv. 4—7, In his opi- 
mon, 


“The divinity of the Son of God is 


t Job XXxiii. 24; Prov. xxi. 18: Mate. 
XX, 28 > Levit. xxv, 48, 49; Num. xviii. 
15; Nebem. v.8; 2Sam. xii. 7; Gen 
¥Xxvii. 2), 


further to be proved by the effect of iy 
mission, as it is set forth in this imu. 
tant passage. He was sent forth to». 
deem them that were under the by. 
‘that we might receive the adoption « 
sons.” And one consequence of ths 
adoption is, that thus becoming the wes 
of God, we are made partakers of th 
spirit of his Son * * *. The mysterio 
being here spoken of as the spirit of te 
Son of God, is in other places called 
the apostle, in Janguage equally explict, 
* the Spirit of God,’ ‘ the Spirit of th 
living God,’ It is then clear, that th 
apostle, when he here called him the Sy 
rit of the Son, intended to describe the 
Son himself as God.’’—Pp. 23, 24. 


Such reasoning, if it be good fe 
any thing, proves too much. We wil 
try the principle and the force of i 
upon a simple case. j 

In 1 Cor. v. 4, Paul uses this la- 
guage, “In the name of our Lor 
Jesus Christ, (when ye are gather! 
together, and My SPIRIT,) with te 

ower of our Lord = Christ. 

ere, by my spirit,* the 
means thre authority of his official i» 
spiration. His spirit then was th 
spirit of God and Christ. But is the 
phrase a demonstration, 1s it even pr 
sumptive, of Paul’s deity? 

Obviously, the Spirit of Christ, t 
Spirit of the Son of God, signifies’ 

ortion of the Spirit with w 
Messiah was pre-eminently investe’ 
and which, at his request, 
agency, was imparted to his early ’ 
lowers. The gee - as 
every blessing, is uniformly 
in de Sateen to he God, os 
Father. It may be added, tbat 
viii. 14, decides the point: * — 
as are led by the Spirit of ay 
are the sons of God” [vio @:8). het 
being led by the Divine Spint ; 
possess it, yet are not, ¢ 
rank divine. 

It is a collateral, but - aloe 
an unimportant question, 
omen-ahe Epistle to the ee 
Mr. Belsham thinks that ben ir 
and this judgment of the cas¢™™ 
terms Mr Belsham's “ dictum; oh 
“leaves it to weigh with ere 
look up to its author as their 
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Why does the select preacher style 
such @ declaration, a « ictum ? This 
is not handsomely or correctly said. 
Scriptural critics, of the greatest name, 
have been divided in sentiment con- 
cerning the writer of the letter; 
though they are agreed in respect of 
its high antiquity. Nor has the sub- 
ject any relation to Trinitarianism or 
Antitrinitarianism, as such. ardner 
endeavoured to shew that the — 
to the Hebrews was written by Paul ; 
while J. D. Michaélis arrives at the 
contrary deduction. 

Ja Heb. i. 1, &e., Dr. Spry beholds 
fs of the deity of Jesus Christ. 
e, for example, informs us, (pp. 25, 
26,) that ‘‘ to the Hebrews such lan- 
as ‘ God in these last days hath 
spoken unto us by his Son; whom he 
hath appointed heir of all things ; by 
whom also he made the worlds,’ was 
highly significant.” What evidence, 
however, can this gentleman produce 
in support of his assertion, ‘‘ Him” 
{the Messiah] “they believed to be 
made heir of all things, by virtue of 
an especial covenant entered into be- 
tween him and the Father from eter- 
nity”? If any phrases are “ signifi- 
cant” of inferiority and dependence, 
they are such as we read in the clause, 
“whom he hath aprointep HEIR of 
all things.” The prophetic Psalm * 
to which Dr. Spry has referred, de- 
scribes what is future, not what is 
; the extension of the Messiah’s 
dom, not his personal nature and 
dignity ; a sugoest and @ grant, nota 
covenant : when it is said, ‘“‘ The 
Father loveth the Son and hath given 
all things into his hand,” + al/ things 
must evidently be understood as mean- 
mg el! mankind, both Jews and Hea- 
; the language being well illus- 

by other passages. 
worlds,” now spoken of, are 
not the material worlds, but the ages 
or dispensations, (re; auwvas, | and em- 
» the Christian dispensation. 
text has been admirably explained 
we amiable and judicious ¢ 4- 
Scripture.” on the Language of 
It is the Nicene Creed which sup- 
Dr. Spry, as it had supplied 


a 


* Psalm ij, 
f obo v.20; Matt. si. 27. 


The Rev. John Simpson ; No. VIII. 
VOL, xx, 2¢e 
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Bishop Bull, (pp. 27, 28,) with a key 
to the clauses, *‘ the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his 
person.”” So convinced, indeed, was 
the learned and worthy prelate of the 
identity of the doctrine of his favourite 
syinbol and of the doctrine of the 
words now cited, that he pronounces 
a somewhat harsh censure on those 
who are unable to embrace his inter- 
pretation, He and the select preacher, 
after him, far from admitting that we 
see the matter with different eyes than 
theirs, or through another medium 
than their own, deny that we see it at 
all: they reproach us with having the 
**dim curtain” of *‘ the blind mole. 
Who then are they that make “an 
insinuating appeal to the pride of hu- 
man intellect,’”’ and, as serves their 
purpose, speak now of the mental 
obstuseness, and now of the ingenuity 
and talents of heretics ; who are they 
that, on some occasions, ascribe to us 
“the lynx’s beam,’’ and, on others, 
charge us with ignorance and imbe- 
cility ? 

The image of a person must always 
be distinct from the original: nor can 
the image of the invisible God be 
himself God. Why, then, is this ap- 
pellation bestowed on Jesus Christ? 
Because he received an immeasurable 
communication of Divine knowledge, 
wisdom.and power; because his vir- 
tues eminently approached the moral 
perfections of the Deity ; because he 
revealed the will of heaven, not to 
one nation alone, but to the whole 
race of man; because he was invested 
with signal authority and privileges ; 
and, finally, inasmuch as he is the 
former and head of the new creation. 

According to Dr. Spry, the Apostle 
has proclaimed Jesus Christ to be one 
in substance with the Father. Such 
is the select preacher’s assertion : for 
proofs of the justness of it we search 
in vain,—P. 29. 

This gentleman next puts the sup- 
position that Christ was only a frail 
and mortal being, like ourselves ; and 
upon his assumed and inaccurate pos- 
tulatum he argues to the supposed 
perilousness of the Trinitarian faith, 
and to the improbability that Trinita- 


~’[ 


. 
* “Jam per amavyacpa, x. T. A» e 
* * * talpa cecior est qui non videt. 


See the quotation in Dr. Spry’s note, (95) 


p. 28. 
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rians have actually mistaken the im- 
yort of the language of the Scriptures.* 
* such prescriptive reasoning there 
can be no strength, especially when 
we oppose to it the result of a pure 
and careful examination of the sacred 
volume. Some of the grossest errors 
may boast of considerable and even 
hoar antiquity: and the advocates of 
Transubstantiation itself, appeal to 
the words of our Lord, as recorded by 
his evangelists and apostles. 

The select preacher does not dis- 
criminate between the principle of 
helief in facts, and that of belief in 
opinions; between historical assent, 
or the reception of ¢estimony, and 
verbal interpretation. In the present 
case, the only point at issue between 
Unitarian Christians and their oppo- 
nents, is the sense of Scripture which, 
tre maintain, must be determined by 
Scripture itself, and not by creeds and 
catechisms. We admit no hypothe- 
sis, and certainly not the Socinian, 
the specific feature of which is so wild 
and visionary that we doubt, whether 
in this country it has a single advo- 
cate.—Pp. 32, 33. : 

By Dr. Spry, Unitarian Christians 
are represented as “‘ a powerful and 
busy sect.” Its advocates he pro- 
nounces to be “ neither deficient in 
zeal nor in controversial ability -” 
their “appeal to the pride of human 
intellect has at all times been powerful 
in mischief; and its deadly influence 
has perhaps never been greater than 
at present.”—P. 33. 

There is no argument, as Dr. Spry 
should he aware, in sentences like 
these. _A fact, we trust, it is, that 
Unitarian Christians have some zeal 
for what they consider as scriptural 
truth: for religious virtue they feel, 
we persue ourselves, a yet warmer 
real. The — by which they are 
lesirous of being characterized, is the 
power of virtue and of truth: without 
— pee controversial ability, be it 
= Soe 

, ' at least satisfied, 
that they have nothing to fear from 
yal roe atloghtl knowledge or 

g talents of “ one of the 
select preachers before the Universit 
of Oxford for the vear 1824.” N af 
(To be continued.) 


ee 
_—_——— 


* Pp. 30, 31. 
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Arr. I].—Sermons on the Study of 
the Bible, &e. By Wm. Bree, 
D. D., &e. 


(Concluded from p. 227.) 


ER, VIII. ‘* On the Intercession of 
Christ,” is extremely unsatisfar. 
tory. Dr. Bruce does not explain 
what he means by the phrase, though 
he opens the discourse with the 
ing assertion, *‘ The intercession of 
Christ is foretold by Isaiah, and ocewn 
every where in the Gospels and Epis. 
tles”? (p. 154). The office of inter. 
cessor ascribed to Christ " im 
no more than that by virtue of his 
and doctrine, his death, and resurrer- 
tion, he has been our benefactor ia 
relation to his and our heavenly Fa 
ther. Our Lord represented to the 
unbelieving Jews, (John v. 45,) that 
Moses was their accuser before the 
Father, meaning plainly, that the pre- 
dictions of Moses concerning hi 
condemned their unbelief ; and in the 
same manner Cbrist is the advocate 
of his disciples by means of the goupe, 
which pronounces and ensures 
acquittal from the sentence of deat 
aa the punishment of sin. The text 
of this Sermon, Rom. viii. 34, sugges 
this explanation. L 
“On Predestination, Election and 
Reprobation,” Ser. [X., Dr. Bruce s 
very clear and scriptural, and has our 
entire concurrence. He quotes, ® 
order to oppose, the Assembly’s 0 
techism, and other works of Calviniste 
divines. His rules for interpreting ’ 
Epistles are judicious and h ly im 
portant, and, let us add, these 
have guided us in our remarks ups 
those topics on which we have 
misfortune to differ from the 
yreacher. 
, Dr. Bruce argues boldly and abl 
Ser. X., against the ee of 
inal Sin.” He builds bis argr 
i the solid or of er 
of our Lord. “ With respec 
or the consequences of his trans 
sion, he says not a single word. 
may, therefore, refuse to trent it 4 
essential article of faith—"” @ ‘et? 
He proceeds, however, to inquire os 
the doctrine of the epistles 0 ti 
subject, and adopts the ext pa 
terpretation of Dr. Jobn Tay on 
other biblical critics of 
school. He examines some ei 
sions of Calvin and other 
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the system, and is warmed by their 
coki-blooded statements of the fate of 
the mass of mankind to exclaim—* it 
is impossible to treat of these mon- 
strous positions without contradiction 
and blasphemy” (p. 206). We ex- 
tract with pleasure from the preach- 
er’s remarks on the fifth chapter of 
the Epistle to Romans, his criticism 
on the phrases to justify and to make 
sinners : 

“ To justify, literally signifies, to make 
or render just: in common use, it means 
to defend or vindicate, and also to ab- 
solve from an accusation, or free from past 
sin by pardon. ‘This last is its scriptural 
sense. It is always thus understood, 
when the state of Christians in this world 
is spoken of; because the sins of new 
converts are forgiven at baptism, on 
faith and repentance. This will enable 
you to understand the other phrase, ¢o 
make sinners. As to justify signifies to 
make just, to place in the situation of 
just men by pardon; so this expression, 
to make sinners, is equivalent to condemn, 
to place men in the situation of sinners. 
As a guilty person may be treated like an 
innocent one, by being pardoned and re- 
ceived into favour; so an innocent man 
may be treated as a criminal, and con- 

- The one situation is expressed 
in Scripture by being justified, or made 
righteous; the other by being made a 
sinner. Thus Christ is said, ‘ to be 
made sin,’ or a sinner, ‘ for us; who 
; no sin ;’ or, in the words of Isaiah, 

he was numbered with transgressors,’ 
and put to death as ‘a malefactor.’ He 
is also said to be ‘ made a curse for us ;’ 
- as he es sinned, so neither was he 

r cursed by God. The word is ex- 
plained in the vext clause: ‘ for it is 
written, Cursed is every ove that hangeth 
Upon a tree.’—The first phrase means 
only, that he was condemned, though 

t; 9 the second, that he was 

- To justify, then, signifies to 
pardon ; and to veal sinnere, caltin to 
condemn. in like manner, to make righ- 
teous, is to ry ~ pardon ; and righ- 
and justification are often sy- 
nonymous. In Hebrew, the simple wend 
a to be @ sinner ; in another form 
verb, to make one a sinner ; and it 

is $0 transla 

, me oy tog ba ra 

» Mis ~~" whom the judges sha 
fndemo, literally, make a sinner. * If 
one. myself, my own mouth will con- 
thou ; Or, make me a sinner, * Wilt 

condemn hin that is most just ?’ 
al » make hima sinner. ‘Thus too, 
lene’ mate before us; * by the offence 
is, by many were made sinners ;’ that 
transgression of Adam, many 
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were condemned to be subject to death.” 
—Pp. 194, 195. 

The two Sermons, XI. and XIE, 
**On Atonement,” have our almost 
unqualified approbation. We know 
not where the argument against the 
popular doctrine and for the ‘ free 
grace” of God is so well stated in such 
a small compass. With little altera- 
tion, they would form a most valuable 
tract (and we trust we shall not alarin 
any of our readers in the sister coun- 
try by saying this) for our Unitarian 
Book Socicties. 

What will the Archbishop of Dub- 
lin (if, indeed, he condescends to take 
notice of Irish heresy) say to Dr. 
Bruce’s opening position, “* that the 
mode of Christ’s death was an im- 
portant part of his ministry, but from 
his own words we may conclude, that 
it might have been dispensed with by 
his Father, without defeating the end 
of his coming into the world?” (P. 
212.) 

After laying before his hearers the 
usual exposition given by liberal di- 
vines of the terms and or Bt which 
are forced into the proot of the popu- 
lar doctrine, our preacher proceeds to 
point out some important moral dis- 
tinctions that are overlooked by the 
advocates of a literal atonement by 
blood : 


“It is necessary to point out those (these) 
diversities of signification, to guard you 
agaiust being misied by popular misiuter- 
pretations ; for ou some of the senses, in 
which these words are taken, have been 
chiefly erected the doctrines of imputed 
righteousness and vicarious punishment, 
As divines have plunged mankind into 
such an abyss of degradation and misery, 
by the imputation of Adam's guilt, it 
was but reasonable and equitable, that 
they should make them sharers in the 
merits of Christ: aud as mercy is en- 
tirely bauished from their scheme, and 
they deny to the Almighty the privilege 
of tree grace, or a gratuitous forgiveness 
of sins, they were also obliged to lay the 
guilt of our sins upou our blessed Lord, 
that he might atone for them. But guilt 
and punishment, transgression and re- 
ward, are always personal. No man can 
partake in the guilt of another, except 
he be also a sharer in his crime; no man 
cau be punished or rewarded for the 
merit or demerit of another. A father 
may suffer by the extravagance and de- 
pravity of his sou, and a son by the mis- 
conduct of his father; but cannot be 
punished for it, Subjects may suffer by 
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the vices of kings, and we all may suffer 
by the transgression of Adam; but his 
guilt is never said in Scripture to be tn- 
puted to his posterity. Punishment and 
suffering imply very different ideas. Pu- 
nishment is suffering, but suffering is not 
always punishment: for punishment sup- 
poses guilt. Christ may have suffered on 
our account, but could not be punished, 
because * in him was no sin,’ ’’—Pp. 216, 
217. 

We agree, and unless we lay aside 
both our reason and our feelings can- 
not help agreeing, with Dr. Bruce in 
his elementary principle of true Chris- 
tian theology : 


‘In the first place, we may be as- 
sured, that no true doctrine cau impeach 
the Divine moral character; and that no 
principle, which casts an imputation on 
the Divine character, cau be true; for 
there is nothing of which we can be more 
certain, than the purity, equity and be- 
nignity of our heavenly Father. This 
conviction results from the exercise of all 
those rational powers, and moral princi- 
ples, with which he has endowed our 
nature; from the authentic declarations 
of his prophets, and from the fact of our 
redemption by his Son; which we all 
acknowledge to be a dispensation of free 
grace. This conviction we should ever 
hold fast; nor ever suffer it to be shaken 
by any speculations, I[t is the fountain 
of all our hopes, aud the ground of our 
own moral character. Without this, there 
would be no faith, hope, nor charity ; no 
purity, truth, nor brotherly love. With- 
out this, we could not love God. This 
conviction we should especially keep in 
mind, while treating of what is called the 
atonement ; for it has been the source of 
the grossest calumnies against the Most 
High.” —Pp. 228, 22: 


“ows oe . 


The preacher is very successful in 
pointing out the contradictions in the 
scheme of atonement as commonly 
received, on the vainly alleged autho- 
rity of scripture. The following pas- 
sage reminds us of some of the pithy 
arguments of the late Rev. Henry 
Faylor in his learned and, in many 
respects, invaluable work, “* Ben Mor- 
leeai’s Apology,” a work to which 
Dr. Brace refers, and which he pro- 
bably const!ted, and with evident pro- 


riety, on most of the subjects of his 
ACTUTES : 


_ “ In short, the whole xcheme is full of 

wmpestice and inconsistency. If the guilt 
of our stus were literally laid on Chris 
rt st 

aw A not be a Lamb, without spot 

diame less :-—if not, he could not be 





justly punished for them. If the dea 
of Christ be literally a payment of og 
debt, it cannot be literally a ransom from 
captivity; nor does God exercise free 
grace in forgiving us :—if it bear 

it cannot be a punishment; if a punish. 
ment, it is no ransom, nor sacrifice : if, 
sacrifice according to the Mosaical lay, 
it is neither the payment of a debt, nor 
a ransom, nor a punishment, nor a sub. 
stitution: if it be a sin offering, it is no 
peace offering; if a peace offering, it is 
not a sin offering; if it be a sacrifice, it 
is not a passover ; if a passover, no sacti- 
fice. Finally, if our sins be forgives 
freely, there can be no literal payment, 
nor ransom, nor punishment, nor sacte 
fice, nor vicarious suffering; otherwise, 
what becomes of free grace? These are 
all figurative expressions, intended for 
explanation : but instead of explanation, 
we employ them for confusion; and i» 
stead of relying on the plain and positive 
assertions of Christ and his apostles, we 
convert similes into arguments, free grace 
iuto unjust exaction, and divine, gratw+ 
tous mercy, into cruel and tyrannical pe 
nishment.”’—Pp. 235, 236. 


With a severity, which is not usual 
with him, the preacher reprobates the 
«detestable opinion” of certain “ pre 
fligate” fanatics. ‘“‘ There are at 
day, and in these countries,” (he says, 
p. 244,) a multitude of wretched and 
ignorant enthusiasts, whose pernicious 
fanaticism engages them to delight i 
the prevalence of vice.” He — 
himself even more bitterly. He may 
allude to some sect of Antinomians 
peculiar to Ireland, of whose ore 
and conduct we have no knowledges 
but if he has in view merely Ultre 
Calvinists, such as we see thems 
England, we think the description 
exaggerated and the censure 
cable, We have known many who 
have carried their Calvinistic 
to an extreme — g ote we ws, 
who yet would have n 
aes onl boast of any faith, on" 
cepting the purest, on account 
excellence of their temper Si | 
purity and usefulness of their lives 


ee 


© One of these we remember ip 
ticular, who was fond of speaking $ 
paragingly of good works, at ee 
sitated to avow that he looked upes 
great mass of mankind as the non-eleet, 
doomed by an eternal decree to eed ® 
tion, who yet made use <= r 
an argument for charity. 
he would say, on shewing kindness to th 
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« Universal Redemption and Future 
Punishment” are rather oddly the title 
of Ser. XH. The reader is prepared 
to learn that Dr. Bruce adopts the 
Arminian side of the question concern 
ing the design and efficacy of the death 
of Christ. ~ By “ universal redemp- 
tiow” he is far from meaning universal 
salvation; nay, he says in the next 
sermon, (p. 289,) that it is not quite 
clear nor absolutely necessary for us 
to understand “ in what sense Christ’s 
dying for all men is to be understood ; 
how fur his salvation will affect those 
who died before his manifestation, and 
those who, in these latter days, have 
never heard the name of Christ.” 
Some Calvinists have gone further 
than this; witness Dr. Watts in his 
younger and more “ orthodox” days. 

With regard to ‘* future punish- 
ment” the preacher rejects at once 
the doctrine of endless torments, but he 
is equally peremptory in denying the 
restoration of the wicked. The object 
of punishments, in the world to come, 
he asserts, (p. 264,) is not “‘ amend- 
ment and reformation, for this is our 
only state of probation.” Is not this 
a mere petitio principii ? The whole 

estion is, whether the future suf- 
Cotagn of the wicked will be correc- 
te or vindictive. Dr. Bruce allows 

the terms ever, for ever, &c., 
ear & limited meaning ; that limita- 
ton, in reference to future punish- 
ments, being the duration of the exist- 
ence of the subjects of them. His 
scheme, then, is that of destruction, 
“lasting misery, followed by extinc- 
ton of being :” “ the sinner is never 
to be restored to favour, but must 
spend his whole existence in misery, 
‘erminate his sufferings only by 
mihilation:” and “ the execution of 
this dreadful sentence (he says) may 
wen Operate as an edifying example 
& vindication of Divine holiness 
and justice” (p. 271). Now when it 
* considered how large a proportion 
| mankind, even in Christian coun- 
ines, must on every plan of moral 
ym goer be ot Plier sinners, — 
~» “cording to the preacher, the 
miserable fate of all enbatievers is cer- 
Pes that it is doubtful what 
become of the myriads that lived 
— “we must make them as 
aS we can here, for they will be 
enough hereafter '”’ 
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before Christ, and the myriads that 
since his advent have lived and died 
in ignorance of his very name ;—what 
a prospect have we before us! Is 
Christianity: indeed good news? Is 
not, on the contrary, the peculiar re- 
velation of Christianity, the resurrec- 
tion of all the dead, a tremendous 
threatening, of power sufficient to 
blight the heart of every believer with 
a curse? 

Differing on this point foto calo 
from the preacher, we should argue 
that under a wise, not to say benig- 
nant, government, even upon earth, 
the object of punishment must be the 
melioration of the punished. ‘To pu- 
nish one being for the sake of * an 
edifying example” to others, is liable 
to some of the strongest objections 
which Dr. Bruce himself brings against 
the notion of vicarious sufferings. And 
vindictive punishment is the act of a 
being swayed by passion rather than 
reason, or of one who is conscious of 
want of power to effect his object, the 
changing of the offender, by any other 
means, of of one who delights in mi- 
sery for its own sake. 

The raising of the dead to life, in 
order to torment them in various de- 
grees and for various periods, with a 
view to their ultimate annihilation, 
would be a miracle of vengeance ! 
And it is, we confess, as little recon- 
cilable to our view of the character 
of the Supreme Fatuer, as the gross 
and barbarous doctrine of endless mi- 
sery. 

After the many remarks that we 
have made upon these Sermons, there 
is but little in the XIVth and last, 
** On the Necessity of Redemption,” 
that calls for our stfictures. The po- 
sition implied in this title is not closely 
argued: we question if the discourse 
would make any impression upon an 
intelligent unbeliever. Dr. Bruce here 
attributes explicitly the creation of 
the natural wend to Christ, and 
ascribes to him, without one word of 
explanation, the power of raising him- 
self from the dead! (P. 288.) He 
maintains, indeed, the supremacy of 
the Father, (and so in a metaphysical 
sense do Bull and Waterland,) but in 
the following passage, which is scarce- 
ly consistent with the admission, be- 
fore pointed out, of the possibility of 
man’s salvation without Christ’s death, 
Christ is represented as being in reli- 
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tion to us all that we hold to be im- 
plied in the name and character of 
God. 


* It is possible, that without the vo- 
luntary interposition of the*Son of God, 
this world would have been lost; and 
that it would not have been consistent 
with the inscrutable counsels of Divine 
Wisdom, with the essential attributes of 
the Divine vature, with the relations in 
which we may stand to the rest of God's 
spiritual creation, and with the effect to 
be produced throughout the various class- 
es of intelligence, that it should have 
been saved and restored to immortality, 
without this maguanimous humiliation, 
this heroic condescension of that exalted 
Spirit.”"—P, 289. 

Freely as we have unimadverted 
upon these Sermons, we cannot drop 
this Review without expressing our 
respect for the author, and our hope 
that his volume will attract public 
attention, and particularly in Ireland. 
We are not wicked, we hope ; but we 
confess that we should like to see Dr. 
Bruce called out into the field of con- 
troversy by the “ orthodox” of his 
own “island of saints.” ‘Theolovical 
warfare is necessary to make logical, 
critical and, in the true sense, sound 
divines ; and nothing but this appears 
to us to be wanted to rouse the Pro- 
testants and Presbyterians of Ireland 
from the apathy, which, with regard 
to political as well as religious ques- 
tions, has, with some fitful exceptions 
in the former point of view, prevailed 
im that country, and proved its bane. 

~<a 

Arr. lil.—4 Letter addressed (0 the 

King, by Thomas Thrush, on Re- 

signing his Commission as a Cap- 

fam m the Royal Nary, on the 

Ground of the Unlawfulness of 

War. Svo. pp. 32. Harding. 1825, 
F BPXHUIS is in every point of view an 

interesting letter. The writer is 
actuated by pure Christian motives, 
and proves his sincerity by making 
large sacrifices for the sake of con. 
science. We enter not into his argu- 
ment against all war, as well defensive 
as offensive, grounded upon the pro- 
phecies of the Old Testament and the 
precepts of the New . our object being 
met iit 0 ou reader thi 

The writer is “aoe ishan integrity. 

, 1 tO onr readers as 
an able advocate for Unitarianism - 
and we may be wid oh, 

permitted to add that 


his conduct in resigning his 
and gainful profession gives weight jp 
his declaration of faith ina 
system of Christianity. His Letter 
as respectful to the High P 

to whom it is addressed as the mis 
of courtesy can be conceived to n. 
quire. He thus relates his conversa 
to a pacific creed : 


* With much zeal and sincerity | 
tered into the Naval Service of your Me 
jesty’s revered father, and swore alles. 
ance to him. This allegiance is now, o 
course, due to your Majesty as his lawl 
successor. When I entered into this 
lemn contract, I entertained no appre 
hension that I was acting in opposition 
to the principles of the Christian religion; 
nor did any apprehension of this kind 
ever arise in my mind during the time! 
was actively employed in the service o 
my country. Nay, so far from suspecting 
that I was departing from Christian ree. 
titude, it appeared to me almost certam, 
if 1 should lose my life in the service! 
my king and my country, that this would 
serve as a kind of passport to the favoar 
and acceptance of God. ‘This opines, 
which has been frequently i by 
ministers of the Gospel of Peace, as well 
as by Pagan writers, is, I believe, gene 
rally entertained by those who think # 
all when they enter the naval or 
wrofession. 

' “‘ Those, Sire, who live much in the 
world are imperceptibly led to think, # 
act, upon the principles of those #* 
whom they associate. ‘Though, in the 
busy scenes of naval service, | never 
tertained an idea of my profession beim 
irreconcilable with the religion of Chris; 
yet, after passing several years m4 
tirement bordering on seclusion; 
after more closely inspecting the 

tian precepts, and reviewing my past 
it appears to me that while I have 
serving my king and my country, Aran 
brilliantly, yet faithfully, | have 
acting in open disobedience to the Wi 
and positive commands of another odes 
superior Master,—a Master whose 
upon my allegiance are prior, we 
mount, to those of your Majesty, * 
any earthly sovereign.” —Pp. 75 Sin, 

“‘ When the first impressiovs, the 
were formed in my mind concerning i 
unlawfulness of Christians entering 
or remaining in the military prota 
I cannot exactly recollect. To ™y thous! 
I may, | believe, say that I never bin the 
seriously on the subject 26 wit feel 
last four years. Whenever 
ings of disaggrobesion expressed concert 
ing war, I was led to regard them 
Bishop Horsley did, as a § 


2, 
4% 


Ti ae wicket 





~~—npenawmwerwaaonureseef - 2 aw a Oo eg a et 


<_< @tk th tinmtipnion om aan ana an GS Ah. a> 





Se fees sf.s & 


a" #7 FT &awYe Ts FT 


es ww RP es Pe EAST TK RL 


-_ * FF 


rT~ se 


__ 
- 


“~~ fsT Fe ss & 


. -. 5 oe e...h UU U.LULUL,.dlCUwK,.,.DlUM.DlLUCUDlmlUCUWG, CU 





tanical cant ; so fully was I satisfied that 
war, and consequently my profession, 
was perfectly consonant with the precepts 
of Christianity. About the time I have 
mentioned, owing to circumstances which 
| need not state, | began to entertain 
doabts on this subject. These doubts 
gradually gained strength; and carly in 
the vear 1822 I came to the resolution 
to investigate the subject more closely 
than I had hitherto done; and if, after 
such investigation, it should appear to 
me that my profession was irreconcila- 
ble with the precepts of Christ, I deter- 
mined to resign my naval rank and half- 
pay, although I placed a high value upon 
the former, and the latter forms a large 
portion of a very limited income ; and I 
was thereby subjecting myseif, and not 
myself alone, to a very considerable 
change in my mode of living, and this at 
an advanced period of life, when its com- 
forts and conveniences are most wanted. 
“To take a step so highly important 
tome in many points of view, but par- 
ticularly in a religious one, upon the first 
impression of my mind, would have been 
highly improper; for even the best in- 
formed persons frequently change their 
opinions, and see the same transaction in 
diferent points of view at different pe- 
riods of time. From the verv novel na- 
ture of the act I contemplated, 1 thought 
it possible that this might happen to 
myself; and that, in my ardour to do 
what { deemed an act of religious duty, 
| might hastily take a step of which I 
might hereafter see just cause to repent, 
and when repentance could not avail me. 
Iwas also aware, that what I proposed 
doing, being so much at variance with 
established custom, might be attributed 
'0 vanity, or an affectation of singularity 
—motives by which, as far as 1 know 
myself, | have never been greatly influ- 
enced. Added to these considerations, 
I felt much difficulty as to the manner in 
Which I should withdraw myself from my 
profession. It appeared to me, (though 
" May savour of vanity thus to express 
myself,) that the measure I contemplated 
Was one of very great importance both 
in & political and religious point of view. 
“Under these perplexing circumstan- 
ces, | came to the resolution to retain 
my half-pay three years longer, should 
- life be so long spared, and to dedicate 
' time to serious inquiry on a subject 
“astantly pressing upon my mind. ‘This 
¥ | considered as likely to cure me of 
say false notions that either ignorance, 
Hatticiem, or vanity might generate. It 
» Sire, pleased the Divine Disposer of 
jems to grant me these years; and I 

hope years; an 
enn, bare not been passed unpro- 
y. After every inquiry and consi. 
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deration on one of the most important 
subjects that can occupy the human mind, 
as far as my abilities and opportunities 
have enabled me, and after frequent and 
earnest prayer to that Being who alone 
has power over the minds of men, that I 
might do nothing dishonourable to Chris- 
tianity nor injurious to society, | have 
seen no reason to regret the resolution | 
then formed. Some may blame me, and 
with seeming justice, for taking so long 
atime for consideration, on what | now 
speak of as so very clear a point. I do 
not, however, regret this delay, as it has 
effectually convinced me that | have acted 
not only from pure motives, but also on 
correct principles; aud I feel the fallest 
confidence that I shall never repent of 
the step that conscience has dictated. 
This delay has also enabled me to correct 
the false views I have entertained till 
within the last twelve mouths concerning 
what is called defensive war. Ou this 
subject I have, indeed, changed my opi- 
nions,”—Pp, 24—26. 


Mr. (for we may no longer say Cap- 
tain) Thrush shews the justness of 
his principle that a man cannot “ be 
at the same time a faithful follower 
of Christ and a warrior by profession,” 
by referring to the case of the two 
military officers who were lately de- 
graded by the sentence of a court 
martial at Malta, for refusing to obey 
an order to pay military honours to a 
Roman Catholic procession in that 
island. 


‘The moment a man sells himself to 
his sovereign, or to his country, for the 
purpose of human destruction, he loses 
caste (if | may be allowed the expression) 
as a Christian. He forfeits that liberty, 
that freedom to think, to speak, and to 
act, on moral and religious principles, 
which, as a Christian, it is his privilege, 
as well as his duty, to maintain. 

“If a subject may be permitted to 
make the remark, your Majesty appears 
to entertain opinions similar to these. 
in confirming the sentence of a Court 
Martial held on a foreign station on two 
officers for disobedience of orders, your 
Majesty most justly observes, that “ IF 
RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES WERE ALLOWED 
TO BE URGED BY INDIVIDUAL OFFICERS 
AS A PLEA FOR DISOBEDIENCE OF OR- 
DERS, THR DISCIPLINE OF THE ARMY 
WOULD SUSTAIN AN INJURY WHICH 
MIGHT BE DANGEROUS TO THE STATE. 
Surely, Sire, this is equivalent to saying 
that men who are imbued with RELI- 
Gtous principLes, or Christians, are 
unfit for the military service. Of the 
justice of your Majesty's remark, or of 
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the equity of the sentence of the Court, 
no ove conversant in military discipline 
can entertain a doubt. ‘Thinking men, 
who believe that their professional duty 
interferes with their duty to God, ought 
not to halt between two opinions.” —Pp. 
9, 10. 

We have room for only another 
passage on the political consequences 
of the predicted universal diffusion of 
the gospel, in its moral spirit and 
power : 

“ When Christians, Sire, shall subdue 
the anti-christian spirit of ambition, of 
resistance, and revenge,—or, in the words 
of St. James, those dusts from whence 
wars arise,—and, instead of emulating 


POETRY. 





the heroes of antiquity, to which & 
present course of education propels them, 
they shall take Jesus Christ for the 
pattern :—when, like him, men shal 
think it more honourable to submit wk 
patience to a blow, than to rewre 
with interest :—when men shall preier 
the approbation of God, to the admin. 
tion of their fellow-men ; or, in a word, 
when they become Christians :—the 
* will they beat their swords into plough. 
shares ;’ and ‘£ nation will not rise » 


against nation, neither will they kam 


war any more.’ ‘This, Sire, is the la 
guage of prophecy; and in the applica 
tion of it, and of the precepts of Jesus, | 
trust that ‘ / have spoken forth tie woe 
of truth and soberness.’"'—P. 30. 


—__ 


STANZAS occasionep sy THE EXECUTION or GENERAL RIEGO. 


Ungrateful Spain! Riego’s gone— 
Can lives like his be given in vain ? 
Was it for nought thy gallant son, 
The last of Spaniards, * died for Spain ?— 
Go, hail, before yon iron throne, 
The royal traitor’s abject reign— .o- 
Forget, forgive, a realm undone, 
The stranger’s sword, the vassal’s chain ! 


But no, wrong’d land! it cannot be— 
_ Thou wert not made the clime for slaves : 

Thou yet hast sons who feel for thee, 
_ Whom the yoke bows, but not depraves. 
The — eye from far may see 
_ There sleeps a storm on Spanish waves : 
rhe lordly race will yet be free, 

Or proudly rest in freemen’s graves. 


What though along their lovely land 

he venal Gaul his steed has driven, 
To bind again with ruthless hand 

Her chains, for one bright moment riven ? 
Her gray Sierras still command 

_A thonsand scenes to glory given, 
Where Freedom’s flag will yet be fanned 

By all the winds of smiling heaven ! 


Riego’s gone—and Spain once more 

( mex a princely reptile’s nod 
Who claims (the tyrant’s only lore) 

he right to wrong the world of God :-— 
A meaner miscreant ne’er before 
wn awe oe to scourge it trod : 

, that sweh have power to 
The blood that stains a deapecte red ! 





* It was, I believe, C. Cassius, who was called Ultimus Romanorw™ 
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Poetry. —Hymn of Mary Magdalene. 


As die the brave, Riego died— 
With freedom’s martyrs lives his name ;— 
But, oh! that, stretched in martial pride, 
His corse had grac’d the field of fame! 
Vet Russell's nerve the scaffold tried, 
And Wallace met the tree of shaine :— 
Round each dark spot where freedom sighed, 
Such memories twine a sword of flame. 


Riego’s sword is broke—but not 
Lost is his glory, near or far ; 
His fame shal! yet be unforgot 
In future fields of happier war :— 
In the freed peasant’s peaceful cot 
His praise shall wake the sweet guitar 
While Bourbon’s name his gore shall blot, 
His own shall shine—his country’s star | 


And thou, his land !—thy Pyrenees, 
Were they not pil'd to fence the /ree 
Still wilt thou drain the bitter lees 
Of woes and wrongs for years to be ?- 
Rise in thy might—arise, and seize 
The birthright long withheld from thee ; 
And sound, in every Spanish breeze, 
The dirge of buried Slavery ! 


¥ 
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HYMN OF MARY MAGDALENE. 


These lines are founded on the supposition, that, previously to her acquaint- 
ance with our Lord, Mary Magdalene had been an erring woman. They 
contain only allusions to the Jewish Scriptures, with which she might have 
been familiar, and to the discourses of our Lord, many of which she had 


heard, 


eit 


GsLorious Father! lo, before Thee 
Bends an erring child of clay ; 
Humbly there she dares implore Thee, 
That her feet no more may stray 
Hear in pity, Lord of Nature ! 
Since our frailty Thou dost know , 
Lead, oh lead, Thy pardoned creature 
Where redemption’s fountains flow! 


(er* my soul and all her errors 
Pitving stretch Thy golden rod, 
Shew Thy power without its terrors, 
Call the suppliant to her God : 

Bid the tardy gleaner gather 
In the living field of heaven ; 
Let the prodigal a Father 
Find in Thee—the past forgiven ! 


Never more shall sin’s dominion 
Then enthral this ransom’d breast ; 
riagoents hope shall spread her pinion, 
Earthly passion sink to rest :— 


—— 
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Abasnerus, four lines are allusive to the appearance of Esther in the presence of 
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Never more in pleasures idle 
Shall my spirit’s lamp decay, 
But to Christ’s eternal bridal 
Light my steps and cheer my way ! 


Crediton. 


oa 


Come, therefore, Thou who holdest the seven stars 


In Thy right hand, appoint Thy chosen priests, 
As cotar'd and appointed in old time, 

To minister to Thee, and duly dress 

And pour the consecrated oil for aye 

Into thy holy, ever-burning lamps. 

Thou hast sent out the spirit of deep prayer 
Upon thy servants over all the earth 


To this great end, and stirred their hallow’d vows, 


Like sound of many waters, round Thy throne. 
Now may each say, Lord! Thou hast visited 
This land—the utmost corners of the earth 
Hast not forgotten, tho’ mankind had thought 
That Thou hadst left us for the verge of heaven, 
The extremest verge, and hadst abandoned all 
Thy marvellous works among the later sons 
Of this our age. But, Lord! accomplish now, 
And perfect Thy all-glorious deeds. Men leave 
Their works unfinish’d; but Thou art a God, 
Thy nature is perfection—seasons, times, 

Roll at Thy feet, and at Thy bidding come, 
And at Thy bidding go. Our fathers’ days 
With many revelations Thou, O Lord, 

Didst dignify above the days of old ; 

So now to us, unworthy, even to us, 

Thou canst vouchsafe a portion of Thyself 
And Thy own Spirit. Who shall prejudice 
Thy all-directing will? Thy power and grace 
Departed not with the primeval times, 
(However fond and faithless men may deem,) 
Thy kingdom is at hand, even now, and Thou 


Art standing at the door. Come forth, come forth, 


Out of Thy royal chambers, Prince of kings, 
Of all the kings of earth. Put on the robes, 
The visible robes of highest majesty 

Imperial. Take Thy glorious sceptre now ; 


The earth is waiting, and creation sighs 
To be renewed. 


OBITUARY. 
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Ohituary—Mr. Thomas Biggin Gaskell. 
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POETICAL VERSION OF A PASSAGE FROM MILTON'S PROSE. 
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1825. March 26, Mr. Tuomas Biggin 
GASKELL, aged 28, at the house of his fa- 
ther, Roger Gaskell, Esq., of Warrington, 
This excellent young man inherited from 
his mother a pulmonary co nt, and 
although deprived of the tof her va- 
tuable Instructions, as she died when he 
was ouly nine months old, his mind was 


a tra of his amiable and pious mo- 
ther’s. - constitution vehved a aes 




















shock, about a year ago, which consider 
ably impaired his health. He one ed, 
however, gradually to recover 
November he removed 
order to attend some of the 
tures, having passed a session 
the winter of 1820. It Is 
climate of Scotland was too b! 
delicate frame. He took 4 


soon after he was settled 


gid 









which produced a cough and hoarseness. 
These continued, with occasional remis- 
sions, until he determined to return to 
his native air. He arrived at Warrington 
on Sunday, March 13, when his friends 
were most painfully confirmed in the 
alarming apprehension that he was ap- 
proaching the last stage of a consump- 
tion, by the heart-rending opiuion of the 
physicians who were consulted. The ra- 
vaees of his disease proceeded with a 
rapidity scarcely paralleled, which baffled 
all medical aid and the tenderest assi- 
duities of friends. Thus, in the flower 
of youth, was he cut off. ‘* His sun has 
set while it was yet day.”” ‘The life of 
this most amiable young man offers but 
little to catch the public eye: he was of 
a retired disposition, and loved not to 
obtrude himself upon general notice. 
But his death, to those who knew him, 
tw an affectionate father, a numerous 
train of relatives, and an extensive circle 
of friends, is a subject of the most ago- 
nizing grief and poignant sorrow. In- 
tegrity most inflexible, generosity most 
disinterested, philanthropy most univer- 
sal, and piety most sincere and fervent, 
formed the most distinguished features 
in his character, His love of peace and 
the diffusion of happiness prompted hii 
to soften asperities of temper and to per- 
form unbounded acts of kindness. Al- 
though indisposition much impeded his 
studies, his mind was well stored with 
knowledge ; and at one period of his life 
he was inclined to devote himself to the 
Christian ministry. In the Unitarian 
congregation at Warrington he was an 
active, valuable and zealous member, and 
it always afforded him a pious pleasure 
to hear of the successful spread of ge- 
nuine, unalulterated Christianity. It has 
justly observed, by persons but little 
acquainted with him, that his counte- 
hance was a perfect index of his heart ; 
» on all occasions, with a glow 
benevolence. During his short con- 
nement he received his friends with his 
accustomed smile of serenity and delight, 
_ the grateful expressions of acknow- 
ted of the svothing attentions of 
uinistering to his comfort, though 

— in the feebleness of extreme de- 
wah the arose from a heart overflowing 
' sincerest gratitude, and glowing 
ie rar Soaderese love and friendship. 
oot s life, so was his death—not a 
escaped from his lips; aud he 

his last sigh with as much com- 

~~ ~ ag quiet as if he had been fall- 
2 - the removal of such a 

$ this, in the midst of useful- 

d ou of nature offers not a ray 
on or of hope to cheer and 

gue. i the darkness and gloom of the 
* @Mysterions indeed it does appear. 
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But, as this excellent youth lately re- 
marked, on an awfully sudden bereave- 
ment of a near relative, ** all is wise and 
right.” The Christian revelation dispels 
every doubt and dissipates every fear. In 
jod’s all-wise designs nothing premature, 
nothing fortuitous can ever occur. Under 
this delightful, this animating assurance, 
survivors have only to follow the example 
which their lamented young friend has 
exhibited for their imitation, and to wait 
with pious confidence for the blissful 
period when they and he will be re- 
united in brighter worlds, and in scenes 
and circumstances which will not again 
be beclouded or disturbed by death. 
H. G. 
—— 

** At Stockton-upon-Tees, on the 31st 
ult., (March,) Mr. JAaMEs CRowk, mer- 
chant, aged 69 years, a member of the 
Unitarian congregation of that place, 
His piety was genuine and sincere, un- 
contaminated by moroseness or bigotry. 
His attachment to the Dissenting interest 
was candid and liberal, embracing uni- 
versal charity. In private life he exhi- 
bited a most amiable character, as an 
affectionate relation, kind master, and 
sincere friend. In business he evinced 
the strictest honour and integrity, and 
his whole conduct was an eminent ex- 
ample of the practical effects of the reli- 
gion he professed.”"—Durham Chronicle, 
April 9. 

This is a strong but not overcharged 
or undiscriminating portrait of a charac- 
ter, whose removal from the sphere of 
virtuous exertion in the present state, 
has occasioned a chasm in the circle of 
his relatives and friends not easily to be 
supplied. In the particular incidents of 
the life of this excellent individual there 
is little to call for a detailed notice; its 
uniform and consistent tenor formed its 
crowning ornament. His sphere of aetion 
was comparatively limited, but if, to have 
lived less for himself than for others, to 
have declined vo exertion of body or 
mind which might subserve the interests 
of his friends, his ueighbourhovd, his 
country, or his rcligion ; to have fear- 
lessly encountered obloquy and suspicion 
by the assertion of unpopular principles 
in difficult times, can stamp the character 
of public spiritedness, few have more no- 
bly merited the title of a “ public man 
than the deceased; few have better de- 
served to be held up as an example of 
the benign influence of unsophisticated 
Christianity upon man as a social being, 
at once enlarging his views and awaken. 
ing and directing his sympathies for the 
benefit of his fellow-men. 

Mr. Crowe was, ou his mother’s side, 
descended from the family of Cooke, owe 
of the oldest and most respectable in 
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Stockton, and from which, being of the 
Established Church, the office of mayor 
of the borough had not unfrequently 
been filled. His father was a leading 
member of the congregation of Protes- 
tant Dissenters, the services of which 
were, for many years, conducted upon a 
neutral principle, including various shades 
of religious sentiment. The subject of 
the present obituary does not appear to 
have embraced any very decided theolo- 
gical opinions until the accession of the 
Rev. B. Evans to the ministry in that 
place, whose ingenuous avowal of the 
principles of Unitarian Christianity, whilst 
it offended the prejudices of several of the 
weaker brethren, contributed to settle 
and establish a consistent, rational faith 
in some of the more enlightened. From 
this time Mr. Crowe continued in the 
steady and fearless profession of a creed 
‘* every where spoken against.” In the 
last attempt made by the Dissenters to 
obtain the repeal of the Test and Corpo- 
ration laws, he acted as one of a meeting 
of deputies at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and 
Mr. Pitt's treatment of their claims final- 
ly dissolved the warm attachment which 
Mr. Crowe had felt towards him upon 
his first entrance into political life. In 
relation to this great question, Mr Crowe 
never experienced that apathy which has 
so extensively circulated amongst Pro- 
testant Dissenters, and he therefore hail- 
ed the recent symptoms of a disposition 
to sleep no longer under the operation of 
proseriptive and stigmatizing cuactments. 
Though his property and the influence of 
his character qualified him to take the 
same lead as his ancestors in the civil 
affairs of his native town, the existence 
of that profanation, called the sacramen- 
tal test, effectually precluded his offering 
himself as a candidate for the office of 
mayor, Whilst it was not untrequently 
iilled by persons whose qualifications 
were nominal in every point of view. 
Thus, upon asmall scale, we see exem- 
plified the baneful operation of intolerant 
laws in excluding from Opportunities of 
social usefulness men whose talents and 
public spirit would otherwise have en- 
sured to them the suffrages of their fel- 
low citizens. The cause of the Abolition 
of the African Slave-'Trade found in Mr. 
Crowe an carly and an active partisan, 
His zeal and exertions on this subject are 
amongst the earliest and most salutary 
recollections of the present writer. : 
The dawnings of liberty in France were 
iam experienced by every yon 
ag oy ~ eae + . ry warm friend 
te S Species; and his 
‘ympathy, with the cruci persecutions 
which Priestley, Winterbothan Pal 
amd other excet! gtr ath leaf 
cnt men underwent, du. 


tieg the reign of anti-jacobinism, wa: 





cordial and sincere, and, as might ha 
been expected, rendered him for a tige 
an object of suspicion, if not of dislike 
amongst his ultra-loyal neighbours, 

An incident which occurred about ds 
time may illustrate the manner in whia 
political feeling intercepted the ordinan 
courtesies of life towards those whom te 
soi-disant friends of government chow 
tu brand with disaffection, The wor. 
men employed by Mr. Crowe, in pulling 
down an old house, discovered in a chim. 
ney, a bag containing nearly £100 in of 
English coins; the occurrence was som 
reported to the Bishop of Durham, 
whom the money was claimed in t 
character of the Lord of the Manor, # 
treasure-trove. With the exception o 
some few pieces, which Mr. Crowe, is 
ignorance of the bishop's rights, bad 
previously distributed to friends as cure 
sities, and which he offered to reclaim, 
the whole contents of the bag were im 
mediately transmitted to the bishop, 
whose wonted munificence was, bow. 
ever, on this occasion, restrained toa 
dispensation with the offer to reclaim 
not extending to the return of a singe 
coin for Mr. Crowe's Own use. 

It was not assigned to the deceased w 
sustain the parental relation in its nat 
ral sense, but it pleased Providence ® 
call forth his exemplary prudence and bis 
affectionate counsels for the beneit # 
many who yet live to bless his memon, 
not only as the faithful guardian of ther 
temporal interests, but as the main sour 
and spring (uuder the Divine blessing) « 
every thing estimable and honourable in 
their character and principles, Such w# 
his striking regard to justice, and his 
in whatever he undertook, that he w# 
very frequently placed in situations © 
trust, and on one occasion, Was upes- 
pectedly appointed an executor of the 
will of a gentleman of large property, 
whose only previous connexion with - 
arose out of a matter of arbitration * 
which Mr. Crowe had decided in fave 
of the opposite party. Indeed most ~ 
descriptive of the predominant habit « 
his mind are the lines of Virgil, 


‘* Justissimus Unts 

Qui fuit in Teucris et servantissia® 
equi.” 

To his continued zeal and attentio 4 
present small but improving society t. 
Unitarian Dissenters in Stockton, * 
& great measure, indebted for 16 
ence. Under very difficult circumstane®” 
in many respects resembling O° 
which the Wolverhampton comer 
has long been placed, the Stocktos . 
tarians were for a time compe yr 
make use of a large room, in which 
Evans, after a long secession from 


n the 











wervices of the pulpit, regularly officiated 
in the morning, and Mr. Crowe con- 
ducted the devotions of the afternoon, 
reading, generally, some well-selected 
discourse. And here, it should not be 
forgotten, how animating and beneficial 
have been the effects of that association, 
however imperfect, which has resulted 
from the establishment of the Unitarian 
Fund. It is not too much to say, that in 
circumstances like those above referred 
to, something of despondency must have 
paralyzed the insulated efforts of the 
most zealous and enlightened friends of 
truth; but by means of the occasional 
visits of missionaries, and the opportu- 
uities of contact and extended sympa- 
thy which the anniversary meetings sup- 
ply, the smallest country societies are 
upheld and bound together, however dis- 
couraging their local circumstances may 
be. The deceased had ultimately the 
gratification to see his fellow- worshipers 
restored to their accustomed meeting- 
house, and under more promising aus- 
pices than before their expulsion. To 
promote the success of their little insti- 
tutions was the leading gratification of 
his latter years; to hear of their pro- 
ceedings was the most pleasing solace of 
a tedious illness; and almost his last 
thoughts, indistinctly articulated, ap- 
peared to have reference to the proper 
arrangement of a Sunday-school recently 
established amongst them. A few days 
before his death the Lord’s supper was, 
at his request, administered to him and 
several members of the family, by the 
Rev. Mr. Meeke, in attending to whom 
the expiring energies of his nature were 
for the last time exerted. His funeral 
Was numerously attended by his towns- 
men, whose respect was as marked as it 
was merited. ‘The Rev. Mr. Wellbeloved, 
of York, most kindly accepted an invita- 
ton to conduct the services of the chapel 
on the ensuing Sunday morning, and de- 
livered a very acceptable and consolatory 
discourse from 2 Cor. i. 3, 4, to a nume- 
fous auditory, and has since added to the 
cnieation of the deceased's friends by 
Pte them to print a few copies for 
rial po oh as the most grateful memo- 
is solemn occasion. R. 
a 

Apel 20, at Poole, of hydrocephalus, 
only ant ars, WILLIAM OLive Natsu, 
oa bnhavies '§ Mr. Thomas Naish. He 
the Wa ed in the ground belonging to 

nitarian chapel in this town. 


May 8, Mrs. Horsey. wi 
Jo a Were rs. Horsey, wife of the Rev. 
sey, of Northampton. 
: — 
ons uh il, in the twentieth year of his 
» “ter an illness of between three and 
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four months, Joun Harpy, second son 
of Thomas Hardy, Esq., Walworth, This 
excellent young man had made attain- 
ments, both intellectual and moral, which 
seemed to promise a career highly ho- 
nourable to himself and extensively use- 
ful to others. He had strengthened his 
mind by application to the severer sci- 
ences, but his delight was to exercise it, 
and it was exercised successfully, on the 
great truths of divine revelation. He 
was a practical illustration of the con- 
nexion of those simple and rational 
views of scripture doctrine which were 
the object of his firmest faith, with deep 
and fervent piety, with moral purity, and 
with all the best affections and noblest 
charities. He also experienced, to the full- 
est extent, their consolatory power under 
the pressure of disease, and in the agonies 
of death. Although the hope that such 
principles and acquirements would hare 
adorved life is thus prematurely blighted, 
there is yet the soothing conviction that 
they destroyed the sting of death. He 
has fallen asleep in Jesus. May his ex- 
ample influence the young, leading them 
‘* to know the God of their fathers, and 
serve him with a perfect heart and with 
a willing mind,” and strengthen his 
deeply-athicted parents and relatives to 
say, Father, not our will, but thine be 


done! 
F. 
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Lately, the Rev. Pever ELMstiey, the 
celebrated Greck scholar. He was born 
in 1773, and educated first at a school at 
Hampstead and afterwards at Westmin- 
ster. His extraordinary proficiency in 
classical learning caused him to be placed 
in the sixth or highest form at this semi- 
nary; but he was precluded by his age 
from becoming a member of the founda- 
tion. He went, therefore, on his own 
resources, to Oxford, where, without any 
of its rewards or emoluments, he ob- 
tained a reputation for deep and exten- 
sive learning which no under graduate 
had for many years obtained. He took 
orders soon after leaving the University, 
and proceeding M. A. in 1797, was pre- 
sented, in 1798, by W. J. H. Blair, Esq., 
to little Horkesley, a small chapelry in 
Essex, which he retained to his death ; 
but the whole emoluments of which, 
after ceasing to reside there, he bestow- 
ed on his curate. He never held any 
other preferment in the church. By the 
death of his uncle, Mr. Peter Elmsley, 
the well-known bookseller, he shortly 
after inherited an independent fortuue, 
which left him at liberty to devote his 
mind to those literary researches which 
were its resource and delight, especially 
to Greek philology, which he soon chose 





































































ae 


“ “ a 
a 
Seeeeeeeeee oe ae 


Snetehieaumeeee “ rs 3 














































ee . 





























310 Latelligence.—Somerset and Dorset Unitarian Association. 


as his favourite province. He resided for 
some time at Edinburgh, and became in- 
timately acquainted with the distinguished 
young men who set on foot the Edin- 
burgh Review in 1402. ‘To this publica- 
tion he contributed several articles on 
Greek literature: the Critique on Heyne’s 
Homer in the 4th No, on Schweighauser’s 
Athenaus in the Sth, on Bloomfield’s 
Prometheus in the 35th, and on Porson’s 
Hecuba in the 37th. In the Quarterly 
Review he wrote, among other articles, 
that on Markland’s Supplices. The only 
instance (it is believed) of his taking 
up his pen for a political purpose, was 
in a Critique on Lord Clarendon’s Reli- 
gion and Policy in the 38th Number of 
the Edinburgh Review. His more osten- 
sible contributions to classical literature 
are well known: an edition of the Achar- 
nanes in 1809; of the Cedipus Tyrannus 
in 1811; of the Heraclide in 1815; of 
the Medea in 1818; of the Bacche in 
1821; and lastly, of the Edipus Colo- 
neus in 1823. For the sake of collating 
MSS. he visited France and Italy several 
times, aud spent the entire winter of 
1818, in the Laurentian Library of Flo- 
rence. [In 1819 he accepted of a sort of 
commission from our government jointly 
with Sir Hamphrey Davy, to superintend 
the developement of the papyri found at 
Hereulancom., The experiment, as is 
well known, proved abortive, and Mr. 
Emisley returned to England in 1820, 
his constitution impaired by a fever with 
which he was seized at Turin. Hence- 
forward he lived principally at Oxford : 
he took the degree of D. D., became 


a 
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Principal of Alban Hall and Caméey 
Professor of History in 1823, and ms 
justly expected to succeed on the per 
vacancy of a canonry of Christ Chore. 
His astonishing comprehensiveness anf 
exactitude of learning was united ty 
sound and clear judgment and an habital 
impartiality. Averse to all that wore th 
appearance of passion, or even of x 
much zeal as men of less phiegmatic 
temperaments cannot but mingle with 
their opinions, he was generally inclined 
to a middle course in speculation as well 
as practice, and looked with philosophic 
tranquillity on the contending factions, 
religioys or political, whom history dis- 
played to him, or whom he witnessed in 
his own age. If he spoke with asperity 
or marked contempt of any, it was of 
hotheaded and bigoted partisans, whow 
presumptuous ignorance is so often wi- 
ted with disingenuous sophistry. These 
were frequently the objects of a vein of 
pleasantry, wherein he particularly ex- 
celled. In the quick perception of the 
ludicrous, and in fondness for comedies 
and other light reading, as well as in his 
erudition and sagacity, he bore a resem- 
blance to Porson. His life was uniformly 
regular, and his conversation, though 
free from solemnity, was strictly correct, 
His last months called forth the qualities 
which support and dignity the hours of 
sorrow and suffering: a steady fortitude 
that uttered no complaint and betrayed 
no infirmity ; with a calm and pious re 
signation, in that spirit of Christian phi 
losophy he had always cultivated, to the 
pleasure of his Creator. (Gent. Mag) 
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Somerset and Dorset ‘nitarian 
Association. 


Tue half-yearly Meeting of this Asso- 
ciation, was held at Honiton on Thurs- 
day, April Lith, 1825. ‘The chapel of the 
Rev. Mr. Hughes was opened for divine 
service twice in the day. In the morning 
the Revds. Acton and Wright performed 
the devotional parts, and Dr. Davies 
preached a very interesting discourse 
from Joba xvii, 3. Its defence of Unita. 
rian principles, and its tral Christian 
spirit, gratified all who beard it. In the 
evening the Rev. Mr. Smethurst intro- 
duced the service, and the Rev. H. Clarke 
of Frenchay, cave a sermon in his usual 
extemporancous manner, which possessed 


The business of the day was more 
than usually interesting. Several met- 
bers of the Society, and the committee 
in particular, have been anxious ex 
tend its usefulness by the introduction 
inissionary preaching; and an @ 
was circulated in the month of March 
with a view of obtaining the & 
assistance of the Society to the measure, 
[See Christian Reformer for aque 
107.) A copy of the report &c., may 
be uninteresting. 


Report. 


The business of this Committee bas, 
in former years, been of @ nature 
did not require the presentation © 
formal report of their proceeding 
change in this respect renders It vel ® 
that, in resigning the power ent of 
them, they should advert to the 
their transactions during the pa* 

The circulation of cheap © 
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been continued; and the Committee in 
making a recent distribution, have been 
induced to recommeud a change in the 
wode. It appears to them expedient to 
allot to every subscriber, one copy of 
each tract which the Society may publish 
vr circulate; and to place the remainder 
at the disposal of the minister of each 
congregation, or of a Committee, with an 
onderstanding that subscribers who can 
distribate the tracts advantageously, will 
reuder material service to the Association 
by applying for them, and employing 
them in this way. 

The printed circular drawn up by the 
Secretary at the suggestion of the Rev. S, 
Faweett, aud sanctioned by the Com- 
miter, has no doubt made it known 
throughout the district, that a plan is iu 
contemplation for promoting the objects 
of the Association, by the employment of 
a supernumerary or Missionary Preacher. 

The Committee are enabled to report 
that, since the above-mentioned circular 
was printed, a liberal subscription has 
been entered into at Bridport, and at 
Taunton, for providing pecuniary means to 
accomplish the plan ; and they confidently 
hope that the ministers of Unitarian 
Societies, in the other places immediately 
concerned, will express their concurrence 
by such additional subscriptions, as will 
render the execution of the scheme easily 
practieable, Encouraged by promises of 
support already received, and desirous 
that there should be no unnecessary delay, 
the Committee have been employed in 
obtaining information as to the practica- 
bility of engaging suitable agency for car- 
rying the intended plan into effect. ‘They 
have had some correspondence with the 
(iloucester, Wilts, and Somerset Unita- 
ran Missionary Society (at whose late 
meeting the secretary attended). The 
— of that Society are very desirous 
pe ope union and co-operation ; 

il readily concur in a plan for the 
exchange of Missionary Preachers, which 
eXchange “yy ensure to the Somerset 

ssociation the services of 
ha Clarke. Your committee have 
vise ascertained, that the Society may 

a ey agua in the ap- 

mmer, the assistance of Mr. 
Howarth, So gp Age ac at Manchester 

, » Of whose qualifications 

very favourable accounts ve been, from 
quarters, received. 

ow ys > eng retire from the 
: . 0 them, without expres- 
“ng their satisfaction at the ven 
Prospects which are opening to th 
Society; and the dev — : 
of out hope that the 
biessing heaven will prosper its endea- 

‘ourt to advance the cause 
of pure and 

Christianity in the world. 
Messrs Wy; 

ght, H. Howse, aud E. 
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Nias, having attended this Meeting as a 
deputation from the Somerset, Gloa- 
cester, and Wilts Association, and stated 
the desire of that Association to co-ope- 
rate with this Society, 

Resolved, That this Meeting duly ap- 
preciate the expression of friendly regard 
offered by the Somerset, Gloucester, and 
Wilts Unitarian Missionary Association ; 
and will be eager to concur with its 
members in promoting the common cause, 
by the exchange of Missionary Preachers, 
the joint publication of tracts, and any 
other advisable mode of co-operation. 

Resolved, ‘That this Society are desi- 
rous of uniting, in a similar way, with the 
Devon and Cornwall Unitarian Mission- 
ary Society. 

Resolved, That it appears to this 
Meeting desirable for the Association to 
connect itself with the London Unitarian 
Fund. 

More than forty friends of the Society, 
among whom were several ladies, dined 
together between the services. In the 
course of the afternoon, the Meeting was 
addressed by Messrs Acton, Maurice, 
Smethurst, Wawne, Wright, and others ; 
and the sentiments which the occasion 
called forth were highly honourable to 
the speakers, and to the cause they ad- 
vocated. Several allusions were made to 
the morning's discourse; its spirit was 
commended and enforced. Charity in- 
deed, seemed to pervade all hearts. To 
an ardent desire for the diffusion of 
Christianity in its purest and most unex 
ceptionable form, was united a love for 
all the brethren who profess that holy 
religion. ‘Those who were present will 
not readily lose the impressions they 
received—impressions of — philanthropy 
which nor time nor circumstance should 
ever efface. 

E. W. 
——— 


Somersetshire, Gloucestershire, and 
Wiltshire Missionary Association. 


(Established at Bath, Sept. 8, 1824.) 


Ir has often, and with much truth, 
been observed, that though Unitarian 
Christianity is making rapid progress in 
various parts of this kingdom, yet there 
are many districts wherein it is but little 
known, and others, where, although there 
are a few Unitarian congregations, little 
or no effort is made to increase them, or 
to extend the beneficial influences of the 
doctrines they profess to places where 
they are scarcely known, These obser- 
veaiies are particularly applicable to the 
counties of Somerset, Gloucester, and 
Wilts. Influenced by this state of things, 
some res ble individuals, seriously 
concerned for the wider diffusion of Uni- 
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tarianism, having formed a society for 
that purpose, have agreed to the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

1. That this Society be called, “ The 
Somersetshire, Gloucestershire, and Wilt- 
shire Unitarian Missionary Association.”’ 

2. That its object be the preaching 
and otherwise promoting Unitarian Chris- 
tianity in places where it is not at pre- 
sent known, and reviving the cause where 
it is on the decline 

3. That it be supported by subscrip- 
tions of four shillings and upwards per 
annum, and donations to any amount, 

4. ‘That any congregation or fellowship 
fund subscribing to this Society not less 
than ope guinea annually, shall be enti- 
tled to vote by a representative on all 
questions at general meetings. 

5. That a Committee (three of whom 
to be competent to act) shall be annually 
elected, with power to add to their num- 
ber, whe shall appoint their own times 
of meeting, and on special occasions be 
summoned by the Secretary. 

6. That a Treasurer and Secretary be 
annually elected, who, with all the mi- 
nisters of Unitarian congregations in the 
district, shall be, er officio, members of 
the Committee. 

7. That Sub-treasurers be appointed in 
each congregation to receive the various 
contributions, either weekly, monthly, 
quarterly, half-yearly, or annually ; and 
that the assistance of the ladies in each 
society be respectfully solicited in this 
laudable work. 

8. That Half-Yearly Meetings of the 
members and friends of this Association be 
held cither at Bath, Bristol, Trowbridge, 
Warminster, or elsewhere within the 
above-named counties, the time and place 
to be fixed by the Committee, and due 
notice of the same to be given in the 
Monthly Repository, Christian Reformer, 
and Christian Reflector, 

¥. That at one of the General Meet- 
wes in each year, the Treasurer do pro. 
duce an account of receipts and disburse- 
ments, and the Secretary a report of the 
transactions of the past year. 

10. That it be particularly recom- 
mended to the Committee to request the 
assistance of Tract Societies in granting 
denations or cheap supplies of their pub- 


heations calculated to diffuse | uitarian 
Christianity 


il. ‘That, in consequence of losses of 
property sustained by different Societies, 
the Commitice do take into considera- 
tion whether some plan might 


devised 


other instraments left to congregations 


not be 
for registering trust-deeds, or 
in this district, and to confer, as occa- 
“ton May require, with the Association 
formed for that purpose in Londou. 

12. That Mr. Nias be the Mreasurer, 


Tutellig« nce.— Bolton Annive rsary. 


and Mr. H. E. Howse, Jun. the See. 
tary for the ensuing year. 

13. That any sums contributed to thi 
Association for any particular specified 
object shall be sacred!ly appropriated 4 
that and no other purpose. 

N. B. This last resolution was added 
at the first Half-Yearly Meeting, held a 
Bradford, on Friday the Ist of April. 


—— 


Bolton Anniversary. 


Tur Third Auniversarv of the Con- 
gregation assembling in the Unitaria 
Meeting- house, Moor Lane, Bolton, wa 
held on Sunday and Monday, April 3nd 
and 4th. The morning service on Sup- 
day was opened by the Rev, W. Shepherd, 
of Gateacre, and the Rev. R. Cree, of 
Preston, delivered an admirable sermo 
on the Evidences of the Resurrection o 
Jesus, from Luke xxiv. 48, The atter- 
noon worship was conducted by Mr 
Cree, and Mr. Shepherd preached on th 
principles of Dissent and Christian Li- 
berty, Matt. xv. 9. Mr. Harris intro- 
duced the service in the evening, and Mr 
Cree gave a masterly delineation of the 
spirit and tendency of orthodoxy, 2 
Thess, ii. 4. On the Monday evening 
the Rev. W. J. Bakewell, of Chester, i 
troduced the service, and Mr. Harris 
preached from 1 Pet. iv. 14-16, shew- 
ing that all suffering was tor mans It 
provement and happiness. The collec- 
tions, which were towards defraying the 
expense incurred in erecting the school. 
rooms and vestries, amounted to £32. 

On Monday about two hundred pe 
sons, of both sexes, sat down toa cold 
dinner, in Mr. Watson's Cloth-hall, the 
Rev. George Harris presided, and Mr. 
Salter was vice-president ; on the right 
and left of the president were the er. 
W. Shepherd, Rev. Robert Cree, the Rev. 
W. Bakewell, and A. Crompton, Esq., ° 
Lancaster. 

As soon as the company were seated at 
the table, Mr. Harris delivered — 
prayer; and a hymn was sung after ¢ 
cloth was removed. , 

Then followed various sentiments - 
speeches, after which another hyma e- 
sung; and the Lord's prayer, and a 
nediction being pronounced by the a 
sident, the meeting broke Up at BN 
o'clock. 7 

On Tuesday, the children educated 4 
the Sunday-schools belonging to the +" 
ing-house, and their teachers, re sal 
tertained at dinner in the Oe 
rather more than two handre ade 
present. After dinner, a hyme Har: 
sung, they were addressed by Mr- ” 
ris, Mr. Bakewell, and Mr. Roow' 
and were dismissed about three 0% 
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Kentish Unitarian Baptist Association. 


Tur Annual Association of the Kent 
'yitarian General Baptists was held at 
Cranbrook, Tuesday, 3d of May, on 
which oceasion a very excellent sermon 
was preached by Mr. R. Ashdowne, of 
Canterbury, from John xv. 17. After 
the conclusion of the religious service 
the business of the Association was pro- 
ceeded in till two o'clock, when friends 
to the number of about sixty, including 
females, retired to an inn, and partook 
uf acomfortable dinner. They then re- 
turned to the chapel and transacted busi- 
ness till fre, when nearly 150 persons 
sat down to tea. ‘The business was then 
once more resumed, and at half-past six 
the whole was concluded by solemn 
payer and thanksgiving. Soon after 
eight o'clock, the friends, without dis- 
action, reassembled at the inn and took 
supper together, and after the cloth was 
removed the following subject was pro- 
posed for discussion, viz. What En- 
couragement to Perseverance has the 
Advocate of Pure Christianity ?—which 
elicited a number of useful and ani- 
mating remarks. Thus did our meeting 
conclude, as it had commenced, in peace, 
in harmony, and in love. 

M. H. 
Pe 


General Baptist Assembly. 


Tae Anniversary Meeting of the Uni- 
arian Baptists was holden on ‘Tuesday, 
May 24th, at the chapel in Worship 
Mreet, London. The Kev. Dr. Evans, 
of Islington, and the Rev. W. Chinnock, 
of Billingshurst, conducted the devotional 
‘ervices ; and a sermon, on | Jobn vy. 12, 
He that hath the Son, hath life, &c., cha- 
racterized by good sense and deep but 
rational piety, was delivered by Mr. 'T. 
Moore, of Godalming, Surrey. 

At the Meeting for business the Chair 
was filled by Mr. S, Love, ‘of Filston 
ren near Sevenoaks. ‘Yhe letter from 
; church at Bessel’s Green, of which the 
hairman has long been one of its most va- 
the members, gave a gratifying account 

— = Mr. Briggs’s labours in 

in¢ religious worship at Chip- 

Stead, in Kent; that from ven, atti 
a ay or yeoman yy the libe- 

- > it had received, its pecu- 
mary burden having been iol re- 
> The church at Dover anticipates 
ond toa liquidation of its debt also— 
ene these churches have had an in- 

of baptized members during the 


Pat Year, ‘The letters from several 
VOL. xx. Qs 
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other churches described their state as 
being similar to what it was at the last 
anniversary; others, that their cause had 
retrograded.—The Rev. G. Duplock, atter 
a two years’ residence at Ditchling, has 
embraced the opinion held by bis charch 
on the subject of Baptism. <A well-de- 
served tribute of respect was paid to the 
members for having acted consistently as 
Protestant Dissenters towards their mi- 
nister, and to him for his integrity in 

avowing his change of sentiment, the re- 
sult of careful examination. Among 

other resolutions, the following were 

unanimously adopted by the Meeting :— 

** Resolved, that this Assembly has learn- 

ed with great pleasure that the debt on 

the Chapel at Cranbrook has been liqui- 

dated, and cordially unites in expressing 

its sense of the liberality of those Friends 

and Churches by whom the required sum 

has been contributed, and especially of 

those whose views on the subject of bap- 

tism are at variance with our own.”’ 

** Resolved, that this Assembly is deep- 
ly impressed with a sense of gratitude 
to the Senior Divinity Students of Man- 
chester College, York, for their past and 
continued ministerial services afforded 
at the chapel of our Baptist brethren in 
that city,—for their zeal in collecting 
subscriptions to defray the expense of 
erecting the chapel at Welburn, and for 
their candidly and cordially uniting with 
our brother A/ason in maintaining divine 
worship in that place: and, that the 
Secretary communicate to those Gentle- 
men our sincere thanks—which they are 
respectfully solicited to accept.” 

‘The Ministers and their Friends atter- 
wards dined together at the White Hart 
Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, Mr. Baton in 
the Chair, and the evening was spent in 
great harmony. 

a 


Ditchling Annual Meeting. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Charch of 
General Baptists at Ditchling, was holden 
on Sunday, May 15th, on which occasion 
the Rev. W. Chinnock, of Billingshurst, 
preached both morning aud afternoon to 
very full audiences, 

Previous to the morning service the 
rite of baptism was pertormed ; and after 
the afternoon service, the Lord's Supper 
was commemorated, ‘Tea was alter- 
wards provided in the Mecting-House, of 
which about one hundred aud sixty per- 
sons partook. An address was delivered 
after tea, aud the company separated at 
six o'clock, ‘The whole day passed off 
with much cheerfulness, and afforded 
ample evidence of the happy and useful 
tendency of meetings of this description, 
It is impossible to witness, On an voca- 
sion like this, the open-hearted greetings 
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‘14 Intelligence —British and Foreign Unitarian Association. 
if friends who have been lone separate d tion for the Protection of Civil Rights 
by distance of residence, without expe- at the Annual Meeting on Thursday, 3 
riencing a renewal of some of the best 26th inst., turned chiefly on the Mg 
eelings of which the heart is susce ptible, Bill which has passed through the Hy 
1). of Commons, and is now wait 
second reading in the House of | 
Happy indeed shall we be to inform 
rian Fund and Association, readers in the next Number that the RB 
. has passed into a law; but if we are aga 
\nniversary of the disappointed, we shall not abandon hop 
un Fund was held on Wednesday, — of ultimate success. 
25th inst., at the Finsbury Chapel 
Phe devotional services were conducted 
by the Rev. W. Chinnock, of Billings- Subscriptions for the Spread of Uni. 
hurst, and the sermon was preached by tarianism in hrdia. 
the Rev. C Berry, of Leicester. The SIR, 
preacher, from Acts xx. 20, suggested I nave the gratification of announcing 
some considerations in recommendation to the readers of the Monthly Re posttory 
of Christian zeal, which, from the truly” that the statement recently circulated 
Christian simplicity and fervour of the (chiefly amongst the ministers of ot 
discourse, could uot fail of impressing denomination) of the necessity of con- 
every hearer. After the religiors service, tributing to the support of the Rev. W 
J.T. Rutt, Esq., was called to the Chair, Adam, if his services as an Unitaria 
ind the business of the Society was trans- Missionary at Calcutta were to be retain. 
wted. The Committee's Report, read by ed, has called forth the most prompt, 
the Rev. W. J. Fox, the Secretary, was general, and encouraging assurances | 
inusually interesting, especially that part support. 
ft it which related to Christianity in In- There is no longer any doubt about 
dia It appears that ve ry liberal sub- Mr. Adam’s being enabled to re main at 
ccriptions nave been made towards the — his important station; and | confidently 
support of the Rev. W. Adam as an Uni hope that such arrangements will, through 
tartan Missionaty at Calcutta, as wellas the zeal and liberality of the U uitarive 
towards the erection of an Unitarian public, be found practicable, as will place 
Chapel in that citv. ‘The Society ex- the Unitarian cause in British India ona 
pressed a strong desire to forward both — firm and lasting basis. 


these objects; and as our American bre- By letter or personal communicatior 


ealous in their pre. LT have been favoured with intimation 
be ne doubt of their annual assistance towards this great ¢- 


| h lists ors bys¢ ribe rs, it ct besides those trom individuals, ‘ 
i 


mary and the Chapel, liberal donations from the York studen 
published We hear and others, which will be hereafter 
tor the former nounced) from the ministers, or ° 
cecu transmitted authorized persons, counected Wi 
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lsat Liverpool.) following congregations : Severalott 


din the next in London and its neighbourhood, P 
ion took place mouth, Lynn, Norwich, Exeter, 
Mm \ssociation hampton, Bridport, Srockton, She 
md the meet- Manchester, Moseley Street ( 
ay at the Street.) Kendal, Yarmouth, Kicderm 
it inte conside- ste r, Halifax, Bradford, York, VV aken ey 
wty was form- Todmorden, Brighton, Leeds, Evesh®® 
will be found Neweastle, Derby, Chichester, Yeoul', 
' sent Number, Bristol, and indirectly from Chesteries 
nd the Unitarian Fund and the Unita and Birmingham (New Meeting - 
Nae lMation for the Protection of Althouch some of these letters contal 
Ri hts were formally united with definite statements of the support W" 
Wedneat . fr | Zz a eae On the society, yet as others consist 0 
—— a a oO w Unitarian of collections, A&Ac., which it ts 
whe rat the London Ta- speedily to make, or report subsery 
a | 400, Wa. Sti Which are yet in progress; 4 das! 
noel ' halt Many in communications arrive daily, am 
Chair 4 . pans oy postpone till next mouth any more 
auc comers, Which ticular acknowledgment t? my ©" 


“ue reeret 7 , . _— iC 
, wave ho means of re. pondents. It will then be pract™ 
ee 44, 
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of what I cannot but regal 












Jutelligence. 


decisive and splendid demonstration of 
eal which has yet occurred in the history 
of Unitarianism. , ; 
it is also proper for me to mention, 
chat several of the letters contain impor- 
taut observations on the tuture condact ot 
the mission, which I shall take care to 
bring under the cousideration of the 
Committee. | 
W. J. FOX. 


Dalston, May 27, 1420. 


PS. It will be convenient for all the 
remittances to be made to the Deputy 
rreasurer of the British and Foreign 
Vnitarian Association, Thomas Hornby 
Esq. 31 St. Swithia’s Lane, Lombard 
Street. The Annual Subscciptions should 
be reckoned as for the curzent year. 
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Testimony of Christian Respect to 
Rev. B. Mardon, A, M., by the 
Unitarians of Paisley. 

Tae above gentleman being about to 
leave Scotland, his friends in’ Paisiey 
considered it indispensable, that, previous 
to his departure, some expression of pub- 
lie esteem and regard should be given 
him by the congregation. He has been 
upwards of nine years minister of the 
Unitarian congregation in Glasgow, du- 
ring which period, he has kept up a 
regular monthly sermon in Paisley on 
the second Sunday of every mouth. 
They therefore, on Weduesday, May 4th, 
presented him Schleusner’s Lexicon, (re- 
cently published in this country in three 
volumes,) elegantly bound, with the fol- 
owing inscription inside of the cover of 
cach volume : 


Presented 
The 
Rev, BeNsamin Marpon, A. M., 
By the 
Unitariaus of Paisley, 
As a Testimony 
of 
Gratitude and Esteem, 
: For his 
Zealous and Gratuitous 
Labours there, 
While stationed 
in 
Scotland, 
Pukei Congregation assembled at eight 
ah oc an, tt Mr, Mardon consti- 
— Meeting by a suitable and im- 
edie es: Mr. Robert Boag, Our 
Hecomarbed, thar ten ~~ ae 
Wenty eats sit eu ' ahd ny > 
etabilk since the Society was first 
wae + and though begun in much 
soess, yet that Providence had raised 
 Wstruments both within and without 
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to set their shoulders to work, and thus 
public worship and instruction have been 
regularly maintained, so that we may say, 
** Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”’ 
He then alluded to those whom the 
Unitarian Fuud enabled to visit us from 
the south, one of whom be said, though 
dead, still speaketh; our worthy friend 
Mr. Wright, was particularly and erate- 
fully remembered; nor was the worthy 
aud Jearnved predecessor of Mr. Mardon 
forgotten (the Rev. James Yates, now of 
Birmingham). tle then adveried to the 
reguiar and interesting services of Mr. 
Mardon, which had called torth the pre. 
sent spontaneous expression of our grati- 
tude and esteem. And in presenting 
him with the book, hoped, that while 
it would recall to his recollection the 
gratitude of the people of Paisley, it 
would be equally instrumental in enabling 
him to illustrate and detend those im- 
portant truths which were at once the 
means of our connexion, and so essential 
to the grand designs of the gospel—the 
eXtirpation of persecution, bigotry, su- 
perstition, aud vice, and the promotion 
of the virtue and happiness of the whole 
human family. 

Mr. Marden then rose, and thanked 
the Meeting at considerable length. He 
expressed himself as not having bad the 
slightest expectation of such a mark of 
friendship and regard. And though he 
was by no means inseusible to the appro- 
bation of his friends and brethren, he 
was well aware that a Christiau minister 
should, and he hoped Ae always would, be 
actuated by higher motives, He referred 
to the pleasure which he had ever 
experienced jin his visits to Paisley, 
and the Christian spirit with which he 
was always received; and he considered, 
that had he done any less in the situation 
which he held, than he had done, he 
could not have satistied bis own mind, 
or justified himself. He hoped he would 
continue to merit our good opinion, by 
steadily and perseveringly continuing 
those studies and efforts which the pre- 
sent gift was so well calculated to assist 
him in. In concluding, he wished us 
every prosperity, and hoped, that though 
he could never expect to meet us ail 
again in this world, that he would meet 
us in another, and a better, where ont 
faculties would be expanded, and our 
intellectual pleasure and jinprovement 
continue throughout the never endir 
‘ ternit Nr. boas concluded 
‘adjourned 
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next; and has accepted the unanimous 
iwvitation of the Unitarian Christians of 
Glasgow, to undertake the pastoral charge 
of the congregation in that city. 

Mr. Bearp, of the College, York, is 
chosen minister of the new congregation 
meeting in the Greengate Chapel, Salford, 
near Manchester. 

a 
NOTICES. 

The Anniversary of the Kent and 
Sussex Unitarian Christian Association 
will take place at Chatham, on Wed- 
nesday, June 29th. The Rev. B. Mardon, 
late of Glasgow, is expected to preach on 
the occasion. 

—_—— 
Eastern Unitarian Society. 


Tur Yearly Meeting of the Eastern 
Unitarian Society will be held at Fram- 
lingham, in Suffolk, on Wednesday and 
‘Thursday, the 13th and 4th of July. 
Mr. Bowles is expected to preach on the 
Wednesday evening, and Mr. Tagart on 
the Thursday morning. 

EDWARD ‘TAYLOR, Secretary. 
—— 
Resolations of Dissenting Bodies with 
regard to the Catholic Bill. 


DissRNTING MINISTERS. 

Library, Red-Cross Street, May. 3, 
1825. At an adjourned Meeting of the 
General Body of Protestant Dissenting 
Ministers of the Three Denominations, 
resident in and about London an@ West- 
minster, the Rev, Joan Pye Saira, D.D. 
in the Chair,— 

It was resolved, That as a Body, we 
wholly disclaim every sentiment of reli- 
vious intolerance towards our fellow- 
subjects of the Roman Catholic persua- 
sion; and express our carnest hope that 
the Legislature will, at length, deem it 
proper te take measures for the relief of 
ull classes of His Majesty's subjects, who 
may lie under penalties and disabilities 
for conscience’ sake, 

DeruTirea. 

\t aspecial general Mecting of the De- 
puties from the several congregations of 
Protestant Dissenters of the Three Deno- 
minations, Presbyterian, Independent and 


Haptist, in and within twelve miles of 


London, appointed to protect their civil 
rights, held at the King’s-Head Tavera, 
in the Poultry, London, on Friday, the 
auth day of April, 1825, Wituiasw SMiru 
Eso. M.P., in the Chair,— , 
Re SOLVED, 

Phat this Deputation js 


anxious to 
(isavew any Concurrence in 
, 


OF approval 


nted to Par. 
Plrperting to be from Protes<- 


Vi ans ‘ 
1 Mters), mm imvference to the 


of, the Petitions lately prese 
hament 
tant 


claims of the Roman Catholics for nie 
from the operation of existing laws; aoe 
that it will continue at all seasonal 
opportunities, to urge upon the Legis. 
ture (as it has hitherto done), the impo. 
licy and injustice oft every sort of penalty 
or disability, civil or political, for coo 
science’ sake. 

That the above Resolution be signe 
by the Chairman, and inserted twice jy 
the Morning Chronicle, Times, Morning 
Post, Globe, and Courier Newspapers, 
and the different periodical religious pub- 
lications. 

(Signed,) W. SMITH, 
Chairman. 
RESOLVED, 

That the thanks of this Meeting kk 
given to the Chairman for his able coo- 
duct in the Chair this day. 


PROTESTANT SOCIETY, 

At a Monthly Meeting of the Com- 
mittee of “ The Protestant Society for 
the Protection of Religious Liberty,” held 
April 25, 1825, Rosert Steven, Esq, 
in the Chair,— 

It was unanimously resolved—l. That 
THIs CoMMITTEE perceive with regret, 
that the presentation of about fwenty- 
five Petitions from persons calling thew- 
selves “ Protestant Dissenters,” against 
‘Tue Bitr depending in Parliament “ for 
the removal of the disqualitications under 
which Roman Catholics now labour,’ 
has involved the THOUSANDS of Congre- 
gations of Protestant Dissenters in Eo- 
gland and Wales, in the impatation of 
indifference or hostility to those grem 
principles of Religious Freedom, for which 
their forefathers contended, and to whieh 
they continue ever attached. 

ll. ‘That Tur Society, by whom this 
Committee are appointed, and which ™ 
cludes enlightened ang liberal Members 
of the Established Church, and sever! 
hundred Congregatians of Protestas! 
Dissenters of all denominations in Eo- 
gland and Wales, have repeatedly d - 
their belief, ‘* that the right to Religious 
Liberty is a universal, paramount, — 
able right—that religious opinions =e 
not alone quality or disqualify for Pubix 
Offices—that ail restraints on their © 
pression by penalties or exclusions, 
acts of oppression and of wrong—that | “ 
connexion of privileges and emolumed! 
with particular opinions may create hyp 
crites or martyrs—but that the wer 
stricted allowance of all religious prep 
and diversities of worship, is essential 
the rights of conscience, favourable to ee 
promotion of piety, and propitious ed - 
harmony and improvement of mank a 

Hf. "That Tuts ComMirrer cam per 
be unmindful of the needless, OPP ¢ 
degrading, and unjast restrictions impos 











by “ THe TEST AND CorPeRATION ACTS” 
on Protestant Dissenters, nor cease to 
desire their repeal :—Bat, being conviuced 
that the concessions proposed to be made, 
by the depending Bill, will not give to 
the Roman Catholics in England or Ire- 
land any political advantage over Protes- 
tant Dissenters in those countries, ‘THEY 
will not, as Protestant Dissenters, inter- 
fere in any manner that may prejudice or 
prejadge the Bill, but will leave the mea- 
sure to the Wisdom and Justice of Par- 
liament, on which—with coufidence— 
The CommitTee rely. 
THOMAS PELLATT, 


JOHN WILKS, { Secretaries. 


British AND FOREIGN UNITARIAN 
ASSOCIATION, 

At aGeneral Meeting of the British 
and Foreign Unitarian Association, held 
at the London Tavern, May 26th, 1825, 
Tuomas Ginson, Eso, in the Chair,— 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

That the Members of this Society ea- 
eerly avail themselves of the earliest op- 
portunity afforded to them of conveying, 
on the part of the Unitarian Dissenters 
of England, te their fellow-christians of 
the Roman Catholic persuasion, their 
thorough disavowal and disapprobation 
of the Petitions lately presented by per- 
sons calling themselves Protestant Dis- 
senters, against the repeal of those into- 
lerant laws which disgrace their country’s 
bame—their sorrow at such a stigma 
having 10 any extent been attached to a 
body of which they have been proud to 
form a part—their sympathy and cordial 
mood wishes in favour of every effort to 
break the chains imposed by interested 
or short-sighted policy upon the sacred 
Rights of Conscience—and their unshaken 
determination on all occasions to vindi- 
cate for others that freedom which they 

to be their own inalienable right, 
and to uphold and maintain the impolicy, 
'nustice, ang oppression of every sort of 
lity or exclusion on account of dif- 

Sm matters of religion. 

That this Resolution be communicated 
a for perf of the late Association 
Oxthahe 2° and to the Secretaries of the 

Associations of England. 
2 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Libel on Mr. and Mrs. Cooper. 


On Sunday, May ist, a gross and scan- 
a libel on Mr. and Mrs. Coorer 
ally the John Bull and the 
rraid, two newspapers in the 
een of the West iota The morn- 
his follow ing, Mr. C., with the advice of 
and es » Commenced Jegal proceedings ; 
made ‘ge a arrangements could be 
or the purpose, Mr, Brougham 
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was instructed to move, in the Court of 
King’s Bench, for a Criminal Information 
against both the papers. A Rule, Nisi, 
was obtained, which so much alarmed 
the defendants that they immediately 
made overtures of reparation and apo- 
logy. This gave a new turn to the af- 
fair: the prosecutors, having nothing ia 
view but the vindication of their charac- 
ters, willingly adopted a merciful course, 
which induced the Johu Bull, of May 
1dth, to publish the following statement : 

“* A fortnight since, we published, as 
an extract from the Jamaica Gazelle, an 
aflidavit made by a person of the name 
of Arkinstall, reflecting in severe terms 
on the conduct of Mr, and Mrs. Cooper, 
while ou Georgia Estate, in the island of 
Jamaica. Mr. and Mrs. Cooper have 
made affidavits within the last few days, 
contradicting Mr. Arkinstall’s affidavit; 
and we have no hesitation in expressing 
our belief that the statements in it are 
false and calumnious, and our regret in 
having given them a place in the columns 
of this paper.”’ 

On the same day, the Sunday Herald 
apologized in the following terms : 

‘* We are sorry to have been instru- 
mental in propagating a statement highly 
injurious to Mr. and Mrs, Cooper, by 
copying into our paper, a fortnight ago, 
the affidavit of Mr, Arkinstall, taken from 
a Jamaica paper. Mr. and Mrs, Cooper 
have since fally met by their own atli- 
davits the statements contained iu Mr, 
A.’s affidavit, aud we cau have no hesi- 
tation in expressing our belief that such 
statements are false and calumnious, and 
iu avowing our regret that our columus 
should have been any way instrumental 
in extending the circulation of the ca- 
lumny.”” 

Monday, the 16th, both offenders re- 
peated their apology in the Court of 
King’s Bench by Counsel, a report of 
which appeared in most of the daily pa- 
pers: we insert that which was given in 
the Morning Chronicle : 

The Kine v. The Sunspay Herato.— 
Mr. BrouGuam had on a former day ob- 
tained a rule against this Newspaper, for 
publishing a libel against Mr. and Mrs. 
Cooper, reflecting upon the characters ot 
the applicants. Mr. GURNEY DOW ap- 
peared on behalf of the Paper, and sug- 
gested that an ample apology had been 
made by the defendants before this appli- 
cation was made. ‘The paragraph com- 
plained of had been copied from a Ja- 
maica newspaper, under a supposition 
that the watter therein contained was 
true. Being now satisficd of its false- 
hood, the defendants expressed their deep 
regret that they had been made the in- 
struments of circulating matter s0 slan- 
derous of the characters of Mr, and Mrs. 
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Cooper. Upon payment of costs, the 
Learned Counsel trusted the Court would 
discharge the rule. 

Mr. Brovcuam for the 
idmitted, that after the ample and ham- 
made, he was instructed not 
but he hoped 


; -_ a 
iid take warning 


prosecutors 


b c ape! 


Ion | 


Ww applicat 


not to repeat Si 


wider of this deseri thon, 


of 
ing its foundation beforehand. 

The Cover under these circumstarces, 
discharged the Rule, apon the defend- 
auts undertaking to pay the costs of the 


without taking the trouble ascertain- 


application, 

The Kine v. The Joun Boit—Mr,. 
\potructs appeared on behalf of this 
paper, the publishers of which had inad- 
the 
detendants 


Without comment 
tter. ‘The 
had since made an ample apology, and 
had corrected in their paper the 
into which they had fallen Under these 
circumstances he trusted the Rule would 
be discharged on payvinent of the costs, 
Mr. BeovuGuam, behalf of Mr, 
and Mrs, Cooper, expressed himself con- 
tent with the apology made, and would 
therefore the motion the 


trims proposed — Rule discharged on pay- 


vertently copicd 
same libellous m 


crrel 


ou 


withdraw on 
mcnt of costs, 

ae 
{, lasgow Call # 


» 00h April, 1825, 


\onu 


made in 


Distribution of 


Common Hall, 
: | 


day th 


was 


litis 


ri cs 
by the 


Principal and PP revte ssa. Ss 


, 


presence Of & humerous meeting 
and of 
spect ible wentlems: 


hbourhood 


! niversity, 


the names of 


Vrizes wer lr. Coulter's 
Donation, for the | tion of the 
Vhiae to Henry Green, A. M., 


Kent In the Natural Philosophy Class, 


ponh at i ti, 


for propriety of conduct, exemplary dili- 
» and eminent William 
M. James, A. VM - In 


the Ethic rior merit in the 


ener alnlity, to 
» Gl 


tor sum 


mmorcanshire 


Class, 


New Puilications. 


Composition of Essays, and for diets 
enished eminence in the Various re ‘ 
and business of the ¢ in the & 
Division, to Weatherly Phipson, Birmis 
ham; in the Junior Division, Firs Pre, 
to William Ainsworth, Preston, La 
For the best Translation of ¢ 
Table of Cebes, to Henry Green, A. ¥ 


In the Class, for gener 


iss, 


shire, 
Kent, Lowic ; ' 
eminence and superiority in the custom. 
ary exercises and 
class during the whole session, to Hear 
M. Bowles, Yarmouth. For the bee 
Analvsis of the Faculty ot [mavinatio 
to William Ainsworth, Lancashire. 
the Private Greek ¢ 
bossay on the object ot the 
Criticism, and how far it may 

to Modern Writers, to Henry 
\. M., Kent. 

The 
during the Session, att 
and private Examinations, admitted 
the Degree of Master in Arts, Wi 
Gaskell, Warrington; Wiliam M. James 
Merthyr ‘Tydvil, Glamorganshire; ane 
Henry Green, Maidstone. 

a? 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Tur Unitarian Marriage Dill has pass- 
ed through the House of Commons, ane 
is now before the House of Lords. Th 
Marquis of Lansdowne has given notice 


eXaminations of t 


niversits 


r the usua 


scnate 


levvitt? 


of is second reading on Thurse 
Zod of June 

The Catholic 
cond reading in thi 
majority of 44, The speech 
Liverpool and the new Bishop of 
Dr. Blomficld,) we 
markably hostile to the measure 

On this subject the country has ! 
much excited by a speech of the Dak 
York's, declaring unalterable | 
the Catholic Claims. We shail hi real 
insert it in this work, together with 4 
number of passages from es 
both Houses during the Session, relauns 
to the Roman Catholies and the Prete 
taut Dissenters. 


Bill was lost on 
House of Lon 


re decide 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS IN THEOLOGY AND 
GENERAL LITERATURE. 


The Works of the 
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badited by 
li Vols 

\ | i? 


Catherine 
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Demy & 
tise oon Jucicin wid 
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ont, Member of 
“overcion Conneci! 


l from the French, 
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Pransiated 
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ble, 


The Life ot Mrederick Sehill Tr. 
ic Wrie 


prehending an Examination of hi 
Portrait. 10s. 6d. 
The Life of Bernard Gilpin 
Gilpin, A. M. With an Introdact™ 
I ssatv, by the Rev. FE. Irving. }2mo 
Lambeth and the Vatican; or, Ame 
detes of the Church of Rome, the Ke 
formed Churches, and disti vished Sect 
and Sectarics of the ¢ hristian Reliaw® 


tings. KVo, 
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in all Ages; collected in the Public Li- 
praries of Italy, France and England. By 
» Member of the University of Oxford, 
‘Vols, Portraits, Autographs and Ke- 
lies, Dds. Extra Boards. 

An Account of the Life and Writings 
Thomas Brown, M.D., late Protessor 


Pdiobureh. By David Welsh, Mintster 
f Crossmichael. Rvo. Portrait. Ids. 

Memoirs of Moses Mendelsohn, the 
Jewish Philosopher ; including the cele- 
yrated Correspondence on the Christian 
Religion with J. C. Lavater. By M. 
Samuels, @vo 7s. 6d. 

\n Attempt to Establish the First 
Principles of Chemistry by Experiment. 
By Thomas Thomson, M. D., Regius 
Professor of Chemistry in the University 
of Glasgow, 2 Vols. @vo. WW 10s. 

Grammar of the Hebrew Language 
with Points. By Moses Marcus, Curate 
of Brigstock cum Stanton, Northampton - 
shire, Svo. LOs. 6d. 

he Advancement of Society in Know- 

lge and Religion. By James Douglas, 

Esq Bro. Ys. 
_ Considerations addressed to the Elece 
. Revie wer, in Defence of those who 
maintain that Baptism should precede 
Communion, By Joseph Kinghorn. 

Remarks on Volney's Ruins, or a Sur- 

v of the Revolutions ot Empires By 
A. Hailes, 8vo. 10s. 6d. 7 

Roman Catholics. 

| \ Li tter to Charles Butler, Esq., of 
~~ oln's Inn, in Vindication ot Enevlish 
westants from his Attacks upon their 
“ieerity in the “ Book of the Roman 
Se, Church.” By C. J. Blomfeld, 

¥. Bishop of Chester Third Edition. 
) Which is added, Postscripts 7” Reply 

Mr. Butler's Lette r. vo, ls. : 

: Letter to the Right Rev. C. J. Blom- 

?* DD, Bishop of Chester, from 
— we Esq., in Vindication of a 
Catholic C ar * Book of the Roman 
Lie urch,”” contained in a Letter 
: uteesed to Him by His Lordship. Third 

pom revised and enlarged. 8vo. Is. 
he rs "1 nes Butler, Esq., on the 
‘Healogical Parts of his Book, &c ; 
- Phillpotts, D. As —~ahsgger Aron 1 oy 

The - “3 ‘ stanbope, 
ene ot History against the 
aise eae pe 
ee sr eo ee 
ambridee ,* *) of Frinity College, 
lwo a Beeps, a6. 

t the gh ee to the Author 
durch, upon Certai Roman ‘ atholic 
Rook ain Passages in his 
te ot go, # Lay Member of the Univer- 

r of Oxford. ds. 

‘Tine oh nel True Catholic Doe. 
Kwon Semtetan nt of the Body and 
atation of erst hrist; with aCon- 
‘ame, By “e i, Errors concerning the 

‘tost Rev. Thomas Cran- 
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Moral Philosophy in the | niversity of 
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mer, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 
‘To which is prefixed, an Introduction, 
Historical, &e.: and a Vindication of the 


Character of the Anthor avainst some of 


the Allegations recently made by Dr. 
Lingard, Xe By HH. J. Todd, M.A. FLALS. 
Svo. Os. , 

Caution to Protestants and Warning to 
Catholics, a Sermon at Colchester, Jan. 
9, 1825. 15y W. *larsh, M. A. Ls. Ged. 

Observations on the Auswers of the 
Right Rev. James Dovle, D. D., Bishop 
of Kildare, to the Committee of the 
House of Commons, By Dr. J. L. Villa- 
nueva. Ls, ba, 

A History of the Penal Laws against 
the Catholics trom 1688 to the Union, 
by Sir Henry Parnell, Bart. Fourth Edi- 
tion. vo, 

Tracts upon some Leading Errors of 
the Church of Rome By George Hamil- 
ton, M.A., Rector of Killermogh. 1s. 

Catholic Miracles. To which is added, 
A Reply to Cobbett’s Defence of Catho- 
licism. Seven Desigus by Cruikshank, 
2s. Od. , 

the Dawn of the Reformation: or, 
The Lollards. 1l8mo. Portrait of Wick- 
life. Ss 6d. 

A Few Kemarks in Defence of the Pro- 
testant Religion, in Answer to the Rev, 
Dr. Baines. By Henry Wansey, Esq. Ls. 

A Discourse on ‘Transubstantiation, by 
Dr. Harris, at Salters’ Hail, 1734, re- 
printed by Rear Admiral Bullen.  8vo. 
ls. Od. 

Proceedings of a General Court Mar- 
tial, at Malta, March 1, 1824, on Licute- 
pant G. F. Dawson, of the Koyal Artil- 
lery, for hesitating to assist in the Cere- 
monies of the Church of Rome, 2s. 6d, 

‘The Ghost of the Catholic Association 
of [reland, addressiig His Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters, the Orangemen, Liberal Protes- 
tants and Catholics. Is, 

A Letter to the House of Lords on the 
Proposition fer Pensioning the Roman 
Catholic Clergy of Ireland. — 6d. 

Popery and the Popish Question, being 
anu Exposition of the Political and Doc- 
trinal Opinions of Messrs. O'Connell, 
Keoch, ac. &c. By Rev. George Croly, 
A.M. F.R.L.S. 8vo. 58. 

idolatry the Prevatiing Pract’ce of the 
Church of Rome, in a Letter containing 
Remarks on the Evidence of the Roman 
Catholic Prelates, betore the Committee 
of the House of Commons, addressed to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. By Win. 
Borradaile, M.A., Vicar ot Wandsworth. 
ls. Gd. 

lreland. 

The Beauties of Ireland: being Origi- 
nal Delineations, ‘Topographical, Histo- 
rical and Biographical, ot cach County. 
By J. N. Brewer, Esq. Vol. Ll. Twelve 
Engravings, Demy 8vu. Lt. 44. Royal 
Rvo. Proot Impressions of Plates, 14, L6s. 
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The Proceedings of the Catholic Asso- 
ciation in Dublin, from May 13, 1825 to 
Feb. 11, 1825. Bve. Ba. 6d. 
An Authentic Review of the Principles, 
Measures and Designs of the Catholic 
Association. By Amicus Hibernicus, 8vo. 


« 


Catholic Rent and Catholic Association : 
an Address to Protestants of every Deno- 
mination. By a Layman, 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

The Secret Politics of the ‘Times News- 
paper detected ; or its Wavering Princi- 
ples as they regard the Affairs of the Ro. 
man Catholics of Ireland, unmasked. by 
M. M‘Dermot, Esq. 2s. 

The Evidence on the State of Ireland, 
before the Committees of the Two Houses, 
by the Irish Catholic Bishops, Mr. O'Con- 
nell, Ac. Svo, 

Twelve Letters on the State of Ireland, 
awldressed by J. K. L. (Dr. Doyle) toa 
Friend in England. #e. 

Present State of Ireland, with a Plan 
for improving the Condition of the People. 
by James Cropper. Sve. is. 6d 

Catholic Emancipation calmly consi- 
dered. te, 


Sermons. 


Discourses on our Lord’s Sermon on 
the Mount. By the late Edmund Butcher, 
be. hoards, 

On Various Subjects. By W. Paley, 
D. D., late Archdeacon of Carlisle. Edi- 
ted by BE. Paley, Vicar of Easingwould, 
3 Vols lRe. 

Calvinistic Predestination repugnant to 
Scriptare: in a Series of Discourses in 
the Chapel of Trinity College, Dublin. 
Ky Richard Graves, D.D., M. R.A. 
King’s Professor of Divinitv, Dean of 
Ardagh, Ac. Svo 12s. , 

"The Doctrines of the Church of Geneva 
illustrated, in a Series of Sermons preach- 
ed by modern Divines of that Cit¥. Edited 
by the Rev. J. S. Pons, one of his Ma- 
jesty's Chaplains, at the Dutch Palace, 
St. James's, Swo. 10¢, 


Ryo, 
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From the French, translated, abridged 
and adapted to the English Pulpit. By 
M. H. Luscombe, LL.D., Chaplain to H, 
R. H. the Duke of Cambridge. #yo, 9. 

A Course of—on Justification by Faith, 
preached before the University of Cam. 
bridge, in January, 1825. By J. W, 
Whittaker, B. D., Vicar of Blackburn. 
Bvo. 5a. 

Single. 

Preached in the Church of Hatton, 
near Warwick, at the Funeral of the Rev. 
Samuel Parr, LL.D, March 14, 1825, 
By S. Butler, D.D_, Archdeacon of Derby, 
and Head Master of Shrewsbury School. 
2s. 6d. 

Delivered at the Mecting House, Bland 
ford Street, Manchester Square, April 
14, 1824, on the Death of Mr. Joho 
Keeble, late Minister of the above Place, 
By John Chin, Walworth. With a Me- 
moir. Ls. 6d. 

On the Evidence of a Divine Superin- 
tendence exhibited in the Works of Na- 
ture and in the Affairs of the World. By 
T. Heineken, Bradford. 8vo. Le. 

On the Duty of Frequent Commenien 
at the Lord's Table. By J. Courtney, 
M.A. Rector of Gexhill, Yorkshire. 
Sve. 6d. 

Preached at the Consecration of Christ 
Church, North Bradley, by the Bishop 
of Sarum, Sept. 2, 1824. By C. Danbeny, 
LLD., Archdeacon of Sarum and Vicar 
of North Bradley. Svo. 2s, 

On Behalf of the Society for Prop 
gating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
preached at St. Mary, Aldermanbury, 
Feb. 27, 1825. By HB. Wilson, D D. 
F.S. A., Reetor. S8vo. Ls. 

On the Principles and Tendencies “ 
Congregational Nonconformity. By Jo 
seph Fletcher, A.M. 8vo, 1s. 6d. | 

An Assize Sermon at St, Lawrence’ 
Reading, at the Berkshire Lent As2e 
1825. By George Hulme, A. M., Chap- 
lain to E. Fuller Maitland, Esq., 
High Sheriff. ls. 6d. 


nd 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications have been received from Crediton; an Observer of the ‘Times; 


on the Mosaic Mission: and 8. 


Various articles of Review are lving by us, 


No. I. of the Puritans is unavoidably postponed to the next number. 
A Continuation of the Critical Synopsis of the Monthly Repository bas - 


received from America, 


ee 
ERRATA. 


PY. 84, col. 1 


ee eee line 47 ‘ 


, bor 
“~~ &5, ool. 1, line 


» line 44, for “ horrors,” read Aorror. 
; * perilous,” read familiar. 
¢, for “* happily,” read Aap/y. 


. 
— 221, col. l, line 15 trom the bottous, for ** Pretenders,” read Pretender. 


»? 


»> 


— see, ( 


‘ol. 


223, col. 1, line 26, for ** clegibilities,” read eligibalaties. 
2, line 14, for “ neglect,’ read employ, 
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